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CHAP, 2 
H fine. the counteſs, for the firſt 


time, broke in upon her couſin's 
narration. Happy Matilda, ſhe 
W cried, how diſtinguiſhed was thy deſtiny ! 
| were it but for a year, were it but for a day, 
for that day thou didſt yet enjoy the con- 
ſummation of all thy wiſhes, a lot rare] 
allowed to any daughter of Adam! I was 
not then born to envy her ſtate. Sweet 
girl! ſhe deſerved you; ſhe was after my 
own heart; the exceſs of her paſſion for 
you made her truly worthy of you. But 
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tell we, my couſin, how could you be ſo 
long ignorant of the dear girl's affection 
for you? The language of love is fo 


very intelligible, ſo expreſſive through 


every motion and every organ, as mult, 
with ſufficient clearneſs, have opened your 
eyes to the object. Indeed, madam, re- 
plied Mr. Clinton, ſhe herſelf led me away 
from any ſuch apprehenſions, by drawing 
. ſo many pictures of the man whom ſhe 
faid ſhe loved, all copied from the crea- 


ture of her own brain, and covered and 


diſguiſed with ſuch imaginary excellencies, 
as muſt have prevented myſelf, as well as 


every one living, from perceiving therein 


the ſmaileſt trace of my own reſem- 


blance. Do not tell me, cried lady Mait- 


land, ſhe was a true and a ſweet painter; 
and I ſhould have known you by her por- 
trait in the midſt of a million. But pro- 
ceed, | beſeech you; my whole ſoul is in 

your ſtory. „ 
Within a few months after my mar— 
riage, continued Mr. Clinton, you, my 
cCoulin, firſt opened your fair eyes to the 


light, and my Matty and I had the ho- 


nour of being your ſponſurs. 
Within the firſt year of my marriage, 


my girl, alſo, brought a ſon into the 


world, and within the two years follow- 
ing was delivered of a daughter. . 
3 The 


Taz FOOL or QUALITY. 2 
The joy of the grandfather, on thoſe 
events, was indeſcribable. Alas, good 
man ! he thought that he perceived, in 
their infant aſpects, a thouſand happy 
' promiſes and opening proſpects. He ſaw 
himſelf, as it were, perpetuated in a de- 
icending and widening progeny, who, like 
their native Thames, ſhould roll down in 
a tide of expanding wealth and proſperi- 


3 ty. He wanted that all the world ſhould 


participate of his happineſs, and our houſe 
once more became the houſe of feſti- 
vity. 

A number of external ſucceſſes, alſo, 
aſſiſted to perſuade us, in thoſe days, that 
| felicity was to be attained and aſcertained 
| upon earth. The regency of Cromwell 
was adminiſtered with the ſtricteſt juſtice 
at home, while, at the ſame time, it be- 
came revered and formidable abroad, and 
extended its influence to regions the moſt 
remote. Under the protection of the Bri- 
uch flag, we ſent our ſhips out to the Eaſt, 
and to the Weſt, and wealth came pour- 
ing in upon us from all quarters of the 
globe. 

In the mean while, my wife and I lived 
together in perfect harmony. Though 
my commerce and acquaintance was 
8 greatly extended, I had yet formed no 
triendſhips from home, that partook of 
1 B 2 heart- 
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heart-felt tenderneſs, except for your 
mamma. All my pleaſures and deſires, 


all my world was, in a manner, confined 


and abſorbed within the compaſs of my 
own walls. In the good old man and 
his daughter, and in the pledges of their 


_ endearing attachment to me, every wiſh 


that my ſoul could form was centered. 
Mutual joy ſat round our board, mutual 
peace prepared our pillows: and, during 
a ſwimming period of fix years, I ſcarce 


remember to have experienced the ſmalleſt 


diſcontent, ſave what aroſe from the in: 


ordinancy of my wife's affection for me. 
While ſhe continued to bleſs my arms, 
I thought that no one had ever loved with 
greater warmth than I loved her; and 
yet, at times, I remarked a very ſtriking 


difference between the manner and ef- 
fects of our feelings for each other, If 


buſineſs detained me an hour extraordi- Z 


nary abroad, the panting of her boſom, 
that eagerneſs of look with which ſhe 
received me, was to me a painful evi- 
dence of her anxiety during my abſence. 
One evening I found her in fainting fits, 
merely becauſe ſhe was told that a duel had 
Juſt happened between lord Mohun and a 
perion who had much the reſemblance of | 
her Cl:uton. In ſhort, if my head or my | 
finger ached, 1 found myſelf under the 
neceſſit 
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neceſſity of concealing my ailment, and of 
aſſuming a cheerfulneſs diſagreeable to the 
occaſion, to prevent the worſe conſe- 
quences of her ready alarms, On the 
other hand, my affection was tranquil 
and ſerene; it was tender and fervent, in- 
deed, but without tumult or diſturbance ; 
a ſpecies of love which I afterwards found 
to be by far the moſt eligible ; for every 
kind of paſſion is unqueſtionably a kind of 
ſuffering; love in God, therefore, mult 
be wholly an action; it acts infinitely upon 
others, without any poſſibility of being 
acted upon. en 

Thus the years of my life moved on- 
ward upon down, when the ſmall-pox, 
that capital enemy to youth and beauty, 
became epidemical in the city. Our chil 
dren caught the contagion. All poſſible 
care was taken, and all poſſible art em- 
ployed. A number of phyſicians was kept 
conſtantly about them. Fifteen days. of 
their illneſs were already elapſed, and the 
doctors pronounced them out of danger ; 


a when the diſtemper took a ſudden and 

4 malignant turn, and, in one and the ſame 

minute, both my babes expired in the 
arms of their mother. 


I was in the room at the time; and 
as I knew the extreme tenderneſs of my 
Matty's nature, all my concern, as well 

3 as 
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as attention, was turned upon her. I 
took her fondly by the hand, and, looking 
up to her face, I was inſtantly alarmed 
and ſhocked by that placid ferenity which 
appeared in her countenance, and which 
] expected to be quickly changed into 
tome frantic eruption. But, firſt drop- 


ping a ſmiling tear on her infants, and 


then lifting her gliſtening eyes to heaven 
I thank thee, I thank thee, O my maſter! 


| ſhe cried, thou haſt made me of tome uſe 


I have noe been born in vain 4 thou haſt | 
ordained me the humble vehicle of two 


ſafe and certain angels, living attendants 
on thy throne, and ſweet fingers of thy 


praiſes in the kingdom of little children, 


for ever and for ever, I have yet ſuffici- 


ent left, more bleſſings remaining than ſuit 
the lot of mortality ! take me from them, 


1 beſeech thee, whenever it is thy good 


leaſure for | fear there are ſome of them, 
which I could not, I could not bear to have 
taken away from me! So prayed the dear 
ſaint; and looking eagerly at me, No | 
my Harry, ſhe cried out, 1 fear, 1 fear! 
could not bear it! So ſaying, ſhe ſuddenly 


_ caſt herſelf into my boſom, and graſping 


at my neck, and guſhing into a flood of 
anguiſh, we mingled our ſobs and our 
tears together till no more were left to be 
ſhed, 

You 
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You are affected, my deareſt couſin—1 

had better ſtop here. If you are moved 

by ſmail matters, how would your hearc 

be wrung by ſome enſuing diſtreſſes —1 
muſt not venture to proceed. 

Go on, cried the counteſs, go on, J in- 


ſiſt upon it! I love to weep, I joy to 


grieve; it is my happineſs, my delight, to 


have my heart broken in pieces. 


We were both of us much relieved 
by the vent of our mutual paſſion for, 
though my wife ſtill continued to keep to 
me and cling about me, ſhe yet ſeemed 


to be ſweetly compoſed, and funk, with- 


in my arms, as into a bed and depth of 
peace. 

At length I liſtened to a kind of mur- 
mur and buſtle in the hall, and I heard 
ſome one diſtinctly cry, O my maſter, my 
maſter | 

We ſtarted up at the inſtant. Mr. Gold- 

ing had been from hame at the time of the 
deadly criſis of my two darling little 
ones; and had quieted all his fears and 


renewed all his proſpects, in the view and 
full aſſurance of their life and quick re- 


covery, We had been too much engaged 


and occupied in our own perional griefs, 
to give to our ſervants the ſeaſonable pre- 


caution of breaking the matter to our 
facher by unalarming degrees; and a rude 
B 4 tellow, 
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fellow, at his entrance, bluntly told him 


that the children were both dead; where- 
upon he clapped his hands together, and, 
caſting himſelf into a chair, remained 
without ſenſe or motion. 

When we ran out, we were aremly 
terrified by the manner of his aſpect : 
though his eyes were cloſed, his brows 
were gloomy and contracted, while the 


nether part of his face looked quiet and 


compoſed, 

Iinſtantly ſent for a ſargvon; and recall- 
ed the phyſicians who had but lately left 
us; while my Matty ſtood motionleſs, 
with her hands cloſed together, and her eyes 
fixed upon her father. At length ſhe cried 
out, My papa, my papa, my dear papa, 


I would, I would I had died before I came 


to this hour | But, bleſſed be thy will, 
ſince it is thy will, O God! When all other 
props are ſapped, and plucked from under 


me, I truſt to fall into thee, my father, 


which art in heaven! 

Being put to bed, and bled, he recover- 
ed motion and ſpeech, and we got him to 
ſwallow a compoling draught, though he 
did not yet recollect any perſon or thing 
about him. : 

Notwithſtanding our late fatigues, Mat- 
ty and I ſat up with him moſt of the night; 


and then ordering a pallet to be brought 


into 
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into the room, we lay down to take a lit- 
tle reſt toward morning. Alas, ſaid I to 
myſelf, how rich was I yeſterday, and how 
is my world abridged ! Theſe narrow walls 
now contain all that is left me of all the 
poſſeſſions that I value upon earth. 

Poor Mr. Golding was but ill qualified 
to bear calamity. His life had been a 
life of ſound health and ſucceſſes; and he 
never had been acquainted with ſickneſs, 
or with affliction, ſave on the death of 
his wife whom he had married for money, 
and on the illneſs of his daughter as al- 
ready related. | 

As he had taken an opiate, he did not 


awaken till it was late in the day. Turn- 


ing his head toward me, Is it you, Harry, 


lays he? How do you find yourſelf, Sir, 


ſaid I ?=Why, has any thing been the 
matter with me ? Indeed I do not feel my- 
ſelf right; but, ſend my children to me; 
ſend my Jacky and my little Harriet; the 
ſight of them will be a reſtorative beyond 
all the cordials in the world. —You are 
ſilent, Harry—Whart is the meaning? 
O, now I begin to remember my ſweet 
babies, my little play-fellows, I ſhall never 
ſee you any more. 

Here he burſt into the moſt violent 
guſt of paſſion. He groaned, he wept, 
he cried aloud with heart-piercing excla- 

B-5 mations; 
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mations ; while I canght up Matty in my 
arms, and, running with her to a diſtant 


10 


apartment, catched a kiſs, and locked her | 


in. 

I returned, but found him in the fame 
violence of agitation. I ſpoke to him, 1 
would have comforted him ; but he cried, 
Be quiet, Harry, I will not be comforted. 
I will go to my children; they ſhall not 


be torn from me; we will die, we will 


be buried, we will lie in the ſame grave 


together. 
As I found myſelf fick, and ready to 


faint under the oppreſſion of his lamen- 
tations, I withdrew to the next chamber, 
and there 3 vented the contagious 


ſhower. 
After ſome time! liſtened, and perceived 
that all was quiet, and returning, I found 
him in a kind of troubled doze, from 
whence he fell into a deep and peaceful 
ſleep. Thus he continued for three days, 
wailing and ſlumbering by fits, without 
taſting any matter of nouriſhment, though 
his daughter and I implored him on our 
| Knees, and with tears. No reaſonings, no 
entreaties could avail for appealing him; ; 


it was from the aſlociation of our ow 


alone that he appeared to admit of any 
conſolation, 


At 
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At length his paſſion ſubſided into a 
ſullen and ſilent calm; he would ſpeak. 
to nobody, he would anſwer none of us 
except by monoſyllables. 
Within a few following weeks, news 
was brought me that our ſhip the Phoenix 
was arrived in the Downs, ſafe and richly 
laden from the Eaſt Indies. 
Immediately I carried the tidings to the 
old man, in the pleaſing expectation that 
they would ſerve to divert, or, at leaſt, to 
amuſe his melancholy. But, fixing his 
look upon me, Wherefore, Harry, doſt 
thou tell me of ſhips and Indies? he cried; 
both Indies are poor to me, they have 
nothing that they can ſend me. I have 
no road to go upon earth, no way upon 
ſea to navigate; I am already become a 
wild and waſted Babylon, wherein the 
voice of muſic ſhall never more be heard. 
O ye old and unbleſſed knees, where are 
now your precious babes, who were wont 
to play about ye, and to cling and climb 
upon ye? gone, gone, gone, gone, never, 
never to return! 
Here, breaking into tears, I cried, We 
are both young yet, my father, we may 
yet have many children to be the comfort 
of your age. No, my Harry, no, he re- 
plied; you may, indeed, have many chil- 
| dren, 
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dren, but you never will have any children 
like my darling children. 
Mr. Golding, from this time, no more 


entered his counting-houſe, nor paid nor 


received vilits, nor kept up any corre- 


| ſpondence. Even my company and that of 
his daughter appeared to oppreſs him; and 


he rarely left his apartment, where an old 
folio bible was his only companion. 
Hereupon I began to withdraw our 
effects from trade, and having called in 
the beſt part of them, I lodged near half a 
million in the Dutch funds. When I went 
to adviſe with my father on the occaſion, 
What, my child, ſaid he, what have I to 


ſay to the world, or to the things of the 
world? Do juſt as you pleaſe with the 


one, and with the other; and never conſult 

a perſon on any affair wherein the party 

conſulted has no intereſt or concern. 
One morning, as I lay in bed, Matty 


threw her arms about me, and hiding her 


bluſhing face in my boſom, My Harry, 


ſays ſhe, if you could handſomely bring it 


about to my poor papa, perhaps it would 
be ſome mattcr of conſolation to him to 
know that I am with child. 
When I broke the matter to him, he 
did not, at firlt, appear to be ſenſibly 
affected; in time, however, the weight of 


his affliction ſeemed conſiderably light- 


ened, 
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ened, and, as my wife advanced in her 


pregnancy, he began to look us in the 
face, he fat with us at one table, and be- 


came converſable as formerly. 


One day I went to dine with Mr. Settle, 
a hardware merchant, who had appointed 
to pay me a large ſum of money. On m 
return in the evening, through Moorſields, 
attended only by my favourite Iriſhman, a 
very faithful and alive fellow, though it 


was yet fair day, I was ſuddenly ſet upon 


by a poſſe of robbers, who ruſhed on me- 
from behind a cover. The firſt of them, 
running up, fired directly in my face, but 
did me no further damage than by carry- 
ing away a ſmall piece of the upper part 
of my left ear, Had the fools demanded 


my money, I would have given it to them' 


at a word; but, finding them bent on 
murder, 1 reſolved that they ſhould have 
my life at as dear a rate as poſſible, I 
inſtantly drew my ſword, and run the firſt 
through the body ; and then, ruſhing on 
the ſecond aſſailant, I laid him alſo on the 
ground, before he had time to take his 
aim, ſo that his piſtol went * off 
in his fall. 


In the mean while, my brave and Jov- 


ing companion was not idle; with two | 


ſtrokes of his oaken cudgel he had levelled 
two more of them with the earth. Here- 


upon 
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upon the remainder halted, retreated into 
a group, and then ſtood and fired upon us 


altogether ; but obſerving that we did 


not drop, they caſt their arms to the 


ground, and run off ſeveral ways as faſt 
as they could. My good friend, Tirlah 
O'Donnoh, then turned affectionately to 
me; Are you hurt, my dear maſter, ſays 
he? I believe I am, Tirlah; let us make 


home the beſt we can. O, cried the no- 
ble creature, if no body was hurt but 


Tirlah, Tirlah wou'dn't be hurt at all. 
Here, taking me under the arm, we 
walked ſlowly to the city, till coming to 

a hack ney coach he put me, tenderly, into 


it, and ſitting beſide me, ſupported me, 


as I began to grow weak through much 
effuſion of blood. 

As ſoon as we got home, the coach- 
man, as is their practice, thundered at the 
door, and my Matty, according to cuſtom 


whenever I was abroad, was the readieſt of 


all our domeſtics to open. 


By this time 1 had fainted, and was 
quite inſenſible; but when my tender and 
true mate law me borne by two men into 


her preſence, all pale and bloody, ſhe, 


who thought ſhe had fortitude to ſupport Yi 
the wreck of the world, gave a ſhriek 


that was enough to alarm the. neighbour- 
hood, and inſtantly falling backward, got 
a violent 
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Tur FOOL or QUALITY. 15 
a violent contuſion in the hinder part of 


her head. 


Immediately we were conveyed to ſepa- 
rate beds, and all requiſite help was pro- 
vided. It was found that I had recetved 
fix or ſeven fleſh wounds, but none of 


them proved dangerous, as they were given 


at a diſtance and by piſtol ſhot. But, alas! 
my Matty's cafe was very different; ſhe fell 


into ſudden and premature labour, and 


having ſuffered extreme anguiſh all the 
night, during which ſhe ceaſed not to in- 
quire after me, ſhe was with difficulty de- 
livered of a male infant, who was ſuffo- 
cated in the birth. l 
In the mean while, the good and tender- 
hearted old gentleman hurried about, in- 
ceſſantly, from one of us to the other, 
wringing his hands, and ſcarcely retaining 
his ſenſes. 
As ſoon as my wounds were dreſſed, 
and I had recovered my memory, I looked 


about, and haſtily inquired for my wife; 


but they cautiouſly anſwered me, that ſhe 
was fomething indiſpoſed with the fright 
which ſhe got at ſeeing me bloody, and 


that her father had inſiſted on her going 


to bed, 


On the ſecond dreſſing of my wounds, 
I was pronounced out of « danger, and then 
thev ventured to tell me of my Matty's 


in! carriage. 
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miſcarriage, and of the bruiſe which ſhe 
had got in her fall when ſhe fainted. On 
hearing this my heart was cleft, as it 
were, in twain; I accuſed myſelf of the 


murder of my wife and infant; and I ac- 


cuſed all, without exception, of their in- 
diſcretion in not concealing my diſaſter 
JJ... 8 9 
At times I began to fear that my wife 
was either dead, or much worſe than they 
repreſented. On my third dreſſing, there- 
fore, I peremptorily inſiſted on my being 
carried into her chamber, I ſent her notice 
of my viſit, and, on entering the room, 
He lives then, ſhe cried, my huſband, my 
Harry lives! it is enough; I ſhall die hap- 
py, I ſhall now depart in peace. | 
Here I ordered myſelf to be laid by 
her ſide, when taking a hand, which ſhe 
had feebly reached out, and preſſing it tro 
my lips, You would forſake me then, my 
Matty? you die, you ſay; and you die hap -- 


pp, in leaving me the moſt wretched, the 
moſt deſolate of men. You die, my love, 


you die; and I, who would have foſtered 
you and your babe with my vitals, it is I 


who have dug a grave for the one and for 


the other. But, you muſt not forſake me, | 
my Matty; I will not be forſaken by you; 
ſince we cannot live aſunder, let us die, 
let us die together ! 
Here, 


WO 
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Here, a paſſionate ſilence enſued on ei- 
ther part. But, my wounds growing 
painful and beginning to bleed afreſh, I- 
was obliged to be carried back to * own 
apartment. 

Within a few days more, ] was fo well 
recovered as to be” able to walk about; 
from which time [ was a conſtant attend- 
ant on my beloved, and became her moſt 
tender and aſſiduous nurſekeeper. 

You muſt have heard, my couſin, that 
the cuſtoms and manners of thoſe times 
were gt. e the reverſe of what they 
are at preſent. Hypocriſy is no longer a 
fault among men; all now is avowed 
libertiniſm and open profaneneſs; and 
children ſcoff at the name and profeſſion 
of that religion which their fathers rever- 
ed. On the contrary, in thoſe days, all 
men were either real or pretended zealots; 
every mechanic profeſſed, like Aaron, to 
carry a Urim and Thummim about him; 
and no man would engage in any buſineſs 
or bargain, though with an intent to over- 
reach his neighbour, without going apart, 
as he ſaid, to conſult the Lord. 

My Matty, at the ſame time, was the 
holieſt of all ſaints, without any parade of 
ſanctification. Her's was a religion, of 


3 whoſe value ſhe had the daily and hourly 


experience it was indeed a religion of 
power. 
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power. It held her, as on a rock, in the 
midſt of a turbulent and fluctuating world: 
it gave her a peace of ſpirit that ſmiled at 
provocation: it gave her comfort in afflic- 
tion, patience in anguiſh, exaltation in hu- 
miliation, and triumph in death. 5 

In about five weeks after her unhappy 
miſcarriage, ſne appeared on the recove- 
ry, though by very ſlow degrees, and with 
aſſiſtance, at times, ſat up in her bed; 
when her oldeſt phyſician, one morning, 
called me apart, I am loth, Sir, ſaid he, 
very loth to acquaint you with my ap- 
prehenſions. I wiſh I may be miſtaken ; 
but J fear greatly for you, I fear that your 
dear lady cannot recover. By the ſymp- 
toms, I conjecture that an abſceſs, or im- 
poſthume, is forming within her; but a few 
days will aſcertain matters either for us 
or againſt us, 8 

Had all ſorts of evil-tidings come 
crowding one upon another, I ſhould not 
have been affected as I then was affected. 
J could not riſe from my ſeat to bid the 
doctor adieu. My knees trembled under 
me; a ſwimming came before my eyes; 
and a ſudden ſickneſs relaxed and reverſed 
my whole frame. Alas, I had not, at 
that time, the reſource of my Matty ; 1 
had not on the armour with which ſhe was 
armed to all iſſues and events. I, how- 
= 1. 
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ever, raiſed my thoughts to Heaven, in 


a kind of helplefs acquieſcence rather than 
_ confident reſignation. I ſtruggled, not to 


appear weaker than became my manhood 
and I faid to myſelf, doctors have often 
been miſtaken. 

Having recollected my ſtrength and ſpi- 
rits the beſt I could, I adventured to enter 
my wife's apartment, She was juſt raif- 
ed in her bed, from whence her pale and 
emaciated countenance looked forth, as the 
ſun, toward his ſerting, looks through a 
ſickly atmoſphere, in confidence of his 


_ ariſing in the fulneſs of morning glory. 


Having cautiouſly and deje@tedly ſeated 
myſelf belide her, ſhe reached out both 
her hands, and, preſſing one of mine be- 
teen them, 1 love you no longer, my 
Harry, ſhe cried; I love you no longer. 
Your rival, at length, has conquered, [ 
am the bride of anorher. And yet I love 
you in a meaſure, ſince in you I love all 
that is him, or that is his; and that I think 


1s much, a great deal, indeed, of all that is 


lovely. 'O, my dear, my ſweet, mige on- 
ly enemy, as I may ſay! riches were no- 
thing unto me, pleaſures were nothing un- 
to me, the world was nothing unto "me! 


You, and you only, Harry, ftood between 


me and my heaven, berween me and my 


God, Long, and often, and vainly, have 


| ſtrove 
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I ſtrove and ſtruggled againſt you ; but my 
bridegroom, at length, is become jealous of 
you; my true owner calls me from you, 
and takes me all to himſelf! Be not alarmed 
then, my Harry, when 1 tell you that I 
muſt leave you. You will grieve for me, 
you will grieve greatly for me, my belov- 
ed! bur, give way to the kindly ſhower 
that your Lord ſhed for his Lazarus, and 
let the tears of humanity alleviate and 
lighten the weight of your affliction.— MF 
Ah, my Harry I tremble for you; what 
a courſe you have to run !—what perils! 
what temptations Deliver him from 
them, my Maſter, deliver him from them 
all !—Again, what bliſsful proſpects 
they are gone, they are vaniſhed |l———] 
fink, I die under the weight and length 
of ſucceeding miſery Again it opens; 
all is cleared; and his end, like that of 
Job, is more bleſſed than his beginning. 
—Ah, my Harry, my Harry, your heart 
muſt be wrung by many engines; it ſhall 
be tried in many fires; bur I truſt it is a 
golden heart, and will come forth with all 
its weight! 1 75 1 

You have been dreaming, my love, I 
ſaid, you have been dreaming; and the 
impreſſion ſtill lies heavy and melancholy 
on your memory, 5 

Yes, ſhe replied, I have been dreaming 

indeed; 
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indeed ; but then my dreams are much 
more real than my waking viſions. When 
all things ſenſible are ſhut out, it 1s then 
that the ſpirit enlarges, grows conſcious of 
its own activity, its own power and pre- 
ſcience, and ſees by a light whoſe evidence 
is beyond that of the ſun. 

O, my angel, I cried, ſhould any thing 
happen to you—But, I dare not look 
that way; for I know, I find, I feel that 
I could not ſurvive you | 

You muſt ſurvive me, my Harry! nay, 
you will once more be married. I beheld 
your bride laſt night. Even now ſhe 
ſtands before me, the ſiſter of my ſpirit, 
a d one of the lovelieſt compoſitions of ſin 
and death that ever was framed for diſſolu- 
tion. Her, alſo, you will loſe; and you will 
think, nay, you will aſſure yourſelf that no 
powers in heaven or earth can avail for a 
ray of comfort. In this life, however, 
you will finally, unexpeRedly, and moſt 
wonderfully be bleſſed ; and, foon after, 
we ſhall all meet, and be more intimately 
and more endearingly wedded than ever, 
where yet there 1s neither Ig nor 
giving in marriage. 

While ſhe yet ſpoke, her pains, as the 
pains of labour, again came upon her, 


and went off, and again returned, after in- 
termitting {woonings. 


Fe - O, 
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O, my coulin, what a ſolemn, what a 


fearful thing is death ! all our inlets of 


— 


knowledge and ſenſation cloſed at once! 
the B of cheer and the voice of friend- 
ſhip, and the comfort of light, ſhut out 
from us for ever! Nothing before us, but 
a blackneſs and depth of oblivion; or, 
beyond it, a doubtful and alarming ſenſi- 


bility ! ſtrange ſcenes, and ſtrange worlds, 


ſtrange aſſociates and ſtrange perceptions, 
perhaps of horrid realities, iofinitely worſe 


than non-entity ! Such are the brighteſt 


proſpects of infidelity in death : 
Where, at that time, are your ſcoffers, 

your defiers of futurity? where your 

merry companions, who turn their own 


eternity into matter of laugh and ridi- 


cule ? dejected and aghaſt, their counte- 


nance wholly fallen, and their heart ſunk. 


within them, they all tremble and wiſh to 
believe, in this the hour of diſſolution. 
They feel their exiſtence ſapped and ſink- 
ing from under them; and nature com- 
pells them, in the drowning of their ſouls, 


to cry out, to ſomething, to any thing, 


Save, ſave, or I periſh ! 
Far different was the ſtate of my little 


and lowly Matty, my faint of ſaints, at 


that tremendous period ! where all others 
would have funk, there ſhe ſoared aloft; 
and ſhe dropped the world and its wealth, 

with 
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with her body and all the ſenſible affections 


thereof, with the ſame ſatisfaction, that a 
poor man, juſt come to a great eſtate, 
would drop his tattered garb to put on 
gorgeous apparel. 

O, my beloved! ſhe would cry in the 
midſt of her pains, I have been weakly 

through life, I have been weak neſs ſell, 
and therefore not able to take up thy 
croſs; but be thou ſtrong in my weak- 


nels, ſhew thy mightinels in me, and then 


lay it upon me with all its weight! 
Again, after a ſwoon, and when her 

pangs became exceſſive, I refuſe not thy 

proceſs, my Maſter, ſhe cried | Thy croſs 


and thorny crown, they are all my am- 


bition! Point thy thorns, twilt them 
harder, let them pierce into my ſoul; ſo 
thou ſuffer me nor to fail or fall from 
thee, I care not! 

Think, my couſin, * I ed 
upon that occaſion; ; my rending heart 
ſhared her ſufferings, ae felt pang for 
pang. Nay, I was not far from murmur- 
ing and queſtioning with my God, on his 
putting to ſuch tortures the moſt guilt- 
leſs of his creatures. If the lambs of thy 
flock, I ſecretly faid, if thy lambs are 
appointed to ſuch excruciating ſenſations, 


what mult be the portion of fuch ſinners 
as Il am ? 


When 
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When ſhe drew near the goal of her 
bleſſed courſe upon earth, O my almighty 
Sampſon ! ſhe faintly cried, thou ſhakeſt 
the two pillars of my frail and ſinful 
fabric ; finiſh then thy conqueſt in me ; 
down, down with the whole building ap- 
pointed to ruin! Let no one, O Lord, of 
mine enemies or of thine enemies eſcape 


thy victorious arm! but ſlay all thoſe by 


my death, with whom I have been vainly 
combating during my life-time! So ſay- 
ing, her pains in an inſtant forſook her. 
The form of her countenance was ſud- 
denly changed from the expreſſion of 
agony into that of ecſtaſy. She raiſed 
her hands on high, and exerting herſelf 
to follow them, ſhe cried, I come, I come! 
then ſighed and dropped over. ——The 
muſcles of her face ſtill retained the 
ſtamp of the laſt ſentiment of her ſoul, 
and while the body haſtened to be min- 
gled with earth, it ſeemed to partake of 
that heaven to which its ſpirit had been 

exalted. 1 
You may think it odd, deareſt madam, 
that, for ſome time paſt, I have taken no 
note of the man to whom I was tied by 
every poſſible band of duty, gratitude, 
and affection. The fact is, that, during 
the latter part of my wife's illneſs, and for 
ſome weeks after her death, Mr. Golding 
| | was 
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was confined to his chamber by a ſevere 
fit of the gout; and the acuteneſs of his 
pains ſcarce permitted him to attend to 
any other concern, While my Matty 
lived, therefore, I divided my time and 
aſſiduities as equally as I could between 
the daughter and father; and, at any in- 
tervals of eaſe, I uſed to read to him his 
tavourite paſſages 1n the bible. 

As foon as my faint had expired, I 

charged the ſervants not to give any in- 
timation of her death to their maſter; but, 
alas ! our ſilence and our looks were too 
jure indicators of the fatal tidings ; for, 
from the higheſt to the leaſt, my Matty 
had been the idol of the whole houſe, and 
her death appeared to them as the lols 
of every earthly poſſcſſion. 

Having looked, ſeveral times, intently 
and inquiſitively in my face, Well, Harry, 
ſays Mr, Golding, all is over” then, I lee; 
W ve mult go to her, but my child ſhall no 
= more return to us.—You are fleat, my 
W Harry,—O thou fell glutton, death! I 
had but one morſel left for the whole of 
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10 my ſuſtenance, and that too thou haſt 
yy I devoured. Here he gave a deep groan, 
e, and funk into a ſtate of inſenſibility, 
ag from which, however, he was ſoon re- 
or 


covered by the return of an anguiſhing 
t of the gout. 
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When I look. back, my fair couſin, on 
the paſſages of my lite 3 it is a matter of 
amazement to me, that a creature ſo frail, 
ſo feebly and ſo delicately conſti:uted as 
man, with nerves ſo apt to be racked, and 
a heart to be wrung with anguiſh, can poſ- 
ſibly endure under the weights of calamity 
that, at times, are laid upon him. 

I had not yet dropped a tear. I was 
in a ſtate of half ſtupid and half flighty in- 
ſenſibility; as one who, having loſt EVEC- 
ry thing, had nothing further to look for, 
and therefore nothing to regard. But, 
when I ſaw my dear old man, my beſt 
friend, my father, whelmed under ſuch a 
depth of affliction, all the fluices of my 
foul and inmoſt affections were laid open, 
and 1 broke into an avowed paſſion of 
tears and exclamations, till, like David 
in his ſtrife of love with Jonathan, l exceed- 
ed. I accuſed myſelf of all the evils that 
had happened to his houſe; and I devoted 
the day to darkneſs, and the night to 
deſolation, wherein, by my preſence and 
connections, I had brought thoſe mil- 
chiefs upon him. The good man, was 
greatly ſtruck, and, I think, partly confoled 
by the excels of my forrows; and, all 
 defolate.as he was, he attempted to ad- 
miniſter that comſort to me, which he 


himſclt 
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chief medical artills, and got the precious 
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himſelf wanted more than any who had 
life. 


Break not your heart, my Harry, break 


not your heart, my child ! he cried; de- 


prive me not of the only conſolation that 
is left me! you are now my only truſt, my 
only ſtay, upon earth. A wretched mer- 
chant I am, whoſe whole wealth is caſt 
away, ſave thee, thou precious caſker; 
thou only remnant of all my poſſeſſions ! 


My girl, indeed, was thy true lover, the. 


tendereſt of all mates; her love to thee, 


my ſon, was paſſing the love of woman z 


but we have loft her, we have loſt her, 


3 and wailling is all the portion that is left 
us below. 


As ſoon as the family heard the voice 
of our mourning, they too gave a looſe 
to the impatience of their oriefs, and all 
the houſe was filled with the ſound of 
lamentation. 


On the following day I ſummoned the 


remains of my angel embalmed. She 
was laid under a ſumptuous canopy with 
a lilver coffin at her bed's foot, and, every 
night when the houſe was at reſt, I ſtole 
ſecretly from my bed and {tretched myſelf 
beſide her. I preſſed her cold lips to 
mine; I claſped her corpſe to my warm 
boſom, as though I expected to reſtore it 
2 to 
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to life by transfuſing my ſoul into it. I 
ſpoke to her, as when living; I reminded 
her of the ſeveral tender and endearing 

aſſages of our loves; and I reminded her 


alſo of the loſs of our little ones, by whom 


we became eſſentially one, inſeparably unit- 


| ed in foul and body for ever. 


There is ſurely, my couſin, a ſpecies of 


_ pleaſure in grief, a kind of ſoothing and 
deep delight that ariſes with the tears 


which are puſhed from the fountain of 
God in the foul, from the charities and 
ſen{ibilities of the human heart divine. 
True, true, my precious couſin, replied 
the countels, giving a freſh looſe to her 
tears — 0 Matilda, I would I were with 
thee I true, my couſin, I ſay; even now 
I fink, 1 die, under the pleaſure of your 
narration, 

Upon the ninth night, continued Mr. 


Clinton, as I lay by the fide of all that 
remained of my Matty, overtoiled and 


overwatched, I fell into a deep ſleep. My 
mind notwithſtanding, at the time, ſeemed 
more awake and more alive to objects than 
ever. In an inſtant ſhe ſtood viſible and 
confeſſed before me. I ſaw her clearcr 
than.at noon-day, by the light which ſhe 
caſt with profuſion abroad. Every feature 
and former trace ſeemed heightened into 


a Juitre wichout a loſs of the leaſt ſi mi- 


litude 
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ftude. She ſmiled ineffable ſweetneſs and 
bleſſedneſs upon me: and ſtooping down, 
felt her embrace about my heart and 
about my ſpirit; while, at the ſame time, 
I ſaw her bent in complacence before me. 
Alter a length of ecſtatic pleaſure, which FE. 
felt from her communion and infuſion into 
my foul ; My Harry, ſays ſhe, grieve not 
for me! all the delights that your world 
could ſum up in an age, would not a- 
mount to my blils, no, not for an hour; 
it is a weight of enjoyment that, in an 
inſtant, would cruſh to nothing the whole 
frame of your mortality. Grieve not then 
for me, my Harry, but reſign my beggarly 
ſpoils to their beggarly parent ; aſhes to 
aſhes, and duſt to duſt ! In my inordinate 


tondneſe for you, I have at length obtained 
a promiſe that my maſter and) your maſter, 
my beloved and your lover ſhall, finally, 
bear you triumphant through all the ene- 
mies that are ſer in fearfal array againſt 
you. Having fo ſaid, I felt myſelf. as it 
were compreſſed within an engine of love; 
and again, loſing the remembrance of alk 
that had paſſed, I funk, as into a. ſtate of 
utter oblivion, 

Toward the 8 ] was 88 
by the clappipg of hands and the cries of 
lumentation. Starting up, 1 perceived 
Mr. Golding at the bedlide, ſuſpended 
C2 over 
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over his Matty and me, and pouring: forth 
his complaints. 

There was a favoured domeſtic of his, 
a little old man, who had always kept a 
careful and inquilitive eye over every thing 


that was in or concerned our houſehold. 


This Argus, it ſeems, at length ſuſpected 


my nightly viſits to the dead, and, lurks 


ing in a corner, ſaw me open and enter 
the chamber where the corpſe was depoſit- 
ed, As he lay in his maſter's apartment, 
he took the firſt opportunity of his being 
awake to impart what he thought a matter 
of extraordinary intelligence to him. Sir, 
ſays he, if I am not greatly deceived, my 
young maſter is this moment in bed with 
his dead lady. What is this you tell me? 
cried Mr. Golding. No, John, no, what 
you ſay is impoſſible. All who live, love 
that which is living alone; whatever ſavours 
of death, is deteſtable to all men. As ! 
am here, replied John, I am almoſt aſſured 
that what I tell you is fact. Peace, peace, 
you old fool, ſaid Mr. Golding; think you 
that our Harry i is more loving than father 
Abraham, and yet Abraham dehfired to bury 
his dead out of his ſight. 1 know not how 
that may be, ſaid truſty John, but, if you 
are able to ſtir, 1 will help you to go and 
ſce. I am ſure the thought of it melts the 
very heart within me. 


Accord- 
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Accordingly, Mr. Golding, like old 
Jacob, ſtrengthened himſelf and aroſe, 
and, pained as he was, he came with the 
help of his John to the place where 1 
lay. 

Having for ſome time looked upon me, 
as I ſlept with his Matty faft folded in my 


arms; he could no longer contain his 


emotions, but he and John broke forth 
into tears and exclamations. O, my chil- 


_ cren, my children, my deareſt children, 
he cried, why did ye exalt me to fuch a 


pitch of blefledneſs? was it only to caſt 
me down into the deeper gulph of miſery, 
2 25 ph that has neither bank nor bottom? 
As 1 aroſe, all aſhamed to be detected 
in that manner, the good man caught me 
in his arms. My Harry, my Harry, ſays 
he, what ſhall I pay you, my fon, for 
your ſuperabundant love to me and to 
mine? Could my wretchednefs give yon 
bliſs, I ſhould almoſt think myſclt blefſed 


in being wretched, my Harry. 


I now prepared to execute the late com- 
mand of my angel, and to conſign to earth 


the little that was earthly in her. But, 
When our domeſtics underſtood that all 


that was leſt of their loved miſtreſs was 
now going to be taken away from them 
for ever, they broke into tears anew, and 
{ct no bounds to their lamentations. 
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Her defolate father was deſirous of at- 
tending the funeral, but, on my knees, 
I diſſuaded him from it, as I was aſſured 
it would burſt in twain the already over- 


ſtretched thread of his age and infirmi- 


ties. He then inſiſted on having the lid 
of the coffin removed, and bending over, 
he caſt his old body on the corple : again he 
roſe and gazed upon it; and clapping his 
hands with a ſhout, Is this my world, 
he cried, the whole of my poſleſſions ? 
Are you the one that was once my little 
prattling Matty, the play-fellow of my 
knees, the laugher away of care, who 
brought cheer to my heart and warmth to 


my boſom ? Are you the one for whom, a- 


lone, I ſpent my nights in thought and 
my days in application ? Is this all that is 


left, then, of my length of labours? O, 


my ſpark of life is quenched |! in thee, 
my Matty, my Matty, the flowing foun- 
tain of my exiſtence is dried up for ever, 
There is ſomething exceedingly ſolemn 
and affecting, my couſin, in the circum- 
ſtances and apparatus of our funerals ; they 
are oppreſſive even to minds that are no 
way concerned or intereſted in the death 
of the party lamented. Though I grieved 
no more for my Matty, though I was as 
aſſured of her bliſs as I was of my own 
being; yet, when the gloom of the pro- 
„ ceſſion 


= 
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ceſſion was gathered around me; where 
I heard the wailing of the many families 
whom her charity had ſuſtained ; when I 
heard the bitter ſobbings of the ſervants, 
whom her ſweetneſs had ſo endearingly 
attached to her perſon; when all joined 
to bewail themſelves, as loſt in her loſs ;: 
my heart died, as 1t were, within me, and 


I ſhould have been ſuffocated on the ſpot, 


had I not given inſtant way to. the ſwel 
of my. ſorrows. 

The rempeſt of the ſoul, oh; like” 
that of the elements, can endure but for a 
ſeaſon. The paſſion of Mr. Golding, on: 
the interment of every joy and of every 
hope that he could look for upon earth, 
within a few weeks ſubſided, or rather 
ſunk into a ſolid but ſullen peace; a kind* 
of peace that ſeemed to ſay, there is nothing 
in this univerſe that can diſturb mes 

Harry, ſaid he, one evening, I have 
been thinking of the viſion that I have had. 
Viſion, Sir, ſaid I, has my Matty then ap- 
peared to you? Yes, he anſwered, ſhe was 
the principal part of my viſion for theſs 
twenty years paſt, The viſion that + 
mean, my Harry, is the dream of a very 


long and laborious life. Here have I, by 


the toil of fifty years application, ferap= 


ed together and accumulated as much as, 


in theſe times, would ſet kings at con- 
| 8 * tention, , 
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tention, and be accounted a worthy cauſe 
for ſpilling the blood of thouſands; and 
yet what are theſe things to me, or of 
what value in themlelves, more than the 
ſtones and rubbiſh that make our pave- 
ment before the door? I have been hunger- 
ing and thirſting after the goods of this 
world, I have acquired all that it could give 
me, and now my foul, like a ſick ſtomach, 
diſgorges the whole, I then took one of 
his hands, and preſſing it tenderly be- 
tween mine, O, my father, I cried, my 
dear, dear fathers: 0 that J might be 
made ſons and daughters and every fort 
of kindred to yuu ! all that I am and have 
ſhould gladly be ſpent in bringing any 
| Kind of comfort to you, my father! 

In about a fortnight after, as I entered 
his apartment to bid him good-morrow, | 
obſerved that his countenance had much 
altered from what it was the evening be— 
fore, that he looked deeply dejected and 
ſeemed to breathe with difficulty. 

Are not you well, Sir? No, ſays he, 
my ſpirits are greatly oppreſſed. I find 
that I mult leave you ſhortly ; I believe that 
I muſt go ſuddenly ; but where to? That 
is the queſtion, the very terrible queſtion; |? 
the only queſtion of any importance in 
heaven or on earth, Sure, Sir, ſaid I, 
that can be no queſtion to you, whole 
| whole 
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whole life has been a continual courſe of 
righteouſneſs, of daily worſhip to God, 
and good will to all men, If you have 
any {ns to account for, they muſt be co- 
vered tenfold by the multitude of your 
charities. 

Talk not, Harry, ſaid he, of the filthy 
rags of my own righteouſneſs. I am far 
from the confidence of the boaſtful Phari- 
ſce ; alas, I have not even that of the poor 
and humbled publican, for I dare nat look. 
up to ſay, © Lord, be merciful to me a ſin- 
net wherefore then do you fpeak of 
having finiſhed my courſe toward God and 
toward man? It is but lately, very lately 
that I ſet out upon it, and I am cut ſhort 
before I have got within ſight of the goal. 
Yes, Harry, I fear, I know, 1 teel, chat 
there is no ſalvation for me. 

You amaze me, Sir, ſaid I, you terrify m me 
to death. If there is not ſalvation for ſuck 
as you, what a depth of enen n 
for the reſt of — 1 

would you could convince me, he 
cried, I want to be comforted; I deſire 
comfort, any kind of conſolation: but 1 
feel my condemaation within myſelf. 
Moreover, I ſee every text of the goſpel 
of the words of life terribly marſhalled 
and ſet in broad array againſt me. What 
text, Sir? ſaid I; I am ſure 1 know of no- 
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c not ſee the kingdom of God.” 7 
the ſame apoſtle faith, ** I delight in the 
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texts that bring terfor or condemnation 
to the juſt, Ah, Harry, he replied, juſtice 
is of the law and the circumciſion, and 
has nothing to do with the new covenant 


or the new man. For, what ſays the great 


apoſtle? © Circumciſion availeth nothing, 
ve neither uncircumciſion, but a new crea- 
© ture.” And Chriſt himſelf had ſaid, 


„Except a man be born again, he can- 


% law of God after the inward man:“ 
and again, My little children of whom 
« ] travel in birth again, until Chriſt be 


c formed in you. ” Now, if all theſe corre- 


ſponding expreſſions of being born again, 


« a new Creature, a new man, an inward 
„ man, Chriſt formed in us, &c.” are to 


be gloſſed and explained away, as meaning 
little more than a ſtate of moral ſenti— 


ments and moral behaviour, there can 


be nothing of real import in the golpel of 
Chriſt. 

Again, hear what the Redeemer faith: 
« Except ye be converted and become as 
« little children, ye ſhall not enter into 


« the kingdom of heaven.“ Again, “ If 


« any man will come after me, let him 


« deny himſelf and take up his croſs and 
follow eme.“ 


Again, 6 Whoſoever he 


Again, 


„ he, 
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te be of you that forſaketh nor all that he 
« hath, he cannot be my diſciple. 

If theſe things, I cried, are to be taken 

according to the apparent ſenſe and import 
of the letter, neither the teachers of the 
goſpel, nor thoſe who are taught, can be 
ſaved. 
Therefore, replied he, it is faid, har 
« Many be called but few choſen,” And 
again, Enter ye in at the ſtrait gate; for 
wide is the gate, and broad is the way 
« that leadeth to deſtruction, and many 
e they be which go in thereat : becauſe 
6+ ſtrait is the gate, and narrow is the 
way which leadeth unto life, and few: 
« there be that find 1c.” O, my Harry, 
my Harry, our lives have been employed 
in ſeeking and © loving the wor'd and the 
things of the world, therefore the 
« love of the father could not be in us.” 


O, that I had never been born! O thou 


God, whoſe tribunal, at this hour, 1s ſer 
up ſo tremendouſly againſt me; at length 
feel the propriety "of thy precepts, in 
rejecting the world and all that is therein; 


for what can they yield, ſave a little food 


and raiment to bodily corruption, or in- 


citements to that pride which caſt Lucifer 


into a gulph, that now opens before me 
without a bottom ? 


1 
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As ] trembled and had nothing to an- 
fwer, I propoſed to bring ſome of our 
clergy to him. No, Harry, no, ſays he, I 
will have none of their wordy comforts; I 
will not caſt my foul upon bladdered ex- 
ectations. Can they perſuade me that [ 
am one of the few that are choſen; can 
they tell me wherein J have ſtriven to enter 
at the ſtrait gate, wherein many ſhall ſeek 
to enter but ſhall not be able? 
Here he ſunk into a fit of agonizing 
deſperation, ſo that a cold dew broke forth 
from all parts of his body, and fell, drop 
after drop, down his ghaſtly and fearful 
countenance. Never, madam, never did 1 
feel ſuch a kind of anguiſhing horror as I 
then felt; I was affrighted and all frozen 
to my inmoſt ſoul. Haſte, my dear Sir, 
_ exclaimed lady Maitland, make haſte 
through this part of your narration, I be- 
ſeech you! I allo feel for myſelf, I am ter- 
rified to the laſt degree. 

At length, continued Mr. Clinton, I re- 
collected myſelf alittle. My maſter, I cried, 
my father, my deareſt father, ſince you 
will not take comfort in your own righ- 
tcoulneſs, take comfort in that of him 
who was made righteouſneſs for you. 
Do you not now rejea the world, do you 
not now deny yourſelf? I do, I do, he ſaid, 

Il deteſt 
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| deteſt the one and the other. And do 
you: not feel that you are wholly a compound 
of fin and of death? Ay, he cried, there 
is the weight, there is the mountain under 
which I fink for ever. Come then to 
Chriſt, my father, heavy laden as you are, 
and he will, queſtionleſs, embrace you and 
be reſt to you, my father! I would come, 


Harry, he cried; but I dare not, I am not 


able. Strive, my father; do but turn to 
him, and he will more than meet you. 
Cry out, with ſinking Peter, © Save, 
„Lord, or I periſh!” and he will catch 
you with the hand of his ever ready 
jalvation. - 
Here his countenance began to ſettle 
into an earneſt compoſure, and his eyes 
were turned and fixed upward ; while his 
old and enfeebled body continued to labour 
under the ſymptoms of near diſſolution. 
At length he ſtarted, and, ſeizing my 
hand with a dying preſſure, There is com- 
fort, Harry, there is comfort! he cried, 
and expired. 1 5 
I was now caſt, once more, upon 2 
ſtrange and friendleſs world. All the in- 
tereſts of my heart were buried with this 
family; and 1 ſcemed to myſelf, as with- 
out kindred or connexions in the midſt of 
mankind, Your dear mamma, indeed, 
ſometimes called to condole with me, and 
Water 
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water my loſſes with her tears; and in 
her, and you, my couſin, young as you 
then were, was locked up and centered the 
whole ſtock that 1 had lefr of endearing 
ſenſations, 
As the ſcenes of my former happineſs 
ſerved, daily and nightly, to render me 
more wretched by a ſad recollection ; I 
determined to quit my houſe and to take 
private lodgings. For this purpoſe I 
ſummoned Mr. Golding's domeſtics; and; 
as he had made no will, I firſt paid them 
their wages, and then gave them ſuch 
pretended legacies as brought their tcars 
and their bleſſings in a ſhower upon me. 
As ſoon as ] had diſcharged all, except 
the two favourite ſervants of my maſter 
and my Matty, I defired that John, our 
little old man, ſhould be ſent to me. 
John, ſaid J, as he entered, here is a bill 
for five hundred pounds, which our good 
old maſter has left you, in token of his 
acknowledgment of your true and loving 
ſervices, and to help, with what you have 
ſaved, to ſoften and make eaſy the bed of 
death in your old age. Do you mean to 
part with me, Sir, faid John, ſeemingly 
thankleſs and unconcerned about the pitt 
which Ihad offered him? Indeed, John, faid 
I, in my preſent ſtate of dejection, attend- 
ance. of any kind would but be an encum- 
brance 
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brance to me. Then, Sir, you may keep 


your bounty to yourſelf, for [ ſhall break 
my heart before five and twenty hours 
are over, Nav, John, faid I, I am far 
from turning you from me; ſtay with me 
as wy friend and welcome, but not as 
my ſervant; and I ſhall fee the comfort 
of old times in always ſeeing you about 
me. Thank you, thank you, Sir, he 
cried, I will not diſturb you with my 
tears; but, I ſhould die unbleſſed, 1 
ſhould die unbleſſed, if I died out of your 
preſence! ſo ſaying, he ruſhed from me in 
a fit of reſtrained paſſion. . 
1 then ſent for my wife's maid, whom [I 


formerly mentioned. She had juſt heard 


of my diſcharging the other fervants, and 


entered with a fad and alarmed counte- 


nance. Come near, Suſan, I am going to 
part with you, faidI; come to me, and give 
me a farewel kiſs. She approached with 
downcaſt looks, when, taking her in my 
arms, I preſſed and kiſſed her repeatedly, 
and ſcarce witheld my tears. O, my girl, my 
Matty's precious girl, I cried, I am not 
forgerful of your love, your honour, and 
your diſintereſtedneſs toward us. Here, 
my Suſy, your darling miſtreſs preſents you 
with this bill of a thoufand pounds, and, if 
you chooſe, I will give you caſh for it within 
a quarter of an hour, This, however, does 

| nor 
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not diſcharge me from my regard and at- 
tention to you. You are of a helpleſs ſex, 
my Suſy, that is ſubject to many impoſitions 
and calamities; wherefore, when this ſum 
ſhall fail you, come to me again, come to 
me as to your friend, as to your debtor, 
Suſy, and I will repeat my remembrance, 
and repeat it again, as you may happen to 
have occaſion; for, while I have ſixpence 
left, the favourite friend of my Matty ſhall 
nor want her proportion. 

Here the grateful and amazed creature 
tw herſelf on the floor. She cried 
aloud, while the family heard and echoed 
to her lamentations. She claſped my 
knees, ſhe kiſſed my feet again and again, 
I could not — myſelf, I could not 
force her from me. O, my maſter, ſhe 
eried, my all that is left to me of my adored, 
my angel mittreſs! muſt I then be torn 
from you? muſt you live without the ſer- 
vice of the hands and heart of your Su'y ? 
But, I underſtand your regard and care 
for me, my maſter! it is a crucl and naugh- 
ty world, and mult be complied with. 
Here! compelled her to riſe, and kiſſing 
ber again, I turned haſtily to che chamber 
where my Matty's corple had been laid; 
and bolting the door, and caſtinz mylelt 
onthe bed, I broke into tears, and at length 
wept myſelf to ſlee p. 

While 
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While I was preparing to leave the once 
loved manſion, I found, in Mr. Golding's 
cabinet, a parchment that much ſurpriſed 
me. On my marriage, he had propoſed 
to make a ſettlement of his fortune upon 
me, which, however, I obſtinately refuſed 
to accept ; whereupon, without my privi- 
ty, he got this deed perfected, which con- 
tained an abſolute conveyance to me of all 
his worldly effects and poſſeſſions; and this 
again renewed in me the tender and ende ar- 
ing remembrance of each of thoſe kind- 
neſſes and benefits which he had formerly 
conterred upon me. £ 
I now found myſelf in poſſeſſion of near 
a million of money, which, however, in 
my diſpoſnion of mind at the time, ap- 
peared no worthier than ſo much lumber 


jn a waſte room. And l know not how it 


was that, through the ſubſequent courſe of 
my life, although I was by no means of 
an economical turn, though I never ſued 


for a debt, nor gave a denial to the wants 


of thoſe who aſked, nor turned away from 
him who defired to borrow of me, yet 
uncoveted wealth came pouring in upon 
2 co 

It was not without ſome ſighs and. 
a plentiful ſhower, that I departed from 
the ſear of all my paſt enjoyments. I took 
lodgings within a few doors of your fa- 

| cher, 
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ther; and my little houſehold conſiſted 
of my favourite Iriſhman, my little old 


man, two footmen, and an elderly wo- 


man who uſed daily to dreſs a plain diſh 
of meat for us. 


It was then, my faireſt couſin, that 
your opening graces and early attractions 


drew me daily to your houſe; my heart 
was ſoothed and my griets cheered by the 
ſweetneſs of your prattle; and I was melt- 
ed down and minted anew, as it were, 


by the unaffected warmth and innocence 


of your careſſes. 
As I had no faith in dreams, not even 
in that of my Matty, I thought it impoſ- 


 fible that 1 ſhould ever marry again. I 


therefore reſolved, in my own mind, to 


| mak y ou yy lich, and to onde you un 


marriage, with the beſt part of my fortune. 


— But, you are a little pale, madam, you 


look dejected and fatigued. If you pleale; 
I will ſuſpend my narration for the preſent; 


and in the morning, if you chooſe it, as early 


as you will, I ſhall renew and proceed | in 
my :nfignificant hiſtory. Here he preſſed 


| her hand to his lips, She withdrew with 


a tearful eye, and a heaving heart; and, 


the next day, he relumed his narration, as 
followeth. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XV. 


time, were a great conſolation to 
me, and a ſweet lightener of my afflic- 


tions; yet the griefs of heart which I had 


ſuffered were not without their effect: 


at length they fell on my conſtitution, and 
affected my nerves or ſpirits; I think our 


doctors pretty much confound the one 


with the other. Accordingly, I was ad- 


viſed to travel for change ot air and ex- 
erciſe; and I was preparing for my jour- 


neys when there happened in my family. 


the moſt extraordinary inſtance of an ever- 
watchful providence that occurs to my 
memory, 

My little old man John began to decline 
apace, and at length took to his bed; and, 


having a tender triendſhip for him, I went 


to lit beſide hin), and to comfort him the 
belt I could. John, ſaid J, are you afraid 


to die? No, Sir, not at all, not in the leaſt; 


I loog to be diſſolved and to be with our 
loving Lord. Indeed, John, ſaid l, I am 


inclined to think you have been a very 


good liver, A dog, Sir, a mere dog, 


deſperately wicked, the vileit of ſinners | 
Lam a murderer doo, m/ maſter, there's 


blood 


HOUGH you, my couſin, at that 
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blood upon my head. Blood! ſaid I, and 
ſtarted. Yes, Sir, replied John; but then 
the blood that was ſhed for me, is ſtronger 
and more precious than the blood that was 
ſhed by me. Blood, however, John, is a 
very terrible thing; are you not afraid to 
appear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt? 
By no means, my dear maſter; I have 
long ſince laid the burden of my ſins be- 
fore him, for I had nothing elle to bring 
to him, nothing elſe to offer him; and he 
has accepted them and me, and my con- 
ſcience is at reſt in him. Then, John, 
there may yet be room for hope. There 
is aſſurance, my maſter; for I have laid 
hold upon the rock, and cannot be ſhaken. 
But how do you intend to diſpoſe of 
your worldly ſubſtance? All that I have, 
Sir, I got with you and my old maſter; [| 
and, where I found it, even there I reſolve 
to leave it. Indeed, John, I will not finger 
a penny of your money. How much may 
it amount to? Eight hundred and thirty 
ſeven pounds, Sir, or thereabout. And 
have you no relations of your own ? Not 
one living that I know of. Then think 
of ſome one elſe, for no part of it ſhall lie 
on my conſcience, I aſſure you, 

I have read ſomewhere or other, Sir, of 
a great king who was adviſed of God, in 
a dream, to take the very firſt man, 

| whom 
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whom he ſhould meet the next morning, 
to be his partner in the government. 
Now, if it pleaſes you, my maſter, I will 
follow the L ke counſel; and whoſoever 
mall be firſt found before our door, let 
that perſon be the owner and inheritor of 
my ſubſtance, Ir ſhall be even as you ſay; 
I will go and fee whom God (hall be pleaſ- 
ed to {end to us. 
Accordingly I went and opened our 
door, when a woman, who had nearly 
paſſed, turned about at the noiſe, and 
perceiving me, came up and ſaid, A little 
charity, Sir, for the ſake of him who had 
not where to lay his head ! 
I was ftrongly affected by the manner 
in which ſhe addreſſed me, and, eyeing 
her attentively, I oblerved that the was 
clean though meanly apparelled ; where- 
fore, to make a further trial whether our 
adventure was likely to prove proſperous 
or not, I ſlipt a guinea into her hand, and 
delired her to go > about her buſineſs. Ac- 
cordingly, ſhe curtſied and went from me 
a few ſteps, when, looking into her hand, 
the turned ſuddenly back; Sir, Sir, ſays the, 
here had like to have been a lad miltake 
you meant to give me a ſhilling, and you 
have given me a whole guinea. It was, 
lays 1, a very great miſtake, indeed; $ bs 
| S 
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be pleaſed to come in, and we will try to 
rectify our errors. 
Here, I rook her into the chamber 
where John lay, and, having conſtrained 
her to ſit down, I put my hand in my 
pocket. Here, good woman, faid 1, 
here are ten guineas for you, to make 
you ſome amends for the miſtake I was 
guilty of in giving you but one. The 
poor creature could ſcarcely credit her 
ſenſes, but, raiſing her eyes in ecſtaſy, 
and dropping from the chair upon her 
knees, ſhe was proceeding to bleſs me; 
but I peremptorily inſiſted on her retaking 
her ſeat, Miſtreſs, ſaid J, be pleaſed to 
ſtay your prayers for the preſent ; what! 
want from you is the ſtory of your life : 
tell me who and what you are, withoue 
ſuppreſſing any circumſtance, or conceal- 
ing the faults of which you have been 
guilty, and I will make you the miſtrels 
of twenty guineas, that ſhall be added to 
what you have already received, 
Sir, faid ſhe, you frighten me; my ſto- 
ry is a very unhappy and a very fooliſh 
ſtory, and cannot be of the ſmalleſt con- 
ſequence to you. Sure, you are too much 
of the gentleman to deſire to enſnare me; 
and, indeed, I know not of any thing 
whereby I may be enſnared. Wherefore, 
bountiful 


$77 04 
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bountiful Sir, unto you, as unto heaven, 
I will open my whole ſoul, without ſeek- 
ning to know why you look into the con- 
ceras of ſuch a worm as | am, 
| | am the daughter of a farmer in Eſ- 
ſex, my maiden name was Elenor Damer. 
| was married, early in life, to a man 
who kept a chandler's ſhop in a little 
lane that led to Tower Hill, his name 
was Barnaby Tirrell. Barnaby Tirrell! 
exclaimed John, are you very ſure that his 
W name was Barnaby Tirrel]? Peace, John, 


man, or of any other matter, I command 
W you not to interrupt the woman, till ſhe 
has finiſhed her ſtory. She then con- 
tinucd. 


N 
ö 
) 
| 


but one brother, a twin brother; and we 
W loved one another, as though there was no 


nn - 

body elſe in the world to be loved. 

o About three years before my marriage, 
wy brother Tommy, then a ſweet pretty 

o. lad, took to a ſea-faring life, and went 

4h from me, I know not where, upon a voy- 

n- ege that I was told was a very great way 

ch Hoff; and fo I cried, day and night, as 

ce; many tears after him as would have ſery- 

ns ed me to ſwim MW. 

re, RE My huſband was very fond of me, and, 

fol hen he uſed to fee me cry, while he ſpoke 


t of 


cried; whatever you may know of this 


» | had neither brother nor ſiſter, Sir, 


* 
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of my Tommy, he would kiſs me and try 
to comfort me, and ſay, that he wiſhed 
for nothing more than his return to Old 
England, that he might welcome him and 
love him as much as 1 did. 

One night, on the ninth month of my 
marriage, as I ſat moping and alone, my 
huſband being abroad upon ſome buſineſs, 
I heard a knocking at the door, which was 
opened by our little ſervant girl. And 
then, before you could ſay this, in leaped 
my brother, and catched me faſt in his 
dear arms. 

I gave a great ſhout for joy, you may 
be ſure; and puſhing my Tommy from me, 
and >ulling him to me again and again, ( 
we embraced, and cried, and kiſſed, and 
embraced and kiſſed again, as though we 
never could be tired. n 
In the mean while, the door 1 open, il * 
my cruel Barnaby entered, unperceived by 
either of us; and ſeeing a flrange man ſo 
fond and familiar with me, he opened 
long . claſped- knife which he had in his 
pocket, and ruſhing up, he gave my dat- 
ling brother three ſtabs in the body, be- 
fore he could ſpeak a word or turn about 
to defend himſelf. Then, caſting down 
the knife, in a minute he was out of the 
houſe, and I never ſaw him more. l 

1 
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For a time, i flood like a ſtone, and 
then giving a great ſhriek, I fainted an | 
fell on my biother as he lay weltering | in 
his blood. 

Our little Mary, in che while, bring 
frighted almoſt to death, ran about like a 
wild thing, and alarmed the ſtreet. Our 
neighbours crowded in, and ſent for the 
next ſurgeon. My brother's wounds were 
probed and drelſed, and he was laid in our 
ſpare bed. 

Mean time, being forward with child, 
I fell into ſtrong and untimely labour, 
and after very grievous travel, was deli- 
vered of a boy, who was chriſtened and 
called James, after my dear and lately de- 
ccaſed father. | 

No pains of my own, however, kept 
me from inquiring after that dear and la— 
mented brother who had been killed, as 1 
ſuppoſed, for his love. to me.; But his 
youth and natural ſtrength carried him 
through all dangers. In three months he 
was up and about, as well as ever; and, 
in leſs than three more, he ſet out on ano- 
ther voyage, from whence he never, ne- 
ver, O never returned! | 

Before he went abroad, my dear and 
lweet fellow had left me a note of hand 
for the receipt of his wages. But, in five 
years after, | | heard that he was caſt away, 

| * 5 =. 
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or killed by the Barbary people : and, 
though I went and went again, in the 
middle of my wants, and in the mid- 
dle of my ſorrows, to aſk and to petition 
for his pay from the admiralty ; I never 
could get an anſwer of any profit or any 
comfort. 

My little Jemmy, however, grew and 
throve and prated apace, and was my only 
prop under all my afflictions. My huſ— 
band, indeed, had left me in pretty cir- 
cumſtances ; ; and, had he but ſtayed with 
me, we ſhould have proſpered above our 
fellows. But, what can a woman do, 
ſingle, weak, and unprotected ? I was im- 
poſed upon by ſome ; by others J was re. 
fuſed payment for the goods that I had 
given; and at length | was reduced to po- 

verty, and obliged to ſhut up ſhop. 

Mean time J had ſpared no coſt on the 
bringing up of my Jemmy. I had given 
him ſchoo! learning, and he now was 
grown a very towardly and clever boy: 
and, having taken to meſſages, my ſweer 
fellow, every night, uſed to bring to me 
whatever he had earned in the day-time. 
In the loſs of my huſband and brother; 
in the loſs of my Barnaby, and in the 
loſs of my Tommy, to be ſure I hat 
grief upon grief; fo that my health well 
from me, and next my ſtrength 2 

ro 
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from me, and I was not. able to work at 
the waſhing buſineſs as before. But this 


didn't ſignify much, while my. child had 
his health; for he had now got a porter's 


place in the Cuſtom-houſe, and, young as 


he was, he willingly carried heavy burdens 
to have the pleaſure of bringing home his 
hard earnings to his mammy. But, aboug 


fix weeks ago, may it pleaſe your ho- 


nour, my dear boy fell ill of a quartan 


and his mother's heart, ſtill continue to 
labour. 

As ſoon as ſhe had ended "Tp" Pe: nar- 
tative, Well, John, ſaid J, methinks this 
buſineſs will do; in my opinion you have 
got a very worthy inheritor of your for- 


Sir, let me aſk her a queſtion or two, if 


And now, tell me the truth; Did you 
ever love your huſband? Yes, dearly, 
indeed, very dearly did J love him; for 


ſerable night. But when, as 1 thought, 
he had killed my brother, I hated him as 
much as I had ever loved him before. 
But then again, when my Tommy had re- 
covered of his wounds, I ſent far and near 


D 3 and 


ague, as they call it, under which he, 


tune: what fay you to it, John? Furſt, 


you pleaſe. Honeſt woman, draw your 
chair a little nearer to me, I pray you. 


he had loved me very dearly, till that mi- 
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and when I could learn no tidings of 
him, I put it into all the printed papers, 
that Thomas Damer was well recovered, 
and that Barnabas Tirrel, who had wouitd- 
ed him, might return, without danger, to 
his wife and infant. 

And he is returned, ſhouted John, he 
is returned, my Nelly your barbarous 


and bloody huſband, who ſtabbed your 


brother, and left you and your infant to 
famiſh, he is returned to you, my Nelly! 
and, in his death, he ſhall make you 
amends for all the ſufferings which he 
brought upon you, during his lifetime ! 
But, my maſter, my deareſt maſter, ſend 
immediately for my child, my Jemmy, I 
beſeech you, that, bad as J am myſelf, 1 
may give him a father's bleſſing before 


I die! 


at once ſo wonderful and fo tender; and 
I dire&ly ſent ſervants and a ſedan chair 
for James, with orders to have him care- 
fully and warmly wrapt up; for, what his 
mother told me of him had, already, 
given me a very Rrong prejudice in his 
| tavour. 

Mean while, Mrs. Tirrel had ſunk on 
her knees by her huſband's bed-fide, and 


was plentifully pouring forth Ler tears 
upen 


I was ſurpriſed and affected, madam; 
beyond expreſſion, by incidents that were 
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vpon him; partly for joy of having found 
him, and partly tor grief of having found 


him in that condition. 

O, my Nelly, my Nelly, cried Parnabae, 
had 1 known who the perſon was whoſe 
blood I drew that terrible night, I would 


ſooner have thruſt my knife into my own. 
heart, than into any part of the body of 


that dear brother of yours. But I was 
old and ugly, you know; and you were 
young and handſome and jealouſy is a 
mad devil that rages in the brealt like 


hell- fire; it never knew how to ſpare, but 


tears and conſumes every thing that comes 
within its reach. 

At length James was brought to us; and, 
as we were in his father's apartments, a 


chamber no-way adorned, James entered 


without any reſpect to perſons. He was 
a tall and comely youth, but very pale 


and lean; and, as it was one of his well 
days, he walked in without help. He 


had barely been told that his mother ſent 


for him in a hurry ; ; lo that he entered 
| with a viſible alarm in his countenance. 


What is the matter, my dear mother ? 


by. he; alas, I am little able to help you 


at preſent, I hope nothing has happened 
that is ſuddenly diſtreſsful. Nothing amils, 


my child, more than that your dear fa- 


ther, for whom I have ſought and been 
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Gghing this many a year, your father lies 
dangerouſly ill in this very bed, my Jemmy. 


Am I then fo bleſſed, cried the boy, as o 


{ee and embrace a father? O my child, 
exclaimed the old man, and eagerly 
ſtretched his arms toward him, come to 
my boſom, thou only offspring of my 
bowels! I may now ſay, with bleſſed Jacob, 
let me die, let me die, ſince I have ſeen 
thy face, and thou art alive, my ſon! 

I would at any time give a thouſand 


pounds, my couſin, far a tenth of the 


enjoyment that I then had, in the feelings 
which God poured into the hearts of this 
little family, on their ſo very unexpected 
and marvellous a meeting. 1 appeared to 
me, however, that young James even ex- 
cceded his parents in love; and this gave 
me ſuch a cordial attachment to him, that 


from that hour to this we have never been 


ſundered. He never failed nor forſook 

me; and, at this very day, he is my re- 
ſpected friend, and the ſuperintendant of 
my family. 

John, otherwiſe Barnabas, continued to 
linger, for about a fortnight longer, and 
then departed quite happy, and without a 
groan. During the ſame ſpace alſo, James 
was daily attended by my own phy ſician, 
and was nearly re- eſtabliſhed | in his health, 


Being 


es 
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Being then intent on my departure, I 
ſent for Mrs. Tirrel. Mrs. Tirrel, ſays J, I 


ſhould be much inclined to take your 
James along with me, if I did not think 
you would grieve overmuch in his ab- 
ſence, No, no, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I would to 


heaven I were, myſelf, a young man for 


your ſake, 1 debra no better either of him 


or for him, than that he ſhould live and 
die faithfully and lovingly in your ſervice. 
When Mr. Clinton came to this part of 


his ſtory, a meſſenger entered in fearful 


haſte, and delivered a letter to lady 


Maitland. As ſoon as ſhe had run it over, 
My deareſt Sir, ſhe cried, l muſt leave 


you this inſtant. 1 lately made you an' 
offer of a hundred thouſand pounds; and 


now I know not that I have ſo many ſhil- 


lings upon earth, 1 am here informed, that 
the ” truſtee of all my affairs has abſconded 
and made his eſcape to France ; but I muſt 
hurry to town, and 1nquire after this 
bulineſs. So ſaying, ſhe curtſeyed, and 


luddenly withdrew, without giving her 
| couſin time to make atender of his ſervices. 


The next morning, Mr. Clinton ordered 


his chariot to the door, and haſtened ta 


attend her ladyſhip at her houſe in Lon- 
don; but there he was told, that ſhe had 
ſet out for Dover about an hour before; 
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and he returned, much dejected and oriev- 
ed on her account. 

In about three weeks after, Mr.Clement, 
with his young pupil, came home, quite 
lightened of the money they had taken 
abroad. Mr. Fenton, for ſo we ſhall call 
him again, gave Clement a friendly embrace, 

and rook Harry to his careſſes as though 
he had returned from a long and danger- 
ous voyage. 

Well Clement, ſaid Mr. Fenton. what 
account have you to give us of your 
expedition? An account, Sir, that would 
be extremely diſpleaſing to any man liv- 
ing except yourſelf: in ſhort, our young 
centleman, here, has plunged you above 
a thouſand pounds in debt, over the large 
ſums that we carried with us. I hope 
the objects were worthy, ſaid Mr. Fenton. 
Wonderfully worthy, indeed, Sir; I never 
ſaw ſuch tender and affecting ſcenes, 
Then I ſhall be overpaid and enriched by 
the narration. 

Here, Harry inquired den pallemtly for 

_ Mrs. Clement and his friend Ned; and be- 
ing told that they were on a viſit to the 
' widow Neighbourly, he took a haſty leave 
for the preſent, and away * flew to em- 
brace them. 

As ſoon as he was gone, Sir, faid Mr, 

Clement, I cannot think that there is, in the! ! 
World, 
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WH 


world, ſuch another boy as yours. I will 


leave to himſclf the detail of our adven- 
tures in the ſeveral] priſons z they had ſuch 


an effect on his heart, that they cannot 
but have made a deep impreſſion on his 
memory; ſo I ſhall only tell you of what 
happened in our way to London. 

As we were chatting and walking leiſure- 
ly along the road, a poor man before us 
happened to dropin a fit of the falling-ſick- 
neſs. When Harry {aw the writhings and 
convulſions in which he lay, he turned 
pale, and looked vaſtly frightened ; and, 
ſcizing me under the arm, he cried, Come, 
come away ! and hurried me off as faſt as 
he could. But we had not gone far, till 
his pace began to avate, and topping, and 
helitating, Let us turn, let us turn, Mr. 
Clement, he cried, let us go back again and 
help the poor man! We then returned 
haſtily, and, riſing his bead, we kept him 
from bruiſing it againſt the ground, [ 
then forced open his clinched hands, and, 
having chafed the palms awhile, he began 
to recover, and ſoon came to himſelf. 


| Meanwhile Harry's fright- was not yet 


quite over. He ſeemed willing to get away 


from the object of his terror, and, putting 


his hand in his pocket, and giving him all 
the ſilver he had, he wiſhed him better 
health, and away he went, 

D 6 We 
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We had not gone above half a mile 
further, when I ſaw a little girl, in a field 
on the right hand, endeavouring to drive a 
cow through a ſmall gate into the road, 
in order to be milked, as I ſuppoſe, by 
her mother; but the cow kicked' up her 
heels and proved wanton and refractory, 
and ran hither and thither, and would not 
be guided. The poor child then ſet up 
a cry of as bitter diſtreſs, as if all that was 
valuable in the world was going to ruin. 
Harry gave a ready ear to "the ſound of 
lamentation, and ſeeing the plight that the 
poor thing was in, he ſuddenly croſſed the 
road, above ankle deep in dirt, and, 
leaping the ditch, he proved nimbler 
than the cow, and, driving her through 
the paſe, he turned her into the way that 
the child would have her go. 

That morning, indeed, was to Harry a 
morning of petty adventures. By the 
time that we approached the {uburbs, we 
had nearly overtaken a grown girl who car- 
ried a baſket of eggs on her head. A 
great lubberly boy, juſt then, paſſed us by 
at a {mart pace, and, tripping up to the 
girl, gave the baſket a tip with his hand, 
and daſhed all the eggs into maſh againſt 
a ſtoney part of the road, and, again 
taking to his heels, run on as before. 
Immediately Harry's indignation was 1 
dle 
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Fed; and, ſerting out at top ſpeed, he ſoon” 
overrook him, and gave him ſeveral ſmart 
ſtrokes with his little cane, acroſs the 
ſhoulders. The ſellow then turned upon 


Harry and gave him a furious blow with 
his fiſt over the head, while I haſtened to 


his relief, as I perceived that the other 
was quite an over-match for him. But, 
before I arrived, our hero had put a quick 
end to the combat; for, ſpringing from 
the ground, he darted his head. full into- 
the noſe and mouth of his adverſary, who 
inſtantly roared out, and, ſeeing his own 
blood come pouring down, he once more 
took to flight, while Harry continued to 
preſs upon him, and belaboured him at: 
pleaſure, till he judged that he had beaten: 
him to the full value of the eggs. 
Meanwhile the poor girl, wholly un- 
mindful of what paſſed, remained wailing 


and wringing her hands over the wreck 


of her merchandiſe. The voice of a Syren 
could not ſo powerfully have attracted and 
recalled Harry from thelength he had gone; 


he returned with ſpeed to her, and I fol- 


lowed. My poor girl, fays he, where were 


you going with thoſe eggs? To market, 


maſter, ſays ſhe. And what did you ex- 
pect to get for them? About five ſhillings, 
Sir; and I had promiſed my daddy and 
mammy to lay it out in ſhoes and ſtock- 
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1ngs for my little brothers and ſiſters; and 
ſ> I muſt now bear all the blame of the 
poor things going batetoot. Here, ſhe 
again let up her wailings, and her tears 
poured down afreſh, 

4arry then deſired me to lend him ten 
ſhiliings,and turning to the mourner, Hold 
out jout two hands, my poor girl, he cried: 
then, putting five ſbillings i into each hand, 
here is the payment for your eggs, ſaid 
he; and here are five {billings more, 
though I fear it is too little, to pay you for 
all the tears they coſt you. 

Never did I ſec ſo ſudden, ſo great a 
change in any countenance. Surpriſe, 
gratitude, ecſtaly flaſhed from her eyes, 

and gave a joyous fluſh' to the muſcling 
« her aſpect, She hurried her money 
into her boſom, and dropping on her knees 
in the dirt, and ſeizing hold of Harry's 
hand, ſhe ſqueezed and. kifſed it repeated- 
ly, without being able to utter a word; 
while Harry's eyes began to fill, and, en- 
deavouring to diſengage himſelf, he made 
off as faſt as he could, from ſuch thanks 
as he thought he had no way deſerved. 

This, Sir, was the laſt of our adventures 
going to London. But had you ſeen us, 
on our return, about two hours ago, you 
would have wondered at the mirey plight 
into which we were put, by helping pal- 

ſengers 
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ſengers up with their bundles, that had 


tumbled into the dirt; or by aſfilting to 
raile cattle that had Allen under their e car- 


riages; for maſter Harry would compet 
me to be as buſy and active in matters 


of charity, as himſelf. 

However, Sir, I am to tell you, that 
Harry, with all his excellencies of perſon, 
heart, and underſtanding, will be account- 
ed a mere idiot among people of diſtinc- 
tion, if he is not permitted to enter into 
ſome of tne fathionable foibles and ta- 
ſhionable vices of the age. 


We were taking a walk in the mall, 
when we were met by the earl of Manl- 


field, who expreſſed great joy at ſeeing 
his old acquaintance, as he called him; 


and he preſſed us ſo earneſtly to din- 


ner, that we could not, in eee re- 
fuſe him. 

There was a vaſt als of com- 
pany, eſpecially of the little quality of 
both ſexes, who came to pay their re- 


ſpects ro young lord Bottom and his liſter 


the lady Louila. 

Harry was received and ſaluted by lady 
Mansfield and the young lord, without 
any appearance of the old animoſity. Some 
time after dinner, a large pacquet of let- 
ters was brought in to the earl, and, mak- 
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ing his excuſe to Harry alone, he roſe 


from the table and retired to his cloſet. 
Lord Bottom and his ſiſter then led rhe 
young males and females to an adjoining 


apartment, where ſeveral card-tables were 


laid; and I began to tremble for the credit 
of my pupil on the occaſion, as I knew 
him to be a novice in ſuch matters. 

In the mean time, the remaining ladies 
and gentlemen divided mto two or three 


parties at Ombre; and I fauntered about 


the room, admiring the prints of the 


Ariadne and the Aurora that were taken 
from Guido, as alſo ſome capital paintings 


that the earl had brought from Italy. 

I had ſpent above an hour in this plea- 
ſing amuſement, and had nearly made the 
tour of the whole dining- room; when, 
as I ſtood at a little diſtance behind my 
lady's chair, ſeeming inattentive to any 
thing that paſſed, Lord Bottom entered on 


tiptoe, and, tripping up to his mother, 


and tittering and whiſpering in her ear, 
What do you a think, mamma, faid he ? ſure, 
Maſter Fenton is a fool, a downright fool, 


upon my honour! He does not know a 
fingle card in the whole pack ; he does not 


know the difference between the ace of 
hearts, and the nine of clubs. I do not 
think either that he knows any thing of 


the difference or value of coin; for, as 
7 We 
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we paſſed through the hall to-day, a beg- 
gar aſked for a halfpenny, and I ſaw him 


flip a ſhilling into his hand. Indeed, 


mamma, he is the greateſt fool that ever: 
I knew; and yet, poor fellow, he does 
not ſeem to know any thing of the mat- 
ter himſelf, _ F 
During this oration of Lord Bottom on 
the virtues of his new friend, I felt my 


whole body glow and tingle with concern 


and, ſoon after, Harry entered. with the 
reſt of the ſmall 10 . Maſter Fenton, 
cries my lady, I beg to ſpeak with you.. 
Don't you know the cards, my dear? No, 
indeed, madam, Can't you play at dice? 


No, madam. Can you play at draughts, 


poliſh, or cheſs? Not at all, madam. 
Why then, my dear, I muſt tell you, that 
all your father's fortune will never intro- 


duce you among people of any breeding 


or of any faſhion, Can you play at no 
kind of game, Maſter Harry? A little. 
at fox and geeſe, madam. And pray, my 
dear, ſaid my lady ſmiling, which of the- 
parties do you eſpouſe? The part of the 
gceſr, madam. I thought as much, pertly: 
cried out my Lord Bottom; whereupon a 


| loud laugh was echoed through the room.. 


Here, my lady chid the company, and: 
calling Harry to her again, for he had gone 
fumcihing aloof, Tell me, I pray _ 

16 
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ſaid ſhe, why you eſpouſe the part of the 
geeſe? Becauſe, madam, I always with 
that ſimplicity ſhould get the better of 
fraud and cunning. | 

The Counteſs here looked aſtoniſhed ; 
and having gazed awhile at him, and caught 
and kiſſed him eagerly, You are a noble 
fellow, ſhe cried, and all muſt be fools 
or mad that ever ſhall take you for the 
one or the other. _ 

The elder gentry, here, laid their cards 
aſide, and deſired the young ones to ſet 
about ſome play. Lady Louiſa propoſed 
draw-gloves, or queſtions and commands, 
and to it they went. | 

Among the females was one Miſs Up- 
piſh, ſole heireſs to a vaſt fortune. Though 
her perſon was deformed, her face was 
the picture of confident diſdain; and 
ſcarce any one could ſpeak to her, or look MW 
at her, without being told of the contempt if 
ſhe had for them, by the ſide-glance of 
her eye, the writhing of her neck, and 
tofling up of her head, p 

In the courſe of the play our Harry WW 
was commanded to put the candle into i. 
the hand of Miſs Uppiſn, and then to kits IM |}, 
the candleſtick , which command | he | 
obeyed literally, by giving her the candle, 
and kiſſing the candleſtick, which he 
held in his own hand, 

Here- 
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Hereupon, a great ſhout was ſet up in 
the young aſſembly, and, O the fool, the 
ſenſeleſs creature, the fool, the foo), the 
fool! was repeated throughout ; while 
Lord Bottom laughed, and danced about 
1n the impatience "of his joy. 

I] was amazed that Harry's countenance 
ſeemed no way diſconcerted by all this 
ridicule. At length Lady Mansfield called 
him to her. How, my dear, could you 
be guilty of ſuch an error, ſhe ſaid ; did 
not you know that, when you gave the 
candle into the hand of the young lady, 
ſhe became the candleſtick, and it was her 
you ſhould. have kiſſed ? Harry then ap- 

{ proached ta her ladyſhip's ear, and, in a 
pretty loud whiſper, ſaid, I did not like 
the metal, madam, that the candleſtick 
| was made of. Again Lady Mansfield look- 

| ed ſurpriſed, 1 ſaid, you are a ſly rogue, a 
very fly rogue, upon my honour; and have 
ſenſe enough to dupe the wiſeſt of vs all. 

Jemmy Bottom, cried my lady aloud, 
come here! I can't but tell you, Jemmy, 
ry I that you have behaved yourſelf extremely 

o Wl to your young friend here, who might 
us WU have improved you by his example as 
much as he has honoured you by his viſit. 
I ruſt further tell you, Jemmy Bottom, 
that, whenever you pique yourſelf on de- 
grading maſter Fenton, you only pride in 

your 
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your own abaſement, and glory in your 
ſhame. Hereupon I got up, and, leav- 
ing our compliments for the ear}, I car- 
ried off my young charge, for fear of our 
falling into any further diſgrace, 
While Harry is abroad, ſaid Mr. Fen- 
ton, be pleaſed to give me a general 
fetch of the manner in which you diſ- 
poſed of your money, In the firſt place, 
Sir, anſwered Clement, you. will find, by 
this liſt, that, for little more than the five 
hundred pounds allotted, were leaſed ninety- 
five priſoners, whoſe debts amounted from 
forty ſhillings to about twelve pounds per 
man. Theſe, in the general, had been 
journeymen taylors ar weavers, or pro- 
feſſors of other inferior crafts; and, as. 
they wanted: means or encouragement for 
exerciſing their reſpective occupations in 
gaol, they ſubſiſted on the pence which 
they got by begging. at the grates, or on 
their dividends of occaſional ſums, which 
were ſent for their relief by charitable in- 
dividuals. Nearly all of them were thin 
in fleſh, and extremely ſhabby in. cloth: 
ing; and yet they could. hardly be faid 
to excite- compaſſion, as they appeared 
ſo cheerful, and unfeeling of their own 
wretchedneſs. Neither was there one of 
them, that I could learn a ſingle circum- 
ſtance of, whoſe ſtory was worth reciting. 
Some, 
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Some, however, were of a quality much 
ſuperior to this claſs. Among others, 
there was a French marquis and a German 
prince; the prince had been put under 
arreſt by his caterer, and the marquis by 


his taylor; ſo that, ſomething leſs than 


fifty pounds ſet them both at liberty. 
While the keeper of the Fleet Priſon 
was making out a liſt, for us, of the prin- 


cipal debtors, Harry and I took a turn 
about the court, and obſerved two fel- 


lows, in liveries, bearing ſeveral ſmoking 
covers, up the ſtone ſtairs, to a front din- 
ing-room. This ſurpriſed me, and gave 
me the curioſity to inquire what priſoners 
it could be who lived in fo expenſive and 
ſuperb a manner. Sir, ſaid the under- 
keeper, there are few men, now at liber- 
ty, near ſo wealthy as this gentleman, who 
has done us the honour to ſet up his ſtaff 
of reſt in our houſe. His name is Sink. 
He is an attorney and an old bachelor, 


turned of ſixty years of age. He is in 


for ſeveral ſums, amounting to upward of 
nine thouſand pounds, and he is reputed to 


be worth above double that money. 


During the laſt twenty years, he be- 
haved himſelf with the ſtricteſt probity 
toward all men, and with the ſtricteſt ap- 
pearance of piety toward God. In the 
dark, in froſt and ſnow and all inclemen- 

cies 
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cies of weather, he never miſſed attending 

morning ſervice at church, He was 

equally ſolicitous to be at evening prayer; 

and, whatever company he chanced to 

dave with him, or, how important ſo- 
ever the buſineſs in which he was engaged, 
the moment he heard the bell ring, he 
would huddle up his papers and break away 
without ceremony, He was eager in his 
| inquiries to know where the ſacrament was 
ſooneſt to be adminiſtered, and he never 
miſſed receiving it at leaft once in the 
week, Whenever he heard any pro- 
faneneſs or obſcenity in the ſtreets, he 
would ſtop to reprove and expoſtulate with 
the offender. In ſhort, he ſo perfectly 
counterfe'ted or took off, as they call it, 
the real Chriſtian, that many looked to 
ſee him, like Enoch or Elijah, taken alive 
into heaven. 

This perpetual parade of fanftity 2 gave 
him ſuch an eclat and unmeaſurable | cre- 
dit, that he was left truſtee and executor 
in a multitude of wills; and numbers allo 
depoſited their ſubſtance in his hands, in 
order to be laid out at intereſt on ſecuri- 
ties, and ſo forth. 

Three months ſince, about the dawn- 
ing, as his butcher happened to pals by 
his door, he heard it open, and turning, 


law a number of porters come out heavy 
laden. 
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cion. He let them all paſs, and, Walking 


ſoftly after, he ſtepped up to the hind? 
moſt and offered him half a crown, on 


condition of his telling him where they 
were catrying thoſe parcels. "That I will, 
ſaid the porter; for the ſecret, if ſuch it 


is, is nothing to me you know. In ſhort 
we are carrying them to the wharf, to be 


put on board a boat that waits to take 
them in. 


The butcher ſaid no more, but 1908 


away to the baker, and, as they both run 


to the office, they met the brewer by the 
way. They took out their reſpective 


actions, and, taking a conſtable with them, 
they ſeized on good Mr. Sink, as he 
was ſtepping into a coach and ſix to make 
the beſt of his way to Dover. He would 


have paid them their money and diſ- 
charged their actions on the ſpot; but 


here the maſter, in whom he truſted, hap- 
pened to leave him in the lurch. As he 


had turned all his effects into money, and 
his money into paper, he had not at hand 
wherewith to pay his inſtant creditors. So 
they hurried him to gaol, and, before the 


Banks were open, the matter was blown, 


and action after action came pouring faſt 
upon him, 


When 


laden. This gave him a kind of ſuſpi- 
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When he found himſeif thus at bay, he 
caſt aſide his diſguiſe, and fer them all at 
defiance. His creditors have ſince offered 
to accept ten ſhillings, and ſome of them to 
accept five ſhillings in the pound; but he 
ſwears that he will never pay them a groat; 
for he is now as liberal of his oaths and 
impious execrations, as he was lately of 
his more impious profanation of Goſpel 
phraſes. And thus he daily revels in the 
ſenſual conſumption of thoſe wretches 
whom he hath ſo inhumanly defrauded; 
while hundreds of orphans and widows, 
and other miſerables periſh for want of 
the ſuſtenance, which one infernal appe- 
tite devours without remorſe. Nay, {e- 
veral of his creditors are, at this very 
time, famiſhing in this priſon, while they 
ſee him feaſting ſo laviſhly upon their 
ſpoils. | He 4 
The gorge of my ſoul, cried Mr, Fen— 
ton, the very gorge of my ſoul riſes a- 
gainſt this Dæmon. Can nothing be done 
to bring him to puniſhment? Our parlia- 
ment will ſurely interfere in ſuch a calling 
exigence; they will ſend to the ſeveral 
Banks, and take up all the depoſits that 
have been made in his name. Alas, Sir, 
ſaid Clement, he was already aware of ſuch 
poſſibilities, and has entered all his lodg- 
3; ments 
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ments in feigned names, and to bearer 
upon demand, | 
Indeed, continued Clement, I heartil 
wiſhed, at the time, that the laws of the 
Grecians and Romans had been in force 
among us, by which the debtor was given 
up to "be ſet to labour, whipped, or tor- 
tured at the pleaſure of the Creanar” 

God forbid, God forbid ! exclaimed | 
Mr. Fenton. 

When we ſee mankind Jivided into 
the rich and the poor, the ſtrong and the 
weak, the ſound and the ſickly, we are 
apt to imagine, that health, ſtrength, or 
opulence, was given to thoſe, and infirmi- 
ty, want, or weakneſs appointed to theſe, 

28 marks of the peculiar favour or diſ- 
favour of Providence. 

God, however, knows that there is 
nothing permanently good, or evil, in 
any of theſe things. He ſees that nothing 
is a good but virtue, and that nothing is j 
a virtue, ſave ſome quality of benevo- [ 
lence. On benevolence, therefore, he . 
builds the happineſs of all his intelligent = 
creatures; and, in this our mortal ſtate, f 
(our ſhort apparatus for a long futurity) 
He has ordained the relative differences [ 
of rich and poor, ſtrong and weak, ſound [ 
and ſickly, &c. to exerciſe us in the offices i 
of that charity, and thoſe affections, 
which, reflecting and reflected, like mutual 

Vor. III. E light 
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light and warmth, can alone make our 
good to all eternity. 

Benevolence produces and conſtitutes 
the heaven, or beatitude of God him- 
ſelf: He is no other than an iofinite 
and eternal Good Will: Benevolence 
muſt, therefore, conſtitute the beatitude 
or heaven of all dependent beings, how- 
ever infinitely diverſified through ſeveral 
departments and ſubordinations, agree- 
able to the ſeveral natures and TART: 
of creatures. 

Gop has appointed human power and 
human wealth, as a ready and ſufficient 
fund for human want and weakneſs; to 
which fund, therefore, they have as good iff | 
a right to lore. as any other creditors 
have to reſp. five truſts or depoſits : for, 
though poverty and weakneſs are not 
creditors by the laws of man, they are 
creditors by the eternal laws of nature 
and equity; and muſt, here, or hereafter, 
bring their debtors to account. 

Every man, when he becomes a mem- 
ber of this or that ſociety, makes a de- 
poſit of three ſeveral ſorts of truſts, That 
of his LIFE, that of his LIBERTY, and 
that of his PROPERTY, 

Now as every man, in his ſeparate or 
mdependenc ſtate, has by nature the abi. 
lute diipoſal of his property, he can con- 

| ve 
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vey the diſpoſal thereof, to ſociety, as 
amply and abſoturely as he was, in his ſe- 
parate right, intitled thereto, 

This, however, cannot be ſaid of his 
life, or of his liberty. He has no man- 
ner of right to take away his own life; 
neither to depart from his own liberty : 
= he cannot therefore convey to others, 4 

right and authority which he hath not 

in himſelf, 
Ihe queſtion then occurs, by what 
| right it is, that the legiſlative and exe- 
| cutive powers of community, appoint 
ſome perſons to death, and others to im- 
priſonment ? My anſwer is ſhort, and 
follows: 

It is the right, perhaps the duty, of 
every man, to defend his life, liberty, 
and property, and to kill or bind the at- 
tempters. This right he can, therefore, 
convey z and, on ſuch conveyance, it be- 
comes the right and duty of the truſtees 
of ſoctety, to put to drath, or impriſon 
ail who take away, or attempt the life, 
iberty, or property of any of its mem- 
Ders. 

This right, however, extends to cri · 
1 ninal matters offly ; and it does not yer 
2 Fefear to me, upon what realo:', or right 
1019 Noe, founded in nature or policy, the 


= oe el ſocieties f mankind have agreed 
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to deliver up their members to ſlavery, 
to ſtripes, tortures, or impriſonment, for 
matters merely civil, ſuch as debts. 

Several of the ſtates of Greece, though 
accounting the reſt of the world as Bar- 
barians, and even the Roman Repub: 
lic, during the times of its moſt boaſted 
policy and freedom, gave up inſolvent 
debtors (without inquiring into the 
cauſes or occaſions of ſuch inſolvency) as 
Daves, or abſolute property, into the 
hands of their creditors, to be ſold at 
will, or put to labour, or ſtarved, ma- 
cerated or tortured, in order to give va- 
lue, in vengeance, which they could not 
give in coin, or other equivalent com- 
modities. 7 

The Jewiſh or Moſaic law, though al- 
lowing ſufficiently, as Chriſt ſays, for 
c the hardneſs of that people's hearts,” yet 
gave perfect enlargement to all Jews wio 
were bondmen, and perfect remiſſion to 
all Jews who were perſonal debtors, on 
every ſeventh; or ſabbatical year: and on 
every ſeventh ſabbatical year, or jubilee, 
all priſons were thrown open ; all ſlaves, 
though foreigners or aliens, ſet at liberty; 
and even the lands were enfranchiled, 
however mortgaged, or labouring under 
debt and execution; that all things, ani 


mate or inanunate, might have an ame! 
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of that immunity, and perfect freedom, 
which God originally intended, and keeps 


in ſtore for all his creatures. 

The laws of Egypt permitted no mem- 
ber to deprive the public of the life, li- 
berty, or labour, of any other member, 


except he were a criminal, not fitting to 


live, or to be ſuffered to walk at large. In 
all caſes of debtor and creditor, they 


equitably appointed value for value, as 


far as the ſubſtance of the debtor could 


reach; and, in caſe of inſufficiency, the 


inſolvent party was obliged to leave, in 
pledge, the Mummies, or preſerved bodies 


of his deceaſed anceſtors, till, by induſtry 
or good fortune, either he, or his poſte- 


rity, ſhould be enabled to redeem them. 
A matter of refined, as well as charitable 


policy; as nothing was held more infa- 


mous, among the Egyptians, than their 


inability to produce the Mummies of their 


forefathers. 


The laws of Holland, * ho late 


qualifications, ſeem to acknowledge the 
iniquity, or inadequatenels, of depriving a 
man of the poſſibility of earning, merely 
becauſe he has not an immediate ability to 
pay. Senſible, therefore, that all men are 
debtors to God, and reciprocally debt- 
ors and creditors to each other, they 
have ordained, that he who impriſons 
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an inſolvent debtor, ſhall pay the pro- 
per penalty, of his malevolence or in- 
diſcretion, by maintaining the party, from 

whom he takes the ability of maintaining 
himſelf. 

It muſt be admitted, that, were our 
laws Jeſs ſevere with reſpect to debtors; 
were people leſs afraid of a jail on failure 
of payment; there would be leſs credit, 
and, conſequently, leſs dealing, in this, fo. 
 wonderouſly wealthy, and trading a nation. 
But if our credit were. leſs, would not 
our extravagance leſſen ao? Should we 

fee ſuch pOmnny tables among people of 
the lower claſs? would fo much claret, 
ſpirits, and ale, intoxicate-a kingdom? 
ſhould we ſce the value of a German 
prince's ranſom gorgeouſly attiring each 
of our belle-dames, if neither merchant, 
butcher, brewer, laceman, mercer, mil. 
tener, nor taylor, would truſt? 

Many of our poor city-dealers are 
yearly undone, with their families, by cre- 
diting perſons, who are privileged not to 
pay, or whole remoteneſs, or power, places 
them beyond the reach of the law. For, 
by the return of neu-mvent. generally 
made upon writs, one would be apt to 
maęine, that no ſingle ſub-ſheriff knew 


4 any ſuch thing, a. 2 man of fortune, 
Within 
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within his reſpective county, throughout 

the kingdom of Great Britain. b 
Before money became the medium of 

commerce, the ſimple buſineſs of the 


world was carried on by truck, or the 


commutation of one commodity for ano- 
ther. But, when men conſented to fix 
certain rateable values upon money, as a 
ready and portable equivalent for all ſorts 
of effects, credit was conſequently intro- 
duced, by the engagements of ſome, to 
pay ſo much money in lieu of ſuch com- 
modities, or to deliver ſuch or ſuch com- 
modities on the advance of ſo much mo- 
ney; and ſtates found it their intereſt to 
ſupport ſuch public credit, by enforcing the 
performance of ſuch engagements, 
By the common-law of England, no 
perſon, except the king, could take the 
body of another in execution for debt; 
neither was this perogative of the crown 
extended to the ſubject till the ſtatute of 
Marlbridge, ch. 23. in the reign of Hen- 
ry III. 155 5 IE 
Many contract debts, thro:gh vanity, 
or intemperance; or borrow money, or 
take up goods, with the intention of 
thieves and robbers, never to make re- 
turn, When ſuch ſuffer, they ſuffer de- 
ſervedly, in expiation of their guilt, But 
there are unavoidable damages by water, 
8 4 by 
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by fire, the cruſh of power, oppreſſive 
Jandlords, and more oppreſſive lawſuits, 
death of cattle, failure of crop, failure 
of payment in others; with thouſands of 
ſuch like caſualties, whereby men may be- 
come bankrupt, and yet continue blameleſs. 
And, in all ſuch caſes, one would think 
that the preſent ruin was ſufficient cala- 
mity, without the exertion of law to make 
that ruin irreparable. 
As all the members of a community 
are intereſted in the life, liberty, and 
labours of each other; he, who puts the 
rigour of our laws in execution, by de- 
taining an inſolvent brother in gaol, is 
guilty of a fourfold injury: firſt, he robs 
the community of the labours of their 
brother; ſecondly, he robs his brother of 
all means of retrieving his ſhattered for- 
tune; thirdly, he deprives himſelf of the 
poſſibility of payment; and, laſtly, he lays 
an unneceſſary burden on the public, who, 
in charity, muſt maintain the member 
whom he, i in his cruelty, confines. 
However, ſince the ſeverity of law 1s 
ſuch, that he, whoſe misfortunes have 
rendered him inſolvent, muſt © make fatil- 
« faction,” (for ſo the ſavages eſteem it) 
by ſurrendering his body to durance for 
life; it 15 ſurely incumbent on our legl- 


lators and governors, to make the condi: 
tion 
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tion of the unhappy ſufferers as little 
grie vous as may be. 

But this moſt chriſtian duty, this moſt 
humane of all cares, 1s yet to come. 
When a debtor 1s delivered up into the 
phangs of his gaoler, he 1s conſigned to 


abſolute and arbitrary ſlavery; and woe 


be to the wretch whoſe poverty may not 
have left him a ſop for Cerberus. How 
more than miſerable muſt be the ſtate of 
thoſe unhappy men who are ſhut in from 
all poſſible redreſs or appeal againſt the 
deſpotic treatment of their ſavage keepers, 
whoſe hearts are habitually hardened to 
all ſenſe of remorſe, and whoſe ears are 
rendered callous by inceſſant groans. 

We are credibly informed, that it is 


uſual, with ſuch keepers, to amaſs conſi- 


derable fortunes from the wrecks of the 
wretched; to ſqueeze them by exorbitant 
charges and illicit demands, as grapes are 
ſqueezed in a vine preſs, while one drop 
remains; and then to huddle them toge-: 


ther, into naked walls and windowleſs 


rooms; having got all they can, and no- 
thing further to regard, ſave the return of 
their lifeleſs bodies to their creditors. 
How many of theſe keepers exact, from 
their diſtreſſed priſoners, ſeven and eight 
ſhillings per week, for rooms that would 
not rent at a third of that ſum, in any 
| E 5 other 
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other part of this city. At times, nine of 
thoſe wretched priſoners are driven to- 
kennel together in.a hovel fit only to ſta- 
ble a pair of horſes, while many unoccu- 
pied apartments are locked up from uſe. 
Even a ſufficiency of the common ele- 
ment of water is refuſed to their ne- 
ceſſities, an advantage which the felons in 
Newgate enjoy. Public or private bene- 
factions are diſſipated or diſpoſed of, at the- 


pleaſure of the Keepers, regardleſs of the 


intention or order of the donors. And: 


the apartments, appointed to theſe miſer- 
able men, are generally damp or ſhattered: 


in the flooring, and expoſed, by breach. 
or want of windows, to the inclemency. 
of night air, and all the rigour. of the- 
ſcaſons. 

But what avail their complaints, if the- 
legiſlature have not authorized, or made it 
the duty of ſome eſpecial magiſtrates to 
examine into and redreſs theſe. cry ing 
abuſes? 

But, tell me, 3 Mr. Fenton, 
were there any. priſoners of conſideration 


among the confined debtors? A few, Sir, 


of note, and many who had been well to 
paſs in the world. Among theſe, indeed, 


it was, that every ſcene. and ſpecies of 


miſery was diſplayed. There you might 


ſe, as you have ſaid, numerous ne, | 
2. of. 
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of wretches, whoſe thin and tattered gar- 
ments but ill defended their ſhivering bo- 
dies from the inclemency of the elements,. 
that blew through ſhattered windows, or 
came pouring from unſtaunched roofs. 
Theſe people fared incomparably worſe: 
than thoſe of the vulgar herd; for, being 
aſhamed to beg at the gates, they had 
nothing to ſubſiſt on, ſave their ſcanty 
port ions of ſuch charities as happened to be 
ſent in, from time to time, and this 
ſcarcely ſupplied them with a ſufficiency of 
water, black bread, and offal; while the 
recollection of their former affluence add- 
ed ſharp and bitter poignancy to the ſenſe 
of their preſent wants. But, here 
comes my pupil; he will be more particu- 
lar, on fcenes with which his heart was {o- 
meltingly affected. DE hee | 
Flarry then entered, with Mrs. Clement N 
carefling him on the one ſide, and his old 
dependent. Ned hanging about him on the 
other. 5 : 45, 
As ſoon as Clement and his Arabella 
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* had embraced, and all were ſettled and 
; teated, Well, Harry, ſaid Mr. Fenton, 
„ will you favour us with ſome account of 
8 jour expedition? Have you ever a pretty | 
f ſtory for me, my Harry? Several ſtories,, ö 
t Sir, ſaid Harry, that were ſweet pretty | 
s W forics when 1 heard them; but, Mr.. | 
f. E 6. Clement | 


8; Tur FOOL or QUALITY. 


Clement had better tell them ; they would 
be ſadly bungled if they came through my 
| hands, dada. The company will make 
allowances, rephed Mr. Fenton; let us 
have theſe ſtories in your own way, Har. 
ry, juſt as your memory may happen to 
ſerve you. 

On the ſecond day, dada, as my tu- 
tor and I were walking in the court yard 
of the Fleet priſon, whom ſhould I ſpy but 
my old maſter, Mr. Vindex, walking, very 
ſad, to and again by the wall. He was 
ſo pale and ſhabby, and ſo fallen away, 
that I did not rightly know him, tl I 
looked at him very earneſtly. My heart 
then began to ſoften and warm toward the 
poor man; for it told me, that ſome- 
thing very ſorrowful muſt have happened, 
before he could have been brought to 
that condition. So I went up to him, 
with a face, I believe, as melancholy 
as his own. 

| How do you do, good Mr. Vindex? ſaid 
IJ. I ſhould be glad to ſee you, if I did 

not ſee you look fo ſad, He then ſtared 
jog me for ſome time, and, at length, re- 
membering me, he looked concerned, and 
turned away to ſhun me; but ! took him 
lovingly by the hand, and ſaid, you muſt 
not leave me, Mr. Vindex; won't you know 


your old ſcholar, Harry F enton? Yes, ol 
6 Gy 
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he, caſting down his mounful eyes, 1 
know you now, maſter; I know I uſed 
you baſely, and 1 know why you are 
come ; bur, reproach- me, and inſult me, 


as much as you pleaſe, all is welcome 
now, ſince I cannot lie lower, till I am 
laid in the earth. | 


do not mean to inſult you; this tear 
will witneſs for me, that I do not mean to 


inſult you, my dear Mr. Vindex; and ſo 


I wiped my eye, Here are twenty gui- 


neas, to put warm clothes upon you in 


this cold weather. Little and low as I 


am myſelf, I will try to do ſomething bet- 


ter for you; and ſo give me one kiſs in 


token that we are friends. 
The poor dear man then opened his 
broad eyes, in a wild ſtare upon me, with 


a look that was made up, half of joy, 


and half of ſhame. He then kneeled 


down, as I ſuppoſed, that I might reach 
to kiſs him, and taking me into his arms, 


You are not born of woman, you are an 


angel, an angel! he cried; and ſo he fell 


a crying, and cry'd ſo fadly, that I could 


not, for my heart, but keep him com- 


pany. 


I did all I could to pacify and mile him 


cheerful, and getting him up at laſt, Lou 
muſt not part with me Mr. Vindex, ſaid b. 


we mult dine and ſpend the day together. 
Here 
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Here 1s Mr. Clement, my tutor, ou and 
he too mult be friends. 
I then led him, by the hand, into A 
large ground room, that Mr. Cloſe, the 
chief keeper, had appointed for us; and I 
ordered dinner to be haſtened and brought 
up. As ſoon as we were all feated, J be- 
gan to laugh and joke, after my fooliſh 
way, in order to make poor Mr. Vindex 
merry. When I tound that it would not 
do, Mr. Vinex, ſaid I, be fo kind to kt 
me know what the money may come to 
for which you are confined ? A terrible 
fum, indeed, my darling, faid he, no leſs 
than a hundred and fifty-two pounds, I 
then put my hand in my pocket, and, tak- 
ing out wo bills and a little matter of mo- 
ney that made vp the ſum, I put it into 
his band, fav ng, My friend ſhall never 
lie in gaol for tuch a trifle as this. | 
Having looked for Jon e time at the 
bilis with amazement, he turned to my 
tutor with a doubtful and ſhamed face; 
Is this young gentleman, Sir, ſaid he, duly: 
authorized to diſpoſe of ſuch valt matters 
as theſe? He is, ſæid Mr. Clement, be is the 
carver and diſpoſer of his father's fortune 
at pleaſure; and I am conhyent that his 
father will think himſelf doubly paid, in 
the uſe that his noble fon has made of 
has privilege this day. * 
125 | A gleam 
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A gleam then, like that of ſunſhine,. 


| broke through his ſad countenance, as 


through the clouds of a dark day ; And, 
are you the one, he cried, are you the one, 
maſter Harry, whom I treated ſo barba- 


roully ? You may forgive me, my little 


cherubim; you, indeed, may forgive me; 
but, I never, I never ſhall forgive myſelf. 


O, Mr, Vindex, {aid I, I would very nearly 


undergo the ſame whipping again, to do- 
you twice the kindneſs, and make you: 


love me twice as much as you now love 


me. 

Dinner was now freed: _ calling 
for wine, I filled him a bumper, in a 
large glaſs, which he drank to the 
health of my glorious dada, as he called 


you, Sir. Upon this, we grew. very mer- 


ry and friendly among one another; and, 
when dinner was over, I begged him to 
tell me how. he came to be put into: 
confinement. 

O, Maſter Harry, he cried, I have ſuf-- 


fered all that I "dio ſuffered,, very juſtly, 
very juſtly, for my barth: and cruel. uſage- 


of you, Maſter Harry. 
After the affair of the hobgoblins, as 
you know, the ſhame. to which I. was put 


by my fright and by my. ſcourging, began 


to be whiſpered, and then to be noiſed 
about the town, The boys, at length,. 
_ CAtC ed. 
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catched the rumour, and began to hoot 
af me; and the more I chaſtiſed them, the 
more they gathered about me, and ſhout- 
ed after me, A rod for the flogger, a rod 
for the flogger. 

No diſeaſe is ſo deadly, no blaſting ſo 
baneful, as contempt to a man, in the 
way of his profeſſion. My boys grew dil- 
_ orderly, and behaved themſelves, in ſchool, 
without reſpect to my perſon, or regard 
to my government. Even my intimates 
ſhunned me, and would caſt at me a ſide- 
glance of ſmiling ſcorn as they paſſed: 
My. ſchool then melted from me like 
ſnow in a fog. Even my boarders for- 
ſook me. I ſtood at a high rent; my ef- 
tects were ſeized by the landlord. It was 
in vain that I ſolicited payment from the 
parents of my ſcholars. No one who was 
indebted to me, would give me a penny; 
while all that I owed came like a tumbling 
houſe upon me; and ſo I was caſt into 
this priſon, from whence your bounty has 
ſet me free, 

My poor broken-hearted wife would 
have accompanied me to gaol ; but, 281 
had not wherewithal to give her a morlel 
of bread, I ſent her to an old aunt who 
had the humanity to take her in. 

Alas, alas, poor Mr. Vindex, ſaid I, had 


I Welle any. part of the miſchiefs that 
our 
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our unlucky pranks have brought upon 
you, I would have put both my hands in- 
to the furnace of Nebuchadnezzar, rather 
than have had art or part in ſuch a wick- 
edneſs. For herein we acted the fable 
of the frogs and the boys; that which 


| was Play to us, was Death to you, Mr. 
Vindex. | 


In conſcience, now, we are indebted to 
you for every misfortune we cauſed you; 
and, as you are not yet paid for the half 
of your ſufferings, I here give you my 


hand and word to make up a hundred 
and fifty pounds more for you; and, for 


this, I will not accept the ſmalleſt thanks, 
as I think it is na more than an act of 
common honeſty. And I, cried Mr. Fen- 
ton, I hold my kf indebted to you a thou- 


| ſand pounds, my noble Harry, for that 


ſingle ſentiment. That's well, that's well, 
dada; cried Harry, (leaping up and clap- 
ping his hands) I ſhall now be clear in the 
world with all my poor creditors ! 

Thus, dada, continued he, it rejoiced 


| my heart, greatly, to ſend poor Mr, Vin- 


dex away, in ſuch triumph; while my 
tutor and I went two or three doors off, 
to ſee a mighty pretty young creature, who 
was {aid to be confined with her antient 
father. And I will tell you their ſtory, 
With two or three other ſtories, more on 

Account 
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account of the incidents that happened 
while we were there, than of any thing 
elſe that was wonderful or uncommon in 
them, 

On tapping at the door, we were deſir- 
ed to walk in, and ſaw a female, with her 
back to us, weaving bohe-lace on a cuſhi- 
on; while an elderly man, with ſpeRacles 
on, read to her in Thomas a Kempis. They 
both roſe to ſalute us. Mr. Clement then 
ſtepped up, and, ſeeing what they were 
about, cried, God cannot but proſper your 
work, good people, ſince you employ your 
tirve to h1s-purpoles, both on earth and in 
Heaven. As an carneft of his kindneſs 
10 you, be ſends you, by us, a conſider- 
able charity, which you ſhall receive as 
oon as you inform us who, and what you 
are, aol bow you came here, Blefſed be 


the meſſengers 2. my God, cried out the 


father, whether they come with happy or 
with heavy tidings! I fay with old Eli, 
It is the Lord, let him da what ſeemeth 
* him good.” 

O dada, I was quite charmed, when 
the daughter turned to me. There was 
ſuch a tweetnels ſuch a heavenly harm- 
leſſneſs in her face, that I could have kiſſ- 
ed her, and kiſſed her, again and again. 

As I had brought a glaſs and the re- 


mainder of our bottle with me, we all 
got 
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about a board that was half ſtool and 
half table, and, after a round or two, the 


good man began his ſtory. 


My father's name was Samuel Stern, 
He had a clear eſtate of nine hundred and 
fifty pounds a year in Suſſex, and had, by 


my mother, three daughters and four 


ſons, of whom I was the ſecond. 
My father, unhappily, was a loyaliſt, 
and when the troubles broke out between 
King Charles and the parliament, he took. 
up all the money he could, at any intereſt, 
and raifed a company, ar his own. colt, 


which he headed on the part of his royal 
maſter. E 


After ſome ſucceſsful ſkirmiſhes, his 
head was ſplit in two by the braad-{word 
of a trooper, at the battle of Naiſby. Im- 
mediately all our ſervants forſook us, each 
carrying away with them whatever came 
to hand; and, quickly after, the ſoldiers. 
of the Commonwealth came, carried off all 
the cattle, and left nothing of our houſe, 
except the bare walls. 5 | 

In the mean time we, poor children, 
tuddled together into the garden, and, 
there ſeparating, ran and crept under 
buſhes and hedges, as ſo many chickens 
my to gain ſhelter from the 

le, | 38 | | 
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As ſoon as the noiſe of the tumult was 


over, we roſe and looked about fearfully; 


and, getting together again, we helped one 


another through the garden hedge, and 


made, as faſt as we could, to the cottage 
of a neighbouring farmer who had been 
our father's tenant. Here we were receiv- 
ed coldly, and fared but very hardly for 


that night, On the next day however, 


in order to get quit of us, as | ſuppoſe, the 
man went among our relations, and pre- 


vailed on one to take a ſon, and on ano- 


ther to take a daughter, till we were all 
divided among them; and ſo we entered 
on a kind of ſervice to our kindred, a 
ſervice, as [ believe, that is found, on ex- 
perience, to he much harder and more in- 


| ſulting than any ſervice to a ſtranger. 


I torgot to tell you gentlemen, that 
our mother deceaſed before our father en- 
gaged in arms, inſomuch that we became 
orphans in all reſpects. I fell to the 
ſhare of an uncle by my mother's ſide. 
He had a {mall eſtate of about a hundred 


and twenty pounds yearly income, with 


one fon, and a daughter whom I thought 


very lovely. 


My uncle appointed me overſeer of his 


labourers, as allo his occaſional clerk, 
for caſting accounts, and inditing his let- 


ters, &c. "bur, when it was intimated 0 
bim 
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him that there was a ſecret liking between 
his daughter and me, he called me aſide, 
and, taking up a book of profane poems, 
he kifſed it and ſwore, by the contents 
thereof, that, if ever I married his daugh- 
ter, he would not give us a groat. 
If you ever knew what love was, ſaid 
he to Mr. Clement, you muſt know that 
it breaks over ſtronger fences than theſe. 


of the houſe, without any thing to live 
upon, except about the value of twenty 
pounds, in {mall matters, which had been 
given to my wife, from time to time, by 
lady Goodly, her god- mother. 
We made the beſt of our way to Lon- 
don. My wife underſtood needlework, 


It and, as I knew that my father-in-law was 
N- quite irreconcileable, joined myſelf to a 
n houſe painter, to whom I gave my time 


he for nothing, on condition of his giving me 

le. a (light into his buſineſs, | 
ed In the third year, my dear wife brought 
ith MW this poor creature into the world; bur, 
happily, ſhe did not encumber mankind 
with any more of our wretched and de- 
pending progeny. 
All our care and delight was fixed on 
this our little daughter, and we thought 
nothing of any pains or labours that 1 ight 
erve 


In ſhort, we were wedded and turned out 
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ſerve to introduce her, like herſelf, into 
the world. 

As ſoon as Charles the IId. had aſcend- 
ed the throne, our relations were fully aſ- 
ſured that we ſhould be reſtored to our 
antient rights and poſſeſſions; and they 
contributed, as it were for their own 
credit, to ſet us forth in a ſuitable manner 
for appearing at court. There accord- 
_ ingly we attended, from time to time, 
for the ſpace of twelve months, and got a 
number of wotu] memorials preſented to 
his Majeſty; but his Majeſty was ſo deeply 
engaged in his pleaſures, or ſo fearful of 
offending the enemies of his houſe, that 
he gave no attention to our wrongs. 
There may allo be ſomething in the breaſts 

of the great that excites them to acts of 
bounty, rather than acts of Juſtice ; for 
theſe, as they apprehend, might be ac- 
cepted as matter of debt and not as mat- 
ter of favour. 
Being tired of a fruitleſs ſuit, I returned 
to my former employment, an, by in- 
duſtry and frugality, | lived with my little 
family quite happy and contented, 

About ten months ago, two men came 
to our lodgings. The one was in a rich 
lwery, and, having inquired for my 
daughter, preſented "het wih a note to 


this fied, | .ady Diana Templar {ends 
| 1 31 "15-0 
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Diana Stern the incloſed bill of twenty- 
| « five pounds, in order to put her into 
« ſome little way of livelihood.” — As 
my poor dear child had no cauſe to ſu- 
ſpect any fraud or evil intention in the 
caſe, ſhe defired the men to return her 
moſt humble thanks and duty to her lady- 
ſhip, and away they went. 

As this lady was a diſtant relation of 
my wife's father, my daughter, in a few 
days, dre ſſed herſelf in her beſt, and went 
to return thanks to her ladyſhip i in perion, 
but was told that ſhe was gone to her ſear 
in the country. : 

In the mean time ſhe laid out her ſup- 
poſed bounty in furniſhing a little front 
thop, with ſome millenery wares, and was 
already beginning to get ſome cuſtom, 
when, one evening, two bailiffs entered, 
laid an action upon her, and, taking her 
up in their arms, hurried her into a coach 
that drove up to the door. 

My wife and J had ruſhed out, on hear- 

ing our child ſhriek; and ſeeing a coach 
ſet off with her at a great rate, we ran 
after as faſt as we could, ſhouting and 
ſereaming, and crying, Stop the coach, 
ltop the coach, a rape, a tape! At length 
a bold fellow, who was paſſing, caught 
one of the orſes by the bridle, and, 
wile the coachmaa laihed at him, he 
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people pulled him from the box, and 
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Jonathan Delvil, Eſq; for the ſum of 


cover us from the weather, and as my 


took out his. knife and cut the reins in 
two. A mob then began to gather; where- 
upon a well dreſſed man, who was in the 
coach, leaped out and made his eſcape : 
bur the coachman was not ſo lucky; the 


having beaten and kicked him, they drag- 
ged him through the kennel. 

Mean while we got our child out, and 
then the mob overturned the coach, and, 
jumping upon it, broke and daſhed it all 
to pieces, We then thought that we had 
nothing further to apprehend, and, taking 
our child between us, we turned back and 
waiked homeward ; but alas, we were not i a 
permitted to enter; the two bailiffs met us, 
and producing their Writ, again arreſted 
our daughter at the ſuit, as they ſaid, of 


twenty-five pounds which he had lent her 
on ſuch a day. So they conducted her 
here, while my wife and ] accompanied 
her, weeping and ſobbing all the way. 

I then took theſe poor apartments to 


wife grew ſuddenly ſick and faint, I hal- 
tened back to our lodgings, and had our 
bedding brought hither. 

It was now evident that the Pretended 
gift of lady Templar was no other than a 
diabolical ſcheme of the villain Delvil, tc 


oe) 
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et the perſon of my darling within his 
Rags and I curſed my own ſtupidity for 
not perceiving it at firſt; but bleſſed be 
my God however, in all events, that mi 
lamb was ſtill innocent, was ſtill unfullied. 

What with grief and the fright toge- 
ther, my dear wife took to her bed, from 
whence ſhe never roſe, but expired on the 
fifth day, bleſling and preſſing her daugh- 
ter to her boſom. My poor infant then 
fell as dead beſide her mother, and could 
not be recovered from her fit in many 
hours; and, indeed, it was then the wiſh 
and the prayer of my foul, that we might 
all be laid and forgotten in one grave 
together, np pe ns 

As ſoon as my darling was recovered 
however, I again wiſhed to live for her 
of Make, that I might not leave her without 
er Ia comforter or protector, in the midſt of 
ger MW mercileſs and wicked world. 
ed In order to pay the nurſekeeper, the 
 Wibttor, and apothecary, as alſo to defray 
s to Ide funeral expences, l left my child with 
wy Ne nurſekeeper, and, going to our former 
haſ- Nodgings, I fold all her millenary matters 
out ſomething under a third of prime coſt 
id having diſcharged the lodgings and 
dedMiud my gaol debts, I prepared to lay my 
an aWccious depoſit in the womb of that earth 
il, to Vor. III. F which 
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door, my child fell once more into fits, 


with melancholy matters, ſince all worldly 


ſhortly be done away. 


K 


Templar was returned to town, I waited 
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which is one day to render her back, in- 
corruptible, to eternity. 
When the corpſe was carrying out at the 


and I was divided and quite diſtracted 
about what I ſhould do, whether to ſtay 
with the living, or pay my duty to the 
dead. But I will no longer detain you 


griefs, with all worldly joys alſo, muſt 


As ſoon as I underſtood that lady 


upon her, and giving her an abridgment 
of our manifold misfortunes, I produced 
the note that had been written in her © 
name; but ſhe coldly replied, that it was 
not her hand, and that ſhe was not an 
1werable for the frauds or villanies « 
others. | 
Meanwhile, my dear girl accuſed he 
ſelf as the cauſe of all our calamities, ant 
pined away, on that account, as pale as t 
2 ſhe lay in. She was a' ſo fo enfeel 
led, by her faintiſh and ſick fits, that (| 
was not able to make a third of her uſu 
earnings; and as I, on my part, was al 
diſqualified tromlabouring in my profeſſic 
fince I did not dare to leave my child alo 
and unſheltered, we were reduced to 
{late of the greateſt extremity, _ 
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One day, word was brought me that 
a gentleman, a few doors of, deſired to 
ſpeak with me; and as they, who are 
ſinking, catch at any thing for their ſup- 
port, my heart fluttered in the hope of 
ſome happy reverſe. Accordingly I fol- 
lowed the meſſenger. His appearance, in 
dreſs and perſon, was altogether that of 
the gentleman. Ns, 5 5 

He ordered all others out of the room, 
and requeſting me to ſit beſide him, in a 
half whiſpering voice he began: I am 
come, Mr. Stern, from one whom you 
have great reaſon to account your greateſt 
enemy; I come from Mr. Delvil, at whole 
ſuit your daughter now lies in priſon. I 
Witarted—Be patient, Sir, he ſaid, He knows 
your diſtreſſes, he knows all your wants, 
he knows alſo that he is the author of 
them; yet I tell you that he feels them, 
as if they were his own; and that it was 
tor his enmity, but his love, that occa- 
oned them. „„ Tg ” 
He depends on his old uncle Dimmock 
br a vaſt fortune in expectation. He ſaw 
our daughter, and loved her; he ſaw her 
Nin, and loved her to madaeſs. He in- 

uired her family, her character, and 
und that he had nothing to expect from 
y licentious propoſal. He feared, how- 
er, that all muſt love her, as he did, 
F 2 | and, 
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and, to prevent other pirates, he made uſe 
of the ſtratagem which, contrary to his in- 
rentions, has brought you here. He never 
meant any thing diſhonourable by your 
daughter. Had he carried her clear off, 
you might all have been happy together at 
this day; and, if you conent, he will 
marry her here, in the preſence of a few 
witneſſes, who ſhall be ſworn to ſecrecy 
till his uncle's death; and he will inſtantly 
pay you down three hundred pounds, in 
recompence for your ſufferings, and will 
ſettle one hundred pounds annuity on your 
child for Ife. | LE 
I muſt own that, to one in my circum- 
ſtances, this propoſal had ſomething very 
tempting in it. But who is this Mr. Del. 
vil, ſaid I, I know him not, I never ſaw 8 
him ?—I am the man, Sir, ſaid he. I 
would have diſcharged my action as! 
came to this place; but I dare not permit 
your daughter to get out of my cuſtody; 
for, at the loſs of my fortune, at the ol 
of my life, I am determined that no other 
man living ſhall pofſeſs her, I then pro- 
miſed him that I would make a faithful 
_ narration to my child of all that had paſſed, 
but told him, at the ſame time, that | 
would wholly ſubſcribe to her pleaſure; 
and ſo we parted, 4 

| 


As ſoon as I repreſented this matter to 
my Diana, O no, my papa, ſhe cried, it 
is impoſſible, it never can be; I would do 
any thing, ſuffer any thing, but this, for 

your relief. Would you act the marriage 

of the lamb and the wolf in the fable? If 


= ccntleman's affection for us, what have 
ue not to expect from the effects of his 
averſion? I would prefer any kind of death 
to a life with ſuch a man. And then, my 
mother, ſhe cried, and burſt into tears, 


would marry me publickiy in the face of 


indeed, my papa! 
Hereupon 1 writ Mr. Delvil almoſt a 


(| " » 5 

literal account of my daughter's anſwer. 
It is nearly five weeks ſince this happened, 
4 and we have not heard any thing further 


from him. 
In this time, however, we got acquaint- 
ed with a family at the next door, whoſe 


” converſe has been a great conſolation to 
ol Bb There is a father and mother with 
e {Even frnall children, boys and girls; they 


are very worthy people, and of noble 
deſcent; but how they contrive to live at 
all Ii cannot conceive, for they have no 
vilible means of making a penny. Had 

TT 3 we 
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ſuch have been the conſequences of this 


5 * 
. 


my dear mother whom he has murd:red f 
tho' he were worth half the world, and 


the other half; it will not be, it cannot be, 
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and, to prevent other pirates, he made uſe 
of the ſtraragem which, contrary to his in- 
tentions, has brought you here. He never 
meant any thing diſhonourable by your 
daughter. Had he carried her clear off, 
you might all have been happy together at 
this day; and, if you convent, he will 
marry her here, in the preſence of a few 
witneſſes, who ſhall be ſworn to ſecrecy 
till his uncle's death; and he will inſtantly 
pay you down three hundred pounds, in 
recompence for your ſufferings, and will 
ſettle one hundred pounds annuity on your 
child for life. 5 

I muſt own that, to one in my circum- 
ſtances, this propoſal had ſomething very 
tempting in it, But who 1s this Mr. Del. 
vil, ſaid I, I know him not, I never ſay 
him ?—I am the man, Sir, ſaid he. | 
would have diſcharged my action as ! 
came to this place; but I dare not permit 


your daughter to get out of my cuſtody; BS 

for, at the loſs of my fortune, at the lols 
of my life, I am determined that no other e 
cc 


man living ſhall poſſeſs her. I then pro- 
miſed him that I would make a faithful 
_ narration to my child of all that had paſſed, 
but told him, at the ſame time, that | 
would wholly ſubſcribe to her pleaſure; 
and ſo we parted, p 

| 
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As ſoon as I repreſented this matter to 
my Diana, O no, my papa, ſhe cried, it 
15 impoſſible, it neyer can be; I would do 
any thing, ſuffer any thing, but this, for 
your relief. Would you act the marriage 
of the lamb and the wolf in the fable? If 
ſuch have been the conſequences of this 
gentleman's affection for us, what have 
we not to expect from the effects of his 
averſion? I would prefer any kind of death 


my dear mother whom he has murd: red! 
tho' he were worth half the world, and 
would marry me publickiy in the face of 
the other half; it will not be, it cannot be, 
indeed, my papat _ 


litetal account of my daughter's anſwer. 
It is nearly five weeks ſince this happened, 


from him. — 

In this time, however, we got acquaint» 
ed with a family at the next door, whoſe 
converſe has been a great conſolation to 
co us. There is a father and mother with 
ſeven ſmall children, boys and girls; they 
are very worthy people, and of noble 
deſcent; but how they contrive to live at 
all I cannot conceive, for they have no 
| Vitble means of making a penny, Had 

F 3 we 


n 
P 


— 


to a life with ſuch a man. And then, my 
mother, ſhe cried, and burſt into tears, 


Hereupon 1 writ Mr. Delvil almoſt a 


and we have not heard any thing further 
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we not known them, we ſhould have 
thought ourſelves the pooreſt of all crea- 
tures, We muſt own them more deſerving 
of your charity, than we are. 

Here poor Mr. Stern ended; and you 
can't think, dada, how my heart leapt 
with love cowird him, on his recommend- 
ing others as more deſerving than himſelf. 
So I reſolved, at once, what to do, and 
taking two 50. notes from my pocket- 
book, You ſhall not be under the neceſſity, 
Mr. Stern, ſays I, of marrying your pretty 
lamb here to the ugly wolf; ſo here is fifty 
pounds to pay your action, and fees, and 
other ſmall debts. 

On taking the note, dada, he looked at 
it very earneſtly ; and when he ſaw it was a 
true note, he opened his eyes and his 
mouth ſo wide, and ſtood ſo iff, without 
ſtirring hand or foot, that he put me 1n 
mind of Lot's wife who was turned into a 
pillar of falt, However, I did not ſeem to 
mind him, but turning to his daughter, 
and ſhewing her the other note, Mals 
Diana, ſays I, here is fifty pounds for you 

_ allo, in order to ſet you up in your little 
ſhop again; but you ſhall not have it with- 
out a Certain condition. What condition, 
maſter, ſaid ſhe ſmiling? The condition, 
ſays I, of putting your arms about my 


neck, and giving me one or two ſweet 
killes 
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kiſſes, She then looked earneſtlyat me, with 
eyes ſwunming with pleaſure; and ſtarting 
ſuddenly to me, and catching me to her bo- 
ſom, ſhe kiſſed my lips, and my forehead, 
and my head, again and again; and then ſet 
up as lamentable and loud a cry, as if her 
father had lain a corpſe before ger. 


dropping on his knees, O my God, he 
cried, how bountiful art thou to a wretch 
who is not worthy the leaſt of all thy 


and, ſeeing the poſture of her father, ſhe 
fell on her knees before him, and throw- 
ing her arms about him, he folded her in 
his alſo, and they wept plentifully upon 
each other. 

How comes it, dada, that crying ſhould 


and I could not contain; and I ſhall love 
him the better during life, for the tears 
that he ſhed on that occaſion. 

On hearing a {mart rapping, Mr. Stern 


| man, almoſt breathleſs, dehvered him a 
letter. The letter was to the purpoſe 
that Mr, Delvil was ill of a quinſey, that 
he had but a few hours to live, and re- 
queſted Mr. Stern to bring his daughter to 


her a lawful title to his fortune. No, 
nc papa, 


Mr. Stern then lifted up his eyes, and 


mercies! Hereupon, the daughter turned, 


be ſo catching? However it be, Mr. Clement 


role and opened the door, where a foot- 


him, that, by marriage, he might give 
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Papa, cried Diana, living or dead, nothing 

1all ever bribe me to give my hand to a 
man who has had a hand in the death of 
my deareſt mother. 

Mr.Clement, however,thought | it 00 iſe. 
able that Mr. Stern ſhould attend the 
meſſenger, to ſee if Mr. Delvil was really 
111, or whether this might not be ſome new 
contrived treachery. 

This was a day of ſucceſſes to poor 
Mr. Stern. We had promiſed to ſtay with 
his Diana till his return; and he had not 
been long gone till ſome one tapped at the 
door. I opened it, and ſaw an exceeding 
old and reverend man; he was dreſſed all 
in black, and his white head looked like 
ſnow on the feathers of the raven, Is Tom 
Stern here? ſaid he, No, Sir, ſaid I, 
he is gone into town. I thought he was 
a priſoner, No, Sir, it is not he, but his 
daughter, who is under confinement, 
Will you give a feeble old man leave to 
ſit with you, gentlemen ? and ſo down he 
ſat. Come here to me, child, ſays he to 
Diana, are you a daughter of Tom Stern! 
J am, Sir, ſo pleaſe you. And what was 
your mother's name? Ann Roche, Sir; 
bur, alas! ſhe is not living, I was the cauſe 
of her death; ſhe broke her heart, good 
Sir, on my being put to gaol. I hope, 
child, ſaid the old gentleman, that you 
were 
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ere not impriſoned for any thing that was 


naughty. No, Sir, no, cried Mr. Clement, 


it was her honeſty alone that brought and 


kept her here; had ſhe been leſs virtuous, 
ſhe might have been at liberty and flaunt- 
ing about in her coach. 

The old man then put on his ſpecta- 
cles, and ordering her to draw nearer, he 
took a hand in each of his, and looking in- 
tently in her face, What is your name, 


my dear? ſaid he; Diana, honoured Sir. 
That is a pretty and chaſte name, for 


an unchriſtian name. Indeed, Diana, you 
are a ſweet babe, and the prettieſt little 
priſoner that ever | jaw, I will pay all 
your debts, and give you a thouſand 
pounds over, if you will come along with 
me, and be my priſoner, Diana. Ah, Sir, 
cried the girl, it is too much to have 

broken the heart of one parent already; I 
would not leave my dear father for any 
man with all the money in all the world. 

You do not leave your father, he cried, 
by going with me, Diana. I am your 


true father, the father of Nanny Roche, 


the father of her who bore you, your owt 
grandfather, my Diana. 

Here ſhe ſunk on her knees, between 
his knees, begging and beſeeching his 
bleſſing ; - while his hands and eyes were 
lfted in prayer over her. He then railed 
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her, and placing her gently on his knee, 
claſped her in his aged arms; while ſhe 
threw hers about his neck, and joining 
her cheek to his, ſobbed aloud and pour- 
ed her tears into his boſom. The old 
gentleman, however, did not expreſs his 
concern by word, or ſob, or even any 
change of his countenance; and yet his 
tears fell faſt, down his reverend and de- 
lighted features, upon his grandchild. 
This, dada, was a very pleaſing, though 
a very affecting ſight. As ſoon as the 
height of their paſſion was ſomething abat- 
ed, Miſs Diana turned her eye toward me, 
and ſaid, You were pleaſed, my grand- 
papa, to promiſe that you would pay my 
debts; but that is done already. This 
angel here was ſent to prevent all others; 
and he further preſented me with this bill 
of 507. to ſet me up in a better ſhop than 
I] kept before. 

I rejoice, cried the old man, I rejoice 
to find that ſo much of heaven is ſtill left 
upon earth. But you, my Diana, are 
now in a condition, rather to give charity 
than receive it from any. Your dear 
uncle Jeremy, who traded to the Welt 
Indies, lately died of the ſmall-pox on his 
paſſage homeward, You are the heir of 
his fortunes, and the heir of my fortune; 
you are the whole and ſole lady of all our 

poſſeſſions, 
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poſſeſſions. But, tell me, how much did 
this young gentleman advance in your 
favour ? A hundred pounds, Sir. 

He then took out a banker's note of a 


hundred pounds, and having offered it to 


me, I did not dare to refuſe it, for fear of 
offending the honour of the reſpectable 
old gentleman; fo I held it in my hand 
after a doubting manner. My dear Miſs 
Diana, ſays I, I will not be put to the 
pain of taking this back again, but on the 


ſhall give it? O, ſhe cried out inſtantly, to 


to add to it for their ſakes. 

I then inquired the name of her fa- 
vourite family at the next door, and be- 
ing told that it was Ruth, I looked over 
5 my lift, and found that Mr. Ruth was in 

| for above ſeven hundred pounds. This 
orieved me very much, as ſuch a ſum 
nearly amounted to the half of our whole 
lock. However, I comforted myſelf with 


elle, to make up to this poor family what 
ſhould be wanting on my part. e 

Mr. Stern juſt then returned. I beg 
pardon, ſaid he, gentlemen, for detaining 
you fo long, but I could not avoid it. 
lhe unhappy. man is actually dying a 
3 very 


condition of your telling me to whom 1 


the babies, to the ſweet babies at the next 
door! I wiſh to heaven I had as much more 
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already paid. That gentleman, yonder, 
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very terrible death, indeed, in his full | 


ſtrength, and almoſt in his full health, 


ſtifling and gaſping for air, which the 
ſwelling of his glands will not ſuffer to 
Pals. "5 
As ſoon as I entered, he beckoned to 
me, and put this paper, ſealed, into my 
hand. And again, obſerving that I was 


agitated and deeply concerned for the 


ſtate under which he laboured, he reach- 
ed out his hard to me, and, graſping my 


right hand, put this ring upon my fin- 


er. This paper contains, under his 
hand and ſeal, a diſcharge of the action 


which he laid upon my daughter, as alſo 
a conveyance to us, of the caſh notes 


incloſed, amounting to three hundred 
rounds, in conſideration, as he recites, of 
cur loſſes and unjuſt ſufferings. And fo, 
my dear maſter Fenton, I here return you 
your 1007. with all pcilible acknowledg- 


ments, and a ſenſe of the obligation that 
will never leave me, during life. 


Sir, ſaid I, you muſt excuſe me, I am 


compelled me to accept of the very ſum 
you offer. 

Mr. Stern then ftarted, 3 turning, 
he ſaw his uncle; and, eying him inqui- 
fitively, at length recollected who he was. 
He then ſtepped UP, and © 0 on his 


knees 
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knees before him, O, Sir, he cried, your 
pardon, your pardon! Tis all I prefume 
to aſk, 1 dare not hope for your bleſſing. 


Tom, ſaid the old gentleman, I wanted 
to be even with you; I wanted to ſeduce 


your daughter, as you ſeduced mine. But 
your daughter, Fom, though come of very 
rebellious parents, would not be ſeduced. 
Howſomever, as I have taken a liking to 
her, ſhe muſt come along with me, whe- 
ther ſhe will or no. And, as Jacob ſaid to- 

Joſeph concerning Ephraim and Manaſſeh, 


the ſhall be mine and not thine, Tom; and 


my name and the name of my fathers 


hall be named upon her, according to her 


mheritance. But, if you have any affec- 
tion for this my child Tn, and are unwil- 
ling to part with her, you may follow her, 
and welcome. 


Soon after we got up, and, having von- 
gratulated this happy family on the bleſſ- 
ing of their meeting and reconciliation, [ 


ſtepped to the old gentleman, and, catching 
him about the neck, tenderly took my 
leave of him, as I did alſo of Mr. Stern, 
But, when I went to take leave of the fair 


Diana, ſhe drew ſome ſteps backward, 
and, her eyes and ſweet features beginning 
to ſwell, ſhe again run forward, and catch- 
ing me in her dear arms, O, my darling, 

my darling, my darling, the cried, am 
I then 


1. 
BM 
N 

8 
i 


1 
74 Los 
+ 
' 3 
1 
» bh % * 
598 ** 
mers | 
rer. 
e 
F<. 1 
48 1 


— 5 I Iz {a}; 
2 * * 2 E bs 
4 S 7 — — — 2 
2 — 8 hes Sed <2 wm >< FRE > St 
St <a . re . Ord 
2 — * — = <7. —— B a2 IO * — : * 
— - _— — : 
S an, 0 2 < 2 F* x27 2 
r IS * of SR 


4 7 ws —_—_— 
. _ rr ET I I * 
5 eee I = 2 „ — 5 . 
» 1 — * * 1 N * 8 2.07 2 
e * ä 8 8 « 
— 3 <2 * ry — x — | 4 — DEL... ** r. = 
5 —5 7 — 3 — RL . N — 2 e ö RY 
3 4 D "8-1 — A EY — * AT 8 — _= 
* ” — — _ 2 2 q * 0 
. — — — Me 3 x Us - — — 3 pu nn ISS * - : * 4 
N 3 —— — a * = = * 2 ö — n — 8 
5 53 ACRE. * 2 —— 2 WW eee 
r 8 . n * — £ — e y a 3 2 7 2 
3 roms 5 : . ä — 2 — — — a . — 5A 2s 
Tos 5 2 5 — — — r —— 25 > — - g 
— IS nds aims = —— — bo * 


(is 


. 


1 
a 


r 


r . > row IS 
3 


— 


2 r n 
* * * 6 1 4% 
_— — 3 wt nts TR ey Po 


— my 
— - 


— — DPITn 
* * 7 
r 


— nA 
— * 7 * 
— — — 


110 TE FOOL or QUALITY. 


I then going to loſe you, it may be never 


to ſee you more! were it but once in a 


week, in a month, in a year to behold 


you, even that would keep me alive for 


all the remainder, O my beſt, my moſt 


generous, my firſt preſerver! it is you who 


might be the ſeducer, who might make 


me and others run after you bare-toot. 
But if we muſt part, my little angel, do 
but promiſe to know me in heaven, and 


there your poor Diana will meet you, never 


to part any more. 


What could I ſay or do, dada, in an- 
ſwer to the dear xe e my heart ſwelled, 
almoſt to burſting, while ſhe careſſed and 
wept over me. At length, with. words, 


as well as my tears would give me leave 
to pronounce them, I demanded the name 


of the place to which ſhe was going, and 
promiſed to pay her a vilit as ſoon as 


- poſſibly I could. We then parted very 


melancholy, notwithſtanding all our ſuc- 
ceſs; and, going out, I wiped my eyes, 
and begged Mr. Clement to order tea and 
coffee, with a comfortable entertainment 


for the family, at the next door, while | 


ſhould go in and introduce IN as well 
as I could. 

Having tapped ences at the door, it 
was opened by a little ragged boy of about 
ſe years old. Mrs. Ruth ſat full in my 


view, 
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view, and her three little daughters ſtood 


before her, while ſhe examined them in 
the Old Teſtament queſtions of who was 


the firſt man, and the wiſeſt man, and the 


ſtrongeſt man, and the oldeſt man, and a- 
bove all, the man after God's own heart? 
Mrs. Ruth was a fine woman, and had 
a great deal of humble dignity about her. 
] bowed to her as I entered, and, going 


familiarly up, I took her by the hand and 


kiſſed it. Allow me, madam, ſaid I, to in- 
troduce a little neighbour to you: 1 lodge 
within a few doors, and ſhall think my ſelf 


few who ſeek acquaintance with calamity. 
They, who wiſh to relieve it, ſeek acquaint- 
ance with it, madam. 


neſt kind of ſurpriſe, You look, my love, 
 faid ſhe, to be very good natured, and 1 
dare ſay will be very charitable when you 
come to have the ability. The little 
ability I have, madam, ſhall be ſtrained for 
| your ſervice, In the mean time, pray 


ing tea and coffee into your room, with 


lome cakes and ſweetmeats for theſe pret- 


it ty miſſes, I will only trouble you, madam, 
| With one gueſt more; it is Mr. Clement, 


8 


happy in being acquainted in your Pao 
Alas, my dear, ſays ſhe, there are very 


Having eyed me all over, with an ear- 


pardon the freedom I have taken in order- 
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my tutor, who, good man, has been no 
ſtranger to poverty or diſtreſs. 

Here ſhe called Mr. Ruth from an inner 
room, Give me leave, my dear, ſays ſhe, 
to introduce a young ſtranger to you : from 
what world he comes I know not; but [ 
am ſure that he is not wholly of the world 
that we have lived in. 

Mr. Ruth's countenance ſpoke. at onee 
the meekneſs of Moſes and the patience of 
Job. Having ſaluted, we both ſat down. 
Mr. Ruth, ſaid I, | have a meſſage to you 
and yourlady from your ſweet pretty neigh- 
bour, Miſs Diana Stern. In token of her 
reſpect and affection for you, ſhe preſents 
you with this caſh note of a hundred 
pounds, Diana Stern! cried out Mr. Ruth, 
why, maſter, ſhe 1s nearly as poor as our- 
felves. By no means, Sir, I aſſure you; 
her grandfather is come to town, ſhe is 
worth ſeveral thouſands, beſides a con- 
ſiderable eftate to which ſhe is heireſs, 
O, the dear creature, the dear angel! cried 
Mrs. Ruth, I will inſtantly go and pay her 
my acknowledgments ſo up fhe got and 
out ſhe run, before | could prevent her. 

As ſoon as ſhe was gone, Mr. Ruth, 
fays I, my dada is much fonder of me 
than I deſerve. He has given me a little 
money to diſpoſe of, at pleaſure, mou 

( 
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the confined debtors; and though I may 
not have enough to anſwer your occaſions, 


yet my dada is ſo very good and ſo very 


generous, that if you give me the ſum of 
your debts, with the ſtory of your diſ- 
treſſes, his heart, I am ſure, will melt, and 
he will ſet you clear in the world, _ 
He made no anſwer, however, to this 
my offer, but, lifting up his eyes, he cried, 
Well mighteſt thou ſay, great Saviour of 


ven.“ O, thou babe of the manger, © thou 


deed, is a dear and true little brother of 
thine; but he ſpeaks in his ſimplicity, and 
not according to knowledge! Then, turn- 
ing toward me, Can you gueſs, my darl- 
ing, ſaid he, what you undertake to do for 
me? I queſtion if the charities of all this 
nation would be ſufficient, when united, 
I to effect my deliverance. Nothing, no- 
d thing but the arm of the Almighty can 


er do it, He will do it, indeed, in death; 


id but what then ſhall become of my wife 


and ſeven infants? that truly is terrible; is 


worſe than death to think of ! 


little fellows came in, the eldeſt very 
nearly of my ſize, but both clad in very 
thin and poor-looking apparel. Having 

5 kneeled 


the ſimple, * ſuffer little children to come 
* unto me, for of ſuch is the kingdom of hea- 


« firſt born of many brethren,” here, in- 
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kneeled for their father's bleſſing, they 


ſlipt behind us; and, turning my head to 


obſerve them, I was quite aſhamed, and 
drew 1t back again, on perceiving that the 
poor things were unlading their pockets 
of old cruſts and broken meats, which 
I 3 they had begged for the fa- 
mily. | „ 
Mrs. Ruth juſt then returned, and her 


countenance looked ſomething dejected. 


She took her ſeat by her huſband, and, 
continuing a while ſilent, ſhe put her hand- 


kerchief before her eyes, and began in 


broken words, Can you gueſs, my dear, 
{aid ſhe, what ſort of a creature this is 
whom we have got among us? This little 
heavculy impoſtor, to lighicn our obliga- 
tion, would have perſuaded us that the 
hundred pounds was the gift of another; 
but it is all his own bounty, it is all his 


own graciouſneſs. Come, my daughters, 
come, my children, kneel down and return 


your thanks to this your patron, your be- 


nefactor, your little father here! 


O dada, you would have pitied me ſad- 
ly, had you ſeen me at that time. The 
poor dear things came, all in a cluſter, 
preſſing, and catching, and claſping, and 
clinging about me; while my love, and 
my very heart was torn, as it were, to 
fritters among them. S0 I took them, 
por one 
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one by one, in my arms, and kiſſed and 
embraced them, very cordially, calling 
them my brothers and ſiſters. I then 
took out another hundred pound note, 
and, giving it to the eldeſt of the daugh- 


to clothe you in a way more becoming 
your family. And then taking a note, 
of equal value, I gave it to the eldeſt fon, 
for himſelf and his brothers, as I ſaid, to 


agreeable to the houſe from whence they 
came. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ruth aka ſo aſtoniſhed 
at me, and at each other, that, for a while, 
they were not able to utter a ſyllable. 
And, juſt as they began to make their 
acknowledgments, I cried, Huſh, huſh ! 
here comes my tutor. 

. Mr, Clement juſt then entered, followed 
by ſeveral ſervants, who carried a tea 


. paſtries, and ſome wine. 

\e Having introduced Mr, Clement, we all 

. got round the table, and, after tea and a 

1 urther regale, I beſought Mr. Ruth to 

1 give us the ſtory of his misfortunes. 
My father, ſaid he, was baron of 


Frankford. He left my e, with the 
title, 


ters, Here, my dear, ſaid I, I always loved 
the little miſſes better than the little maſ- 
ters; here is for yourſelf and your ſiſters, 
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help to educate them in a manner, more 


equipage, cold fowl, baked meats, with 
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title, four thouſand five hundred pounds 
a year, entailed however upon me, in 
caſe of his dying without male iſſue, And 
he left me a ſmall inheritance of four hun- 
dred pounds yearly, to ſupport, in ſome 


_ meaſure, the appearance of a gentleman, 


As my concern bordered on my bro- 
ther's eſtate, we ſaw one another every 


day, and continued, for ſeveral years, in 


ſtrait and tender amity. 


Being both invited, one day, to dine 


with other company, at the houſe cf a 


neighbour called Mr. Heartlefs, a quel- 
tion happened to be ſtarted over the bottle, 


whether the method of ſetting an egg on 


end was originally the invention of Colum- 


bus, or whcther it was communicated to 


him by ſome other; and I unhappily eſ- 
pouſed the opinion that was oppoſite to 
that of my brother. 
Now, though the queſtion was not 
worth the very ſhell of the egg about 
which we debated, yet we entered as 
warmly-into it as though a province had 


lain ar ſtake: for it is not truth, or in— 


ſtruction, that diſputants ſeek after; it is 


victory alone, that is the object of theit 
contention. 


Afier ſome warm words and perſonal 
retorts had paſſed berween my brother and 


me, he ſtarted into ſudden paſſion and 


gave 
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gave me the lie; whereupon, reaching 
acroſs the table, I gave him a tap on 
the cheek with the flat of my fingers : 
Then, riſing furiouſly from his ſeat, he 
{wore a fearful oath, and cried, I will ruin 
you, Harry; though it coſt me my eſtate, 
I will ruin you, Harry Ruth, with all who 
are yours. Vůÿ[ 
The very next day he muſtered his te- 
nants and labourers, and coming upon 
me with a little army, he laid moſt of my 
fences level with the earth. Hy 
When I complained of this violence to 
my next neighbours, Mr, Heartleſs and 
Mr, Hollow, they proteſted they would 
ſtand by me againſt ſuch outrageous pro- 
| ceedings to the laſt of their fortunes. 
5 They then advanced me, between them, 
0 five hundred pounds for the purpoſe. I 
immediately commenced ſuit againſt my 
lord's tenants. But, though I caſt them 
all with coſts, I unhappily found that 
nearly all my money was ſunk in the 
cones. „ 
Meantime, ſcarce a day paſſed wherein 
I was not ſerved with a ſubpœna from 
chancery, to anſwer ſuch or ſuch a bill, 
to which my brother had procured me to 
be made a party. And he allo entered a 
ſuit againſt me, himſclf, in order to a | 
lidate 
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Hidate my father's will, whereby I claim- 
ed my little patrimony. 


When I told this to my friend Mr. 
Hollow, he broke into a loud laugh. Your 
title? cried he; the world cannot invali- 
date your title, Mr. Ruth; I will let you 
have a thouſand pounds upon it to-mor- 


row ; and this I was under the neceſſity 


of accepting ſoon after. 
Contention ſerves, with mutual hands, 
to ſhut every door againſt reconciliation, 


The more I had loved my brother, the 


more I now deteſted him. Inſtead of any 
ſubmiſſion or overture to appeale him, my. 
lips uttered, in daily invectives, the over- 
flowings of my heart; as I alſo was al- 
ſured that, on his part, he wiſhed me no- 
thing leſs than eternal perdition. Thus 


we burned, on both ſides, with unquench- 


able fire, and the kingdom of Satan was 
fully opened within us. 

At length, my body was impriſoned, 
at the ſuit of my neighbour Heartleſs, for 
750 l. and my lands were taken under 


execution, at the ſuit of my neighbour 


Hollow, for the ſum of 2000 l. But ! 
foon was informed that all this money was 
my brother's; who had advanced it, from 
time to time, to thoſe his clandeſtine cor- 
reſpondents, in order to haſten and deepen 
my deſtruction. When J underſtood this, 

I raged, 


I raged, I was all on fire; and I took a 
| horrid pleaſure in the notion of having 
the fangs of a tyger, that I might tear m 
brother piecemeal, and my falſe friends 
limb from limb, and feaft my ſpirit on 
their pangs, and mine eyes an their car- 

nage. , 


and ſeven infants, grief joined with rage 
to tear me by a double diſtraction. I 
curſed the lot to which I was appointed 


ſome deſperate means of puttmg an end 
to my torments and exiftence together, 
but that ] dreaded, by my death, to give 
pleaſure to my brother, ten times more 
: than I dreaded the pain of death itſelf. 
O, my friends, had all that ever were 
; fainted, come and preached to me, the 
£ peace of our Lord Chriſt, at that ſeaſon, 
it would have been no more than beating 

the air, or ſtriving with ſo many ſpunges 
to make an impreſſion on a block of mar- 
ble. It is diſtreſs alone that, by oppreſ- 
lion, makes impreſſion; that preaches the 
internal doctrine of ſenſible mortification, 
and humbles a proud ſpirit, by plucking 
away all its props. | 
At firſt, I was as a worm under the 
foot of my God. I turned, and ſtruggled, 
and writhed, and fought with all my 
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But when J turned a look on my wife 
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120 TRR FOOL or QUALITY. 
force againſt the cruſner. But, alas ! all 


was in vain ; he was too mighty for me; 


and oppoſition ſerved only to add to my 
anguiſh, = 32 1 
At length I was compelled to acquieſce, 


rather through the want of power than the 


want of will to reſiſt, And J lay, as it 
were, without motion, under his diſpenſa- 


tions; at the ſame time that my heart re- 
proached him, in ſecret. 


Having ſold all our moveables, and 
even our wearing apparel for ſuſtenance, 
we were reduced to the neceſſity of ſend- 
ing our eldeſt boys to beg fragments of 
victuals at kitchen- windows, to keep us 
from utterly famiſhing. - This I held to 
be ſuch a further ſhame and diſgrace as 
ſtung my ſou] to the quick; I therefore 
began to kick againſt theſe pricks alſo; 
but finding that, the more I ſpurned, the 
ſtronger I was held and preſſed into the 


duſt, I gave up all reſiſtance, and con- 


tented myſelf with grieving and weeping 
under the hand of the Almighty. _ 
From hence I gradually ſunk into a 
ſtate of reſigned ſerenity, which, although 
without ſunſhine, was yet without diſturb- 
ance. My fury ſmoothed its creſt, my 
paſſions ſubſided, and I felt nothing more 
of rancour againſt my brother, or refilt- 
ance againſt my God. _ 
c 
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The activity of the ſoul will find itſelf 
employment. As I had now no further 
proſpe& or concern upon earth, I began 
to turn my thoughts and attention to- 
ward Heaven. I locked myſelf into yon- 
der cloſet. I threw myſelf into the duſt. 

1 have finned I cried, I have greatly ſin- 

ned, O God! I am nothing, | am cruſh- 

ed even lower than the nothing that I am; 

ſpare, ſpare me from a deeper perdition, 
| beſeech thee ! 

felt that my prayer was heard: peace 
deſcended upon me like dew upon the 
night; the day ſtar began gradually to 
dawn to my ſoul; the dark kingdom of 
Satan gave way before the kingdom of 
the Son of Light and Love; and I would 
no more have entertained any one of my 
former paſſions, than J would have taken 
burning coals and have buttoned them up 
in my boſom. 

I was greatly delighted, dada, with this 
part and ſome more 'of Mr. Ruth's ſtory; 
and I got him to repeat it over and over, 
| that I might remember it the better. 

| now, continued he, I now pitied my | 
brother, as much as ever I had hated him. 
| grieved for having cauſed the loſs of 
his peace. 1 wiſhed to reſtore it to him. 
L wrote a penitential acknowledgment of 
| My faults. I beſought his pardon, in the 


„„ humbleſt 
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here, to attend his lordſhip with. my lowly 
addreſs. 


gave to my brother, ſupplied hiar with 
patience to go through my memorial. 


was dictated by mercenary meanneſs and 


ſoul of his lordſhip, he kicked my poor 
little fellow out of his houſe. 


ſadly; but I conſoled him the beft I could, 


God; they have proved my beſt friends, 
my moſt talutary phyſicians, Cruel and 
| ſtern, indeed, is the porter who ſtands a: 


þ 0 clothed himſelf with the croſs, is al 
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humbleſt manner, for the unfortunate 
blow. I ſubſcribed to the juſtice: of my 
ent ſufferings; and I ſent my fon, 


The triumph, which this humiliation 


But then concerving, as I ſuppoſe, that it 


hypocriſy, he tore it to pieces and daſſ ed 
it into the fire. Then, returning to my 
child the box which had ſo inflamed the 


My child came home to me, weeping 


and mingled my tears with his; not in 
any reſentment for the treatment receiv- 
ed, but through grief for the inveteracy 
of my unhappy brother. O my God, | 
cried, 1 no longer repine at my abaſe- 
ment, at the weight of my ſufferings and 
mortifications; I bleſs thee for them, 0 ( 


the iron gate of pain; but O, it opens 
on regions of inward delight ; for he 


glorious within! 


My 
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My happy experience of this truth 
opened, for me, a new proſpect into the 
myſtery of God's diſpenſation to mortals ; 
and threw a number of ſhining lights on 
thoſe very articles of Goſpel- Redemption, 
which had formerly appeared to me ſo ex- 
ceptionable and gloomy. If God, ſaid I 
to myſelf, hath ſuffered man to fall; he 
hath alſo provided for him every poſlible 
means of recovery and reſtoration. 85 

Wherefore, when ſin came into the 
world, God alſo ſent ſuffering, its inſepa- 
rable attendant, to be a cure and an an- 
tidote to the poiſon thereof. If ſin, there- 
fore, hath thruſt the Kingdom of Heaven 
from within us, ſuffering comes, as God's 
forerunner; it relaxes and unfolds the 
brazen gates of our polluted temple, that 
Chriſt our Righteouſneſs may enter, the 
very hem of whoſe garment is Salvation 
to every ſoul that lays hold upon it. 
| Here I took Mr. Ruth about the neck, 
and kifling him, ſaid, that I was ſure my 

dada would be willing to pay his whole 
debt in return for the ſweet inſtructions 
which he had given to his Harry, You 
ſpeak of your dada, my dear, ſaid he, as 
tough he were the repreſentative of God, 
in the Gofpel, who forgave to his ſervant 
ten thoufand talents. What you have 
given me already, maſter, is beyond any 

72 human 


- 

* , 4, f 
i 
"78 3% 

MH : b «+ 
4 kd 10 1 
5 7 o 7 " 
+3 32 WE Wy 
. Hr 
. 
4 4.1 8 
. 5: +. 
Y * 
14 Wi 
11 13 
c i * 

5 e 1 
. 12 «bf 
813.9 £2 
4 f 7155 

11 
ien 
0 11 
99 A 6 y 

k a : 
5 J vg 7 
uy '% ſ 
3*; an : 
5 5 
1 8 n . 
ie 
. 1 
1 ien . 
0 : „ * : * qt F 
\'Þ 228 22003. ft 
2 1 8 . 
x _ 75 
 . A 1 
1 
L 75 x P 
1 
I 3/5 BE | 
TIES 
ö F 2% $2; 
* tg ” * 34 j 
1 1 
ST 13 
13 
11 
3 'Y x 
. _ 
m 4 2 
+ i 
bY 27 7 7 8 
. * b 
EW | 
© 5 
x 1 
1 by 1 115 
* 2 
+ 
* ;X PB is : 
ERIE 
: - N 
* 3 15 8 
1 
iin 
| } { 
110 
i” 
*. 
: bot: 
* 9 
5, | 
1 
A” 0g 
. 2478 
"1% 
7 
4 


T4 
* 
1 
4 
$95) » 
1 
9 
, 
. 
4 
1 
a 
. 
. 
357 1 
11 
1 
E 
5 


__YYEYSTY CR 


— — — 


Yoo <p Sever ie AE GEE ge Been Gee ceo DA RIPE To nt WE», om eng nn CO a, Tk nr rr irc wr 
1 e — * 5 4 1 — : 


ae_— - 
— 


— — —.— 


— — - 2 - > IRIS — * 
* I * . RGA BT — : 


ä IE To 


WV * — 2 


4 *. 9 


124 Tur FOOL or QUALITY. 


human bounty that ever I heard of, [ 
mall therefore lay by two of theſe notes 
till I am better informed how far your 
good father may be ſatisfied with the do- 
nation, 

Soon after, we took leave, ts the pre- 


ſent, of this honourable family. We 


then went among the other principal debt- 


ors, whoſe diſtreſſes indeed were great, 
though their ſtories, except one, had little 
fangular in them. In order to make our 


money go as far as we could, we hurried 
here and there, through the town, com- 
pounding with the ſeveral creditors, from 


eight to ten and twelve and fifteen ſhil- 


ings in the pound; fo that, for about ſix 
hundred pounds, we diſcharged a number 
who were indebted to the amount of a 
thouſand. | 

On Tueſday about no5n, in the Jaſt 
week, I ſtepped to Mr. Ruth's to ſee if 
the family had been decently clad, agreea- 
ble to my requeſt. There 1 found him 
and his four ſons clothed in warm and 
clean, though very coarſe apparel : and he 
told me, that his wife had gone abroad 
with her three daughters, in order to put 


them alſo into a ſuitable condition. 


While 1 fat with him, a young woman 
came in, of a very genteel appearance, 


though in a plain dreſs, Don't you re- 
member 
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member the girl, Sir, ſaid ſne to Mr. 
Ruth, who uſed to come to you, over 
night, in a green kerchief and a little red 
mantle ? I ſhould be very ungrateful, in- 
deed, ſaid he, if any change of dreſs 
could conceal from my remembrance that 
ſweet and charitable countenance. O Sir, 
ſhe cried, the few ſhillings that I brought 
you, from time to time, came from a 
very affectionate hand, though from a 
hand you would little ſuſpect of any af- 
fection toward you; they came from your 
loving niece Belinda Ruth, who has ſhed 
many a ſhower of tears on your misfor- 
tunes. May Heaven be her portion, cried 
out the good man, ſince earth has no- 
thing equal to ſo much goodneſs ! Indeed, 
Sir, continued the girl, the little that your 
niece ſent you was procured with much 
difficulty and danger to herſelf; for, from 
the time that, on her knees and with a 
deluge of tears, ſhe petitioned her fa- 
ther in your behalf, he kept a watchful 
eye over her, and took from her all fa- 
mily truſts ; ſo that ſhe had nothing where- 
with to ſupply you, except the price of 
lome caſt gowns, and of other little mat- 
ters that ſhe feigned to have loſt, More- 
over, my lord {wore vehemently, that, 
if ever ſhe furniſhed you with the value 
of a farthing, or kept any kind of corre- 
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126 Tue FOOL or QUALITY. 
ſpondence with you or with yours, he 
would diſown and turn her into the pub. 
lic ſtreets. 
You alarm me greatly, cried out Mr. 
Ruth. Is any thing amiſs, has any thing 


happened to my dear child? She was a 


lovely little lamb, a little angel from her 
cradle; though I ſhould net know her 
now, if ſhe ſtood erect before me. I hope, 
Tiay—te!l me—proceed, | beſeech you 
There was a ſervant, Sir, a man whom 


your niece thought very faithful, and 


therefore entruſted with the ſecret of my 
coming to you, that he might attend and 
ſee me ſafe baek again, This fellow, 
preſuming on the confidence that was 
placed in him, would, this morning, have 
taken indecent liberties with his young 
miſtreſs. This ſhe reſented in a becom- 
ing manner, and threatened tocomplain of 
his inſolence to her father. The revenge- 
ful villain inftantly run, and told the at- 


fair to his lord with many aggravarions, 


as though his daughter was robbing him 
of all his ſubſtance. Thereupon ſhe was 
haſtily called, and, having in part confell- 
ed the charge, my lord drew his ſword 1n 
his fury, wherevpon, giving a fhriek and 
a ſudden ſpring, ſhe got out of his ee 
and has ſent me to Know, Sir, if you will 


be pleaſed to receive her ? 
Yes, 
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Yes, cried Mr. Ruth, to my boſom, to 
my heart; with the ſame pleaſure and 
welcome that a convict receives pardon on 
the hour of execution. 

Fuſt then Mrs. Ruth entered, with her 
three daughters, who, running to up their 
father, dropped together on their knees 
before him for a blefling. 

While his hands and eyes were raiſed 
in prayer over them, the young ſtranger 
ſtepped earneſtly up, and, falling on her 
knees be ſide the daughters, ſhe broke into 
tears, and cried aloud, Bleſs me, bleſs me 


alſo, O my father ! I am your niece, your 
Belinda. My father is no more! Yours, 


my lord, is the title, yours all the poſſeſ- 


ſion! 1 now, in my turn, depend on your 


bounty for a morſel of bread. My bro- 


ther, my brother dead! exclaimed Mr. 
Ruth. He is, my lord, ſhe replied; he 


was ſuffocated by his ring choler, and 
expired on the ſpot. 

While the young lady ſpoke, Mrs. 
Ruth looked, as quite terrified by the 
_ tidings of ſuch a ſudden elevation; and 


clapping her hands together, and lifting 


her eyes, ſhe cried, It cannot be, it 1s 
impoſſible ! Ours the title, ours the for- 
tune! —=O my God! —O my huſband ! 
O my children! —— and down ſhe 
dropped. 
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CH AP, XVII. 


V HILE Harry was ſpeaking, Ned 


ſaw a woman ſtanding before one 
of the windows; and, looking earneſtly 
at her, he gave a ſudden jump, and, 


dancing about, cried, O Sir, Sir, my 


mammy, my mammy ! there's my mam- 


my, as ſure as day! 


Run, Ned, inſtantly, cried Mr. Fenton, 
and call James to me. James, yonder's the 
woman who ſtole Ned from his parents; 
have an eye to her, do not let her eſcape 
Order Frank to take a horſe and go with 


all ſpeed to Mr. ard Mrs. Fielding, that 


they may come and know, of a ſurety, 
whether Ned is their child or not Stay 
a moment; as ſoon as you have given 
Frank his orders, take the reſt of the ſet- 


vants and lay hold on this bad woman; 


bring her into the houſe by force, and con- 
fine her in cne of the back rooms till Mr. 
Fielding arrives. By all Ned's account, 
ſhe mult be a very fad creature, and de- 


ſerves no favour. 


James went out with alacrity upon his 
commiſſion; and, having executed n 
| wit 
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with his accuſtomed punctuality, he return- 
ed to the company. 
O, Sir! cried James, it is impoſſible 


that this woman ſhould be Ned's mammy 


as he called her. This is ſome unhappy 
decayed gentlewoman, as innocent of the 


fact, I dare anſwer, as the child unborn, 


I am ſorry, with all my heart, that I had 
her uſed ſo roughly. Beſide, Sir, ſhe is ſo 
deaf, that ſhe can't anſwer to any thing of 
which ſhe may be accuſed. 

When we took her in hand ſhe was ter- 
ribly frighted. Come, ſays 1, miſtreſs, 
you muſt now give an account of all your 
wickedneſs, —— Ennis, ſays ſhe, Ennis ? 
No, but Enfield; five mi'es beyond En field, 
with the Rev. Mr. Catharines—l know 
nothing, ſaid I aloud, of your Enfields or 
your Catharines , but | tell you that you 
muſt now anſwer for the life that you have 
led. Dead, dead, ſays ſhe, God forbid.! 
A dear and a good maſter he was to me, 
am ſure, I have lived with him theſe five 
years; and he gave me money enough to 
bear my charges; but I fell ſick at Saint 
Alban's and ſpent all; and I have been 
theſe three days creeping along, and beg- 
ging wherewithal to keep life in me on 
the way. 

As you ſay, James, cried Mr. Fenton, 
this account ſeems pretty feaſible z. a deaf 

| G 5 ſervant 
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fervant however is ſomething uncommon. 
Go to her yourſelf, Ned, and obſerve 
her more exactly; for, if what ſhe ſays 
has any truth in it, it is impoſſible ſhe 
ſhould be your mammy. m 

Ned accordingly went, but returned un- 


der evident confuſion and difficulty. I 


don't know what to think, Sir, of this 
matter, cries Ned. When I look at the 


gentlewoman's face, I could ſwear, twen- 


ty times over, to every feature; bur, when 


1 look at her dreſs and manners, I could 


again almoſt ſwear againſt her face. 
Ned's perplexity added greatly to Mr. 
Fenton's curioſity. He got up in haſte, and 
went in perſon to inſpect the party. When 
he entered, he ſaw a young woman who 
looked very pale and lickly, but of a gen- 
tee] appearance, and neatly though plainly 
dreſſed, She caſt upon him a ſenſible and 
penetrating look, and curtſeying to him, 
with downcaſt eyes, Sir, ſays ſhe, your 
preſence tells me that you are maſter here. 
I know not for what offence your people 
have confined me; but if it is on any ſuſ 
picion of miſbehaviour, I have here the 
certificate of a worthy man and a great 
faint, who vouches at leaſt for the inno- 
cence of my conduct. —— Here ſhe pre- 
fented him with a paper that contained the 
following words: 


« [ certify, 


« me upward of five years, in quality of 
% houſekeeper and intendant of my fa- 
« mily z and that ſhe is a young woman 
«of diſtinguiſhed piety and merit, and 
« departs, at her own deſire, on ſome buſi- 
« nels to London. Given under my: hand, 
6.00” 


MAR MADUKE Carmanamy Cl. 


On reading this, Mr. Fenton bowed and 
made a motion with his hand for her to 
fit down, He then took a pen and paper 


that lay beſide him, and wrote to the pur- 
poſe, that he requeſted her to allow him te 
detain her certificate for about an Ls. 


after which he would return it, and endea- 


vour to make her amends for the unbe- 
coming treatment which his people had 
given her. 

On caſting her eye over ke aper, ſhe 
made a low curtſey, and ſaid, I ſhall wile. 


bur kope, in the mean time, that your 
charity will afford me a morſel or two of 
the fragments of your laſt mel. 
Mr. Fenton then pulled a bell, and hav- 
ing ordered ſome cold meats and white- 
vine to be ſerved, he bowed, 2 with- 
drew to his company. 
. Ned, 
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« ] certify, that the bearer hath ſerved 


lingly attend, Sir, during your pleaſure z 
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| Ned, ſaid he as he entered, this woman 
is juſt as much the empreſs of Ruſſia as ſhe 
is your mammy. Here, Mr. Clement, look 


at this certificate; I have no reaſon to 


doubt the truth of the character given in 


it, for her perſon and manners are every 
way conformable. I am ſorry, at heart, 


that I ſent in ſuch a hurry for Mr. and 
Mrs. Fielding; I have thereby raiſed a ſort 
of expectation in them, and it may be ve- 
Ty mortifying to have that expectation ſo 


ſuddenly and ſo wholly defeated. 


Some time after, a coach and fix fro- 
thing horſes drove up to the door, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Fielding alighted, with a 


Find of impatience and trepidation appa- 


Tent in their countenance. As foon as Mr. 


Fenton had duly received and ſeated them; 
My dear madam, ſays he to Mrs. Fielding, 


I think myſelf very unhappy in having gi 
ven you a deal of unneceffary trouble, 
My poor Ned, here, has been utterly mit- 
taken in the perſon of the woman whom 


he took to be his mammy, The certih- 
cate of her certain reſidence bears a date 


even previous to that in which we found 
Him ; and her deportment is more than a 
thouſand teſtimonies againſt her being of 
the wandering or diſſolute claſs of people. 


Be pleaſed, Mr. Fielding, to look over this 


certificate 3 


Tur FOOL or QUALITY. 133 
certificate; I think it has all the marks of 
its being genuine. 


The moment that Mr. F jeldisg caſt his 
eye on the paper, A well-known character, 


indeed! he exclaimed. It is the hand of 


Mr. Catharines, my tutor, my friend; 
the man of the world, excepting yourſelf 


Mr. Fenton, for whom 1 have the deareſt : 
reſpect and affection. No queſtion can 


be made of any thing to which he ſets 
his aſirmative, 
Alas, cried Mrs. Fielding, then all the 


hopes we had conceived muſt again be caſt 
_ aſide, Here comes our nurſe too, poor 


woman, in great haſte; J ſent her word 
that we had found the perſon whom we 
fuſpected to have ſtolen our child, and 


lefired that ſhe would meet me m 


drealy. 
White Mrs. F ielding poke, nut en- 


tered panting and almoſt breathleſs; and, 
without falutingor taking any notice of the 


company, Where, ſhe haſtily cried, where 
is the boy, madam, whom you ſuppoſe to 
be your child? 


Ah | nurſe, ſaid Mrs. Fi welding; we were 


quite- miſtaken i in the woman whom we 


ſuſpected to be the kidnapper, and lo that 


affair is all over again. 


I have nothing to ſay, cried nurſe, to 
this woman or t'other woman; but you 
8 mult 
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muſt not have another body's child put 
upon you. It he is indeed your fon, I ſhall 
know him in an inſtant; I ſhould know him 
from all the children that ever were born. 
Why, nurſe, cried Mrs. Fielding, eagerly, 
do you know of any natural mark, or mole, 


or ſpot, by which you could gueſs at him? 
Hie had no ſuch ſpot upon him, madam; 


bur, if he be a living boy, he has a mark 
of my own making that never will out; 
and that's the reaſon that I never dared to 


tell you of it. What mark, nurſe, what 


mark ? tell me inſtantly, I beg you. 8 

Why, madam, you muſt know as how 
the weather was very cold, it being twelfth 
day in Chriſtmas holidays. So you and my 
maſter were trom home on viſiting, and 
J had-a rouzing fire down, and my child 
ſtood by my knee, being juſt then twelve 
.months nineteen days old, and as fturdy 
a fellow, of his age and inches, as any 
-£ould defire to ſee, So the cat, all at once, 
threw down ſome crockery ware behind 


ane. Up I ſtarted, to be ſure, and run to 


ſave the veſſels; but, hearing my child 


fcream, I turned much nimbler back again, 


and found him fallen, with his little neck 
againſt the upper bar of the grate. It was 


well that I didn't die on the ſpot, for then 
he muſt have died too. 80 I whiprt him 


up in my arms, but he ſhrick'd and roar: 
" 


T_T”. 
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ed terribly, So I got ſome We 
cream and ſpread it over the burn, and 1 
putaplaiſter upon that again; and I cover'd 
the place, from day to day, ſo well with 
his cap, that neither you nor my maſter 


knew any thing of the matter. But the 
| ſhape of his hurt went ſo deep into my 


heart and into my memory, that, as I was 


faying, and (till ſay, I ſhould know him by 


it again among all the children in all the 
world. 

Gothen ,my dear nurſe, cried Mrs. F ield- 
ing, go immediately and examine if this 
boy has your mark upon him. Is this the 
maſter, Madam, whom you ſuſpect to be 
your ſon? It is, nurſe, it is; my heart 
took a liking to him the firſt moment I ſaw 
him; he too was ſtolen. from his parents, 
and may as well be my ſon as. the fon of 
another. 

Here 3 made a hach ſtep or two 
toward Ned, but, ſuddenly ſtopping and 
turning pale, Ah! Madam, ſhe cried, I 
wiſh you would go and try yourſelf ; the 


wound, if he has i it, is juſt under his right 


ear; for if I ſhould find, indeed, that = 


is my very child, I ſhall certainly run mad 


on the very fpot for joy. I dare not try, 
nurſe, ] dare not try for the world, ſaid 
Mrs. Fielding; I am already all of a 


tremble, I know not how. 
Nurse, 
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Norſe, then, plucking up a little reſo- 
lotion, ſtepped ſuddenly to Ned, and turn- 


ed up his hair; when, giving aloud ſcream, 
the had juſt the power to cry out, My 


child, my child, my child! and dropped 


down in an anguiſhing fit of hyſterics. 


Mrs. Fielding, on hearing her nurſe 


cry out, ' roſe haſtily from her chair, and 


would have gone to embrace her ſon, 


but, falling inſtantly back, ſhe fainted 


away. The poor nurſe, however, was not 


fo happy. She broke forth, at times, 


into convullive peals of laughter that made 


the houſe ring; and again ſhe fell into 


fits of weeping, ſo outrageous and bit · 


terly deſolate, as no heart, runder the tem- 


per of adamant, could fu pport. 
While the family were all in buſtle, ap- 


plying remedies to tht ir patients, Mrs. 


Fielding recovered, and, hearing the cries 
of her nurſe, ſhe went and kneeled down 


by her, and wept with her and over her, 
while her tears proved a ſeaſonable reſto- 


rative to herſelf. 
As ſoon as Mr. Fielding found that his 
lady was well recovered, he turned to Ned, 


and, lifting his hair, obſerved the remark: 


able ſeam” that the burn had made. It 
is, it is my child! he tenderly cried. O 
God, how is this? wherein have J 


deſerved thy ſmalleſt notice or N 
that 
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that thou ſhouldeſt thus viſit me with thy 


wonders, and by thy mercies put me to 
confuſion of face ? 


Here Ned kneeled reſpectfully down for 
a bleſſing, which his father ently called 


upon him with lifted hands and eyes. He 
then raiſed him, and ſitting down, took 
him fondly to his boſom ; Thou art, thou 
art my ſon, my beloved ſon, he cried ; 


my firſt and my laſt, the only offspring 
of my bowels! Thou ſhalt no more be 4 


wanderer, no more be a beggar, my babe. 
Thrice bleſſed .be our meeting, and ten- 


fold bleſſed thy future fortune! O that 


our lives, my child, might be made one 
whole oblation to his. from whom this 
amazing ſalvation hath come ! 

By this time, the nurſe's diſtemper was 
greatly abated, though the till continued 
extremely low and feeble, and did not ſeem 
to recollect, except by faint glimmerings, 
any matter that had paſſed. Mr. Fielding 
then propoſed to take her to town, to the 
phyſicians z obſerving that there was room 
enough for her and Ned in their carriage z 
and, as Mrs, Fielding made no exception, 
the coach was ordered to turn . to 
the door. 


Poor Ned, during his 1 time, was as a 


perſon who Guttuated between the dread 


of leaving known and certain enjoy ments, 
and 
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dear Sir, I am bieſſed beyond expreſſion, 
worthy man.—0 Sir, cried Mr. Fielding, 


to paſs; our carriage broke for the pur- 


but what likelihood that among millions 
he ſhould happen to be ours? You then 
_ Propoſed an expedient for aſcertaining the 
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and the hopes of poſſeſſing ſomewhat 
that he had not yet taſted. 

Mr. Fielding then ſtepped up, in a kind 
of quick raptuze, to Mr. Fenton. He 
caught him in his arms; My deareſt Sir, 
he cried, I.love, I reſpe&, | revere you, 
even next to my God | What can I re 
turn you? what ſhall J ſay to you? All 
that I am, or have, finks oot of ſight 
from your benefits. —I am bleſſed, my 


replied Mr. Fenton, in being made an 
humble inftrument of happineſs to a 


What events next to miraculous ! we came 
40 your door, but we were not permitted 


poſe: you then told us of this foundling; 


perſons from whom he was kidnapped. 
This expedient failed, God, however, 
would diſcover him, and had fore-ordained 
the means. He ſet upon him an indubr 
table mark for the purpoſe ; none knew 
of this but his nurſe, and ſhe has revealed 
it. Had any one of theſe many circumſtances 
been wanting, our child muſt have con- 
tinued a ſtranger to us for ever. Indeed, 
Sir, laid Mr. Fenton, they are all concui- 


ring 
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*ng proofs, that you are under the eſpe- 


cial eye of Providence. But, Sir, I fear 


we ſhall have a heavy loſs of our friend 
Ned; for, though he does not want his 
ſmall faults, he is a worthy hearted child, 
and a very pleaſant companion. O Sir, 
cried Mr. Fielding, you and maſter Fen- 
ton have a right to command both him 
and us at all times. But come, Ned, 
take leave, for the preſent, of your beſt 
ends „„ 0 

Here Ned, with filling eyes, ſtepped 
reſpectfully to Mr. Fenton, and, kneeling 
before him, took each of his hands and 
kiſſed them, crying, My father ! my ta- 


ther! whereupon Mr. Fenton tenderly 
raiſed him, and, prefling him aſſection- 


ately to his boſom, cried, God be good 
to you, my ſon, and make yOu A bleſſing 
to your true parents and to all your kin! 
Ned then turned to Harry, and taking 


him by both hands, and looking him fond- 


ly in the face, O maſter Harry, maſter 
Harry, he cried, I never ſhall be able to 
lay the word farewell to you, my maſ- 
ter Harry! I was hungry and you fed me, 


| was naked and you clothed me, I wasa 


ſtranger and you took me in; the whole 
world to me was fatherleſs and friendleſs, 
when you were father and mother, and a 
whole world of friends to me, my wr. 

| ord. 
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lord and maſter Harry! Are you not my 
owner, am |] not your property, your own 
hard bought bargain ? Did you not pur- 
chaſe me with your ſtripes, and with your 


precious blood, and will you ſuffer me to 


be taken away from you, my heart's 
-maſter ? 
Here Harry, ſwallowing his paſſion as 
well as he was able, claſped Ned in his 
arms and cried, My brother, my brother, 
my friend and brother for ever! then turn- 
ing to Mr. and Mrs. Fielding, and wip- 
ing his eyes, I hope, Madam, I hope, Sir, 
ſays he, that you will excuſe my young 
friend, here, for his partiality to a family 
who have loved him long and very dearly; 
in a liule tac, to be fare, he will love 
and reſpect you both, above all the world, 
though put all together. [Though I grieve 
to part with him, 1 heartly rejoice at his 
being found, and acknowledged to be the 
child of ſuch worthy parents; and I hope, 
I ſay, that you will not be offended at his 
concern for parting with his old friends. 
No, my noble creature, cried Mr. Ficld- 
ing, we are delighted at the proof that he 
gives of his gratitude, and at the ſtrength 
of his attachment where he has been ſo 
highly obliged. 
O Sir, O Madam, ſays Ned, (kiſſing the 
bands of his parents) did you but know 


the 
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the value of what I loſe, when I leave, 


when I Jeave—and here he burſt afreſh 
into tears. Fe 


arms, and tenderly embracing him, cried, 
We do, my love, we do know the value 
of the family that you leave; and it is 
the firſt and the deareſt wiſh of my heart, 
that we ſhould all become as one famil 


and as one houſehold. This angel here, 
as you ſay, is your rightful owner, and we 


owe him more, on that account, than our 
you as long and as often as ever he pleaſes; 
but, for this night, my darling, it would 
be very unkind not to go with your good 
has ſuffered ſo much for your ſake; and 


immediately to the doctor's. 


.. bd dC 
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kouſe, he ſtepped ſlowly into the coach, 
. WH fat down by his nurſe, and away they 
e drove. | | | | 


th As ſoon as the family of the Fieldings 
ſo IM vere gone, Harry withdrew to his chamber 


and locked himſelf in, while Mr. Fenton 
vent to enfranchiſe his late priſoner. 1 


Mrs. Fielding then took Ned in her 


whole fortune can pay, and he ſhall have 


nurſe, your true and loving mammy, who 
ber caſe requires that we ſhould take her 
Here Ned acquieſced; and, having ta- 


ken a weeping leave of all the family, 
not forgetting the meaneſt ſervant in the 


n rr 


vou. 
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He' firſt rerurned the certificate to her, 


and then prefenting her with twenty gui- 
neas, he bowed and made a motion with 


his hand to the door, intimating that ſhe 
was at liberty to depart when ſhe thought 


Having looked ſeveral times, with (- 
lence and ſurpriſe, now at Mr. Fenton and 
again at the money, I ſhould be very ill 
deferving of your bounty, Sir, ſhe aid, 
ſhould I attempt any longer to impoſe up- 
on you. I am not deaf as you ſuppoſed; 
it was only an artifice which I made ule of, 
when taken into cuſtody, to avoid anſwer- 


ing queſtions that might have brought a 


worthy family into diſgrace, But you 
look ſo altogether the gentleman and the 
kind-hearted Chriſtian, that I think IT ought 
to have no referve of any kind toward 


Be pleaſed then, ſaid Mr. Fenton, as 


far as prudence will allow, to let me 


know who and what you are. 

I hope, Sir, ſhe replied, that I am very 
far from being what I was, otherwiſe | 
ſhould be the very vileſt of the vile. 
Wherefore, if you will allow a weakly 


woman to ſit, I will tell you the whole of 


my ſhore ſtory, with the ſame openneſs 
that 1 make confeſſion of my fins to him, 
2 from 
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from whom, alone, be can look; for remiſ- 
ſion. 


ther was a gentleman af large fortune and 
good repute; he had by my mother 4 
very worthy for who inberits his eſtate, 
and a very unworthy daughter who now 
takes the ſhame of . her faults 
before you. 

My mother was one of the holieſt of 
women, and brought me up, to the beſt 


practice; but the died when I was in the 
thirteenth year, an age when the blood is 
in the tide of flow, before I had acquired 
a due reliſh for my duty, before the yoke 
of Chriſt became eaſy or his burden de⸗ 
lightſome. 

My father then provided me a gover- 
neſs, a woman welt ſkilled in French and 
needlework, and other ſuch fhewy mat- 
ters of accompliſhment z a woman alſo of 
much apparent modefty and decorum, 
though inwardly of a debauched and la- 
ſcivious diſpoſition, 


e. There is nothing ſo pernicious to * 


iy Wl breeding and ea. of children, as their 
being permirted to keep kitchen company, 


lows form a hotbed. of teaming ſenſuality 
| 20d guilt, 
My 


My maiden name was 6 Shekdiogn my fa - 


of her power, in her own principles and 


where high fed huſſeys and pampered fel- 


— 


* 
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My governeſs, though ſomething elder. 
ly, took a liking to my father's clerk, a 
modeſt young man, whom, however, ſhe 
had the art to ſeduce to her wanton pur- 
Poſes. 3 

In order to promote her intrigue, in my 
father's abſence, at evenings, ſhe uſed 
to procure collations, and after we had eat 
and drank, to propoſe plays and other 
matters of innocent merriment, as ſhe 
called them. 

The chief of our men ſervants was one 
Guilliam Rampant, the butler, a comely 
robuſt fellow, and one in whom my father 
had placed great trult. 5 

One night, as we were playing at Hide 
and Seek, this man watched the place where 
I ſought to conceal myſelf, and coming 
| ſoftly and ſuddenly to me, he caught me 
up under one arm, and running with me 
to a diſtant apartment, he there ruined 
me. 

A falſe ſhame did not permit me to ſay 
any thing of the matter; and the villain 
had, afterwards, the inſolence to threaten 

me, that, if I did not admit him to further 
familiarities, he would tell what had paſl- 
ed, and expoſe me to the family. 

Ar length, both the governeſs and [ 
proved with child, of which the hovic- 
keeper, in private, informed my fainter; 

whereupon 
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whereupon my governeſs was turned, with 


infamy, out of doors, and I was locked up 
and confined in a waſte room, 


On the third day of my impriſonment 


my father entercd, and having examined 
me with a ſtern though ſedate leverity, on 
my knees, and with a flood of tears, I 
confeſſed the whole affair, 
The butler was then ſent for. Boilie 
ſad my father, if you do not directly 


for a rape; but, if you marry her, I will 
give you two hundred pounds to ſet you 


that I never ſee the face of either of you 
any more. 

The laſt terms were immediately come 
plied with. A licenſe was ſent for. We 
were married in my father's preſence. 


directly turned into the ftreets. 

Upon this ſmall fund, and about a 
hundred and fifty pounds more which my 
nulband had ſaved of his vails and wa- 
ges, he ſet up a gaming tavern to which 
ade was great reſort, and as he was 
a very bold, ſenſible, and enterpriſing 
man, he became extremely agreeable to 
numbers of his cuſtomers, among whom 


there were many perſons or fortune and 
lap 


Vol. III. 2 At 


marry this ſtrumpet, I will hang you 


going in ſome poor way, on condition 


The money was paid down, and we were 
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of common and lewd women. 


| he called them, Hereupon he began to 
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At length the time of my labour ap- 
proached. I lay, for a fortnight, in ago- 
nies that admitted of little intermiſſion, 
My child died within me, and was brought 


into the world piecemeal, 


I languiſhed, for three months after 


my delivery, without being able to quit 


my bed; and the remembrance of the 
pangs and miſeries that I endured cauſed 


me to vow, within myſelf, that I would 


never more have any commerce with 
mankind, 15 8 e 
On my recovery, therefore, I daily re- 
jected the careſſes of my huſband, and, 
every night, 1 bolted myſelf into my 
chamber; whereupon he began to behave 
himſelf with great coldneſs and diſtance 
toward me, and to frequent the company 


In about fourteen months after my mar- 
riage, my huſband had a run of dice 
againſt him, where by he loſt to the amount 
ot fifteen hundred pounds; and as he had 
not where withal to diſcharge the full ſum, 
he determined, at all events, to pay to the 
Jaſt penny of his debts of honour, 4s 


raiſe contributions on the public, and, at 
terſeveral very bold and ſucceſsful exploits, 
his perſon became notorious, and he w3 
taken, from amidſt his right honourabl: 

aſſociates, 


— % I 2 
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aſſociates, at a gaming- table in London, 
conveyed to Newgate, tried, convicted, 
and executed at Tyburn. 


Upon this, all our ſubſtance was imme- 


diately ſeized by creditors, or by the offi- 


cers of the ſheriff; and I was turned into 
an unknown world, without any thing to 


ſuſtain me, ſave a few ſhillings in my pocket, 
and the ſingle ſuit of clothes which I hap- 
pened to have on my back. 3 

I forgot to tell you, my dear Sir, that 


my worthy but afflicted father had died 
before this period; and this ought to have 


been the greateſt of afflictions to myſelf: 


but the ſeaſon of my feelings was not yet 
come; and I barely dropt a ſlight tear, 


without any ſenſe of remorſe for having 
been, in all likelihood, his principal ex- 
ecutioner, 5 5 

As my brother was now the only per- 
lon, upon earth, to whom J had any right 
to apply for ſupport; I accordingly went 
to his houſe with an anxious beating hearr, 
and ſent him in a written ſtate of my very 
deplorable caſe. But his anſwer was, 


that, if ever I ſhould again appear before 


his doors, he would take me up as a va- 
gabond, and tranſport me to the planta- 
tions. 
Wholly deſperate by this diſappointment, 
and ſtimulated almoſt to frenzy, my blood 
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boiled in my veins. The horrid thoughts 
of vengeance could alone aſſuage my rag- 
ing ſpirit; and I reſolved to compaſs my 
ends by poiſon, by dagger, or any the 
ſpeedieſt means. For ! "looked upon my 
brother as a robber, who had ſpoiled me 
of my title to my father's affection and 
inheritance, 
For this accurſed purpoſe i it was neceſ. 
ſary to get near him. I fold my clothes, 
and having diſguiſed myſelf in the dreſs 
of a charwoman, I engaged as a ſervant 
in a cellar over the way. 

From this place I obſerved an infant of 
about two years. old, who, at times, was 
brought to the door by the hand of his 

\ nurſe; and [| learned that he was the only 
child of my brother, and that the lives of 
his parents were wrapt up in him. 

Here I conceived | had found an object 
on whom I might execute my revenge, 
with better ſafety to my own perſon, and 
greater torture to my adverſary, than by 
any other method that invention cou 
ſupply. I therefore couched on my watch, 
like a lioneſs for her prey, and ſpying the 
child alone, I ſhot acroſs the ſtreet, 
caught him =P" in my arms, and away 
I flew. 

I haſtened with him as faſt as I could 
till I reached the fields, I then got under 

a ditch, 
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a ditch, and ſtripped him of his gay rat- 
ment which I folded in a handkerchief ; 
and having cut in pieces an old petticoat, 
and tacked it about him, I made my way 
to a cabbin where they fold ſmall ale and 
ipirits, and there took up my lodgings tor 
the hirſt night. 
l believe, Sir, I am the greateſt inſtance, 
that ever was, Of the length to which hu- 
wan nature can go in reprobacy, when 
abandoned by God, and unviſited by his 
gracious motions in the heart. The ſtrong 
bent which my mother had given me to 
religion, cauſed me only to recoil with the | 
greater force; and, when my father caſt 1 
me off, Leven reproached my God, and { 
was at enmity with him for having ſuffer- 
ed me to fall into my firſt offence againſt 
virtue. „ 
I was yet urged and carried further 
down the hill of perdition, by the ex- 
ample of the licentious ſet of profligates 
that daily and-nightly frequented: my huſ- 
band's houſe; inſomuch that, in time, I 
began to reliſh their profaneneſs, and my 
tongue as well as my ear, at length, be- 
came accuſtomed to oaths and execra- 
ions; a vice, of all others, the moſt 
unnatural,. moſt ſhocking, and abhorred 
in our ſex. 
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In fine, I became an alien and even an 


enemy to all goodneſs; and I would will- 
ingly have been a party in any kind of wick- 


edneſs, ſave that of perſonal proſtitution, 


and this I avoided merely for fear of a 
ſecond child-birth, which I dreaded wore 
than J dreaded the torments of hell. 

How pitiable, then, muſt have been the 
caſe of the unhappy infant who had fallen 
into my cruel gripe. I often ſuffered him, 
on purpoſe, to weep for hunger, and then 
would laſh him for crying, that I might 
pleaſe myſeif, as it were, with the miſe- 
ries of my brother-in the perſon of his 
For four years and nine months I led a 
wandering and mendicant life, in which 
trade my little nephew grew very ſucceſſ- 
ful and uſeful to me, ſo that I began to 
abate of my ſeverity toward him. Deteſt- 
ed by my relations, and outcaſt from the 
world, I cared for nothing but ſelf ; and 
_ Nightly indulged my appetite with the beſt 
victuals and liquor that my pocket could 
afford, from the iſſues of my own petitions 
and of thoſe of my fellow-traveller. 

One day, having paſſed through Enfield, 
where I had raiſed ſome petty contributions, 
I ſpied an infant on a bank, at a diſtance 


from any houſe, and inſtantly the project 
SO occurred 
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occurred of exacting the larger charities by 
his means. I looked about, and think- 
ing that I was not obſerved, I caught the 
child up, and ran off with all my ſpeed. 
But I had not gone far, when I heard a 
man ſhouting after me, and perceived that 
was purſued. Thereupon I caſt down 
the child, with my pouch of proviſions; 
and leaving little Ned behind me allo, I 
made the beſt of my way thro' the oppo- 
ſize thicket. | 

As my terrors continued, I continued 
to run, till I was all in a olow and faint 
with fatigue; but ſtill keeping: forward, 


though ſlower and ſlower, God end ei 


me within fight of the parſonage-houſe 


of Mr. Catharines, which I reached with. 


much difficulty, and then ſunk away on 
the threſhold, 

I knew nothing further of what paſſed, 
till I found myſelf in a warm though coarſe 
bed, with one woman holding a bottle of 
falts to my noſe, and another preſenting 
me with a cordial. I looked about and 
found myſelf ſomething revived ; but, on 
the fight of ſome meat which was brought 
to me, I again tainted. 

Within ſome hours after, 1 was ſeized 
with pains in all my bones, and fell into 
a raging though intermitting fever. Ms. 
Catharines, who was phyſician to the ba- 

| H 4 dies 
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dies as well as fouls of all his flock, viſit- 


ed and preſcribed for me, and had me at- 


tended with great humanity. 
On the third night, I dreamed that an 
_ inviſible hand came, and ſeizing me by a 
ſingle hair of my head, hurried me aloft, 
through the regions of the air, till it held 
me right over a fiery gulf, in the pinna- 
cles of whoſe flames a variety of demons 
appeared to hover, the horridneſs of whoſe 
hgures was indeſcribable to ears of fleſh 
and blood, They all ſeemed to ſtruggle 
toward me, and to ſtretch forth their fangs 
to receive me; while my huſband, Guit- 
ham Rampant, aſcended ſwiftly in the 
midſt, and, ruſhing up with a pair of 
ſheers, cut the hair that withheld me in 
twainz ſo, down J thought I fell, and, 
giving a great ſhriek, I awakened to dark: 
neſs and inexpreſſible horrors. 

Though no light was in the room, my 
conſcious ſpirit ſupplied the office. All 
my tranſgreſſions aroſe minutely and di!- 
tinctly to memory. "They appeared ſub- 
ſtantially, as ſo many fiends, within me 
and round: about me : ; and I fell into-an 
agony that threw me into a fit, 

I awoke again before morning, but 
without any abatement of my terrors or 
deſperation. The former objects cont! 


e to preſent themſelves before me; an, 
| 10 
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no longer able to ſupport exiſtence, I gro- 
ped about for a knife, or other inſtrument 
of ſelf. deſtruction; for I ſaid to myſelf, 
perhaps death may bring reſt to the wea- 
ry and overladen, or, at leaſt, afford ſome 
reſpite before the fearful judgment of 
final condemnation. So, finding no other 
means that ſuited my deſperate purpoſe, * 
graſped my neck in my hands, and exerted 
my force to ſtrangle myſelf; but nature 
proved repugnant to the completion of an 
once againſt berſelf, and I ſunk from my 
agonies into a ſecond fit. 

On the breaking of the day Mr. Catha- 
rines entered; but, as the room was dark- 
ened, I did not know who he was. He 
WW approached my bed, and taking hold of 
my hand, he ſighed and ſaid, You are very 
ill, poor woman, exceeding 11, indeed! 
you have more need of a phyſician for 
your ſoul, than your body; if you pleaſe 
then I will kneel down and pray with you 
and for you, that God may receive your 
departing ſpirit. 
O no, Sir, I cried, I cannot pray; even 
o hear a prayer would be worſe than hell 
to me. I have no God, no Saviour, they 
ut hae long ſince departed from me; I am a 
or Miner to whom hope can never come; 
t1- NOmaipotence itſelf can do nothing for me; 
nd, feel that, if God would, he cannot ſave 
ny 1 5. me, 
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me, except he were to create me over 
again. 

And he can create you over again, 
cried the good Mr. Catharines ; even in this 
inſtant he can make you a new nature and 
a new creature; he can ſave you from all 
your fins by an inward falvation, by 
pouring the abundance of himſelf into 
your boſom. 

O Sir, I exclaimed, you do not know 
how vile | am. Even now I am in hell; 

the fiends have the property and poſſel- 
ſion of me. O, if any fingle ſoul were 
to ſuffer, for everlaſting, what I ſuffered 
laſt night, better it were that creation 
had never been. 

Here I recounted to him my dream, 
with the agonies that I felt, and my at- 
tempt to deſtroy myſelf; when the com- 
forting ſaint cried out, Good hopes, good 
hopes! very excellent hopes, indeed! 
Theſe are ſtrong and bleſſed compunctions. 
1 ſee that the Saviour of finners is deter- 
mined not to Joſe you. Be of good cheer! 
here, take this julep to recruit your wear- 
ed ſpirits, that you may be able to lay 
open the woundings of your ſoul to the 
miniſtring Phyſician of your dear and lov- 
ing Lord. 

But, do you think, Sir, ſaid I, that 
there is any hope for me? Hope, ered 

there 
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there is aſſurance, more ſtable than the 
marble foundations of the earth! God is 
all love; he is nothing but love; he ne- 
ver rejected any that once turned unto 
him. Eis incarnation, his whole taſk and 
buſineſs upon earth, his ſufferings and 
crucifixion, his agonies and death, were 
choſen and embraced by him, for the love 
and ſake of ſinners. It is in the regions 
of ſinning Nepthali, in the darkneſs and 
ſhadow of death, that the light of the 
loving Jesvs delights to ſpring up. But 
come, my dear ſiſter, tell me who and 
what you are? Lay open, with truth and 
honeſty, the manifold diſtempers of your 
ſin-ſick ſoul; your weakneſs, your po- 
verty, your nakedneſs, your pollutions, 
your errors, and your emptineſs; and 
he, who ſhineth in darkneſs, will deſcend 
into you, my ſiſter, and will be your 
ſtrength, and the riches of pardoning 
mercy to you; and will cover your naked- 
neſs, and purify your pollutions, and turn 
your errors into rectitude, and your emp- 
tineſs into the fulneſs of the joy and 
glory of your God! 
Here I made him a full recital of all 
the paſſages of my life, as openly but 
much more minutely than I have done to 
your honour, Never was man ſo affected. 
el He groancd, he ſobbed aloud, he wet his 
ere H 6 | hand- 
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handkerchicf with his tears as though it 


had been drenched in the river. 

Ass ſoon as I had concluded, Do you not 
haew me then? he cried, (breaking afreſh 
into tears) do you not know me, Mrs, 
Phæbe? Know you not Marmaduke Catha- 


rincs, your brother's tutor and your tutor, 


the man from whoſe lips you uled to im- 
bibe inſtruction with ſo much avidity ? 
Ah, had I ſtayed, nothing of this would 
have happened; but your brother got me 
preſented to a rich living here, and fo 1 
left my vineyard and the fruits thereof un- 
gu uarded! O that accurſed Rampant ! I 
left my lamb to the voracious and remorſe. 
leſs wolf! — From your infancy, Mrs, 
Phebe, you were the darling of my affec- 
tions; the day did not ſcem to ſhine in 
Which I ſaw you not, Your ſmiles cheered 
my ſpirit, and your unaffeted graces 
played round my heart, 
Your brother, too, ſaw and approved 
my paſſion for you, What happineß 
did he not promiſe to himſelf in our uni 
on | We will be brothers, he, cried, my 
Catharines, folding me faſt- in his arms; 
we will be brothers in reality, as well as 
inclination! _ 
But thoſe bliſsful proſpects ſoon vaniſh 


K gs S— mad ao * 


ed away, You were ſeduced, my daugkł - 


kr, you were ſeduced from your duty 
2. from | 
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from your God and your lover. Your 
brother writ me an account of your fatal 
falling away; and I ſpent. my. nights in 
tears, and my days in anguiſh, 

Ah, how you are altered, even in perſon. 
and aſpe&!. I could not have known you 
again. Sin hath taken away the innocence 
and ſweetneſs of your countenance, , and 
ſpread a cloudineſs and ſtain in the place 
thereof. But, you are returned, my child, 
you are returned to virtue and piety, to 
yourſelf and to your God! and he will once. 
more beautity you, and make you, as the 
king's daughter, all glorious within, and 
deck you with living ſapphires, even the 
morning ſtars of the preparation of the 
appearance of, Jesus | 

While the holy man ſpoke, the nether 
millſtone of my heart began to diſſolve; 
my agonies and terrors departed from 
me; my breaſt began to + heave with a 
„ed kindly though ſad emotion; and a: tor- 
nes rent of tears. greatly eaſed. my diſtemper 
ani: both of body and mind. 
my Mr. Catharines, as I afterwards learned, 
on hearing of my doleful miſcarriage, had 
vowed to himſelf, in ſecret, never to have 
commerce with womankind, 

A widowed lady, however, of large 
vgi{Wortune and liberal education, but much 


duty vanced in years, happened to reſide in 
from the. 
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the neighbourhood. She was firſt caught 
by the ſimple though affecting piety of 
his diſcourſes from the pulpit. She viſit- 
ed, and was viſited by him. She was then 
further charmed by the luſtre of his ſenti- 
ments, the ſanctitude of his manners, and 
the ſweetneſs of his diſpoſition. Sir, 
ſaid ſhe to him one day, I am, by birth, 
a foreigner, and neither have children, 
nor any relation of my blood, in this king- 
dom, who, on my deceaſe, may put in for 
a title to my fortune. I bluſh not to tell 
you, that, if I were young and beautiful, 
you are the man of the world whom [1 
would have choſen for my huſhand. But 
my defects take nothing from your great 
merits. You are as precious in my eyes, 
as if I were deſerving of you; and I am 
deſirous of making you my own for life, 
provided you ſwear to me, before the nup- 
tial knot is tied, that my fortune, my 
company, and my obedience, are all that 
ever you will require from me in right of 
our marriage. You ſhall Jive, and ſhall 
be as an only ſon to me; and I will have 
for you, at once, all the duty of a wife, 
and the tenderneſs of a mother. 
l am not inſenſible of what gibers may 
ſay, reſpecting the impropriety of certain 
appetites at my years; bur I truſt, by my 


conduct, to diſabuſe their opinion, and to 
caulk 
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cauſe all occaſion of ſtumbling, in my 
neighbour, to ceaſe. 


In the mean time, my two capita] pro- 


ſpects will be compaſſed by this ſcheme; 
the one, of giving myſelf a legal title to 
your company; the other, of giving you 


a legal title to my fortune. 
A propoſal, for ſuch a ſpecies of mar- 


riage, anſwered exactly to Mr, Catharines” 


vow of celibacy. The lady, though con- 
ſiderably upward of ſixty, ſhone in all 
the graces and attractions of youth, ex- 


cepting only thoſe perſonal allurements to 


concupiſcence, toward which Mr. Catha- 


rines had reſolved on an averſion; he 


could therefore form no rational objection 


to the ſcheme; and, within a few weeks, 


they were privately married, 

While I wept, as I told you, Sir, under 
a kindly remorſe for my manifold offences, 
Mr. Catharines kneeled down and poured 
forth his prayers beſide me, with an elo- 


cution ſo warm, and ſo deeply affecting, as 


entered and fearched through my heart and 
my reins, and ſeemed to tear out, by the 
roots, all the evil that was in me. 

As ſoon as he had ended, and that I 
had thanked him, with words half ſuf. 
tocated, for the graciouſneſs of his con- 
ſolations, Mrs. Catharines came in. Would 
you then, Sir, ſaid ſhe, would you mono- 


polize 
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polize all the charities ? will you not ſuf-- 
ter a ſiſter near the throne of Grace, who 
map aſſiſt in the under ſervices to the ſer- 
vants of our maiter? 

My dear, ſaid he tenderly, I was about 
to requeſt your preſence, Here lies on the 
bed of ſickneſs, and perhaps of death, 
the daughter of my patron, the ſiſter of 
my friend, and once the deareſt object of 
my affections and proſpects for life. 
Pray order a chamber for ber more be- 
coming her tation, and my debts to her 

family. 

She, inttantly, went out with alacrity, 
and without reply; and, within a few mi— 
nutes, ſeveral female ſervants entered, who, 
gently wrapping me in the clothes wherein 
I lay, conveyed me to a bed ready ſheeted 
and warmed, that ſtood in a. {mall but de— 
cent apartment. 

As 55 as I was placed, Mrs. Ca tha. 
rines came up, and ſtooping, tenderly kill: 
ed me and ſaid, God be very gracious un- 
to you, my daughter! 

Here I was treated with an attention 
and delicacy, that joined with my evil 
deeds to put me to utter ſhame, How- 
ever, I began to recover apace, .and within 
a fe, days was able to lit up. 

On the ſeventh night I had a very fin. 


gular dream or viſion, Which will never 
| depar 
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depart my memory; and which, I tru, 
through life and death, will preſerve its 
happy and comforting influence upon me. 
Methought I walked, with vaſt crowds 
of fine and merry people, along a road of 
a gentle and pleaſant deſcent, made ealy 
to the foot like the mall in London. 

On a ſudden, my huſband Guilliam 
Rampant ſtood beſide me. I ſurveyed 
him with a delight that I had never known 
before. He ſeemed to ſurpaſs in beauty 
all the perſons around us; his garments. 
were embelliſhed with gold and gems, and 
his countenance ſhone with a wonderful 
luſtre, 

Come, Miſs Phæbe, ſaid he, gracefully 
taking me by the hand, come with me 
to yonder paradite, were I will weave a 
garland for you of never fading flowers, 
and lead you to fruits of a heavenly fla- 
vour. Immediately, a vaſt garden. opened 
its blooms. and incomparable beauties to 
my quickened imagination. The odours 
thereof perfumed the air far and wide, 
nnd the burdened trees reached forth fruits 
etc irrefiſtible temptation. e 
vis My huſband then plucked, and gave 
in me to eat of the cluſters ct the grape and 

apples of the pine, which I ſeized and de- 
10- {W'oured with an intemperate reliſh; when, 
ver Wippening to look down, I perceived * 
ne: 
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he had got the legs and hoofs of a Goat, 
and it inſtantly occurred that he could be 
no other than the temprer of our firſt pa- 
rents, Terrified almoſt to death, I did not 
dare to ſpeak out; but, lifting up my 
heart in a ſecret prayer, he and his para- 
diſe immediately vaniſhed. 
At once I found myſelf in a vaſt and 
dreary wilderneſs, whoſe trees were bar- 
ren of fruits and the brambles of berries; 
through which there was no path, and 
from whence there was no outlet. Go to 
what ſide I would, 1 had ſcarce made my 
way through one. chicket when I was pre- 


ſented with another; till, being ſpent with 
fatigue, I deſpaired of any deliverance, 


and ſat me down to die. 

Soon after, methought, Mr. Catharines 
approached, in mean and beggared ap- 
parel, but with a majeſtic and ſtern. coun- 
tenance, Wretch ! he cried, are you at 
length come to a knowledge of the evil 
of your ways? are you now come to 
ſenle of your vile and forlorn eſtate? do 
you find at laſt that I, alone, can be your 
ſtay and your helper ? So ſaying, he ſeized 
me by the hand, and his touch filled mi 
frame with confidence and delight. We 
roſe into the air, we moved together ove! 
a boundleſs tract of deſart, from whenc 


the lions roared and the wolves bayes 
4k 


. rm 


= _ > 


at us. At length we alighted at the en- 


aſcent of a mountainous coun:ry, The 
nearer fide was covered with clouds, and 
blaſted by tempeſt, through which the 


farther part ſeemed to gleam with a faint 


radiance that promiſed the riſing day. 


Courage! ſaid my conductor, we muſt 


aſcend this mountain, in ſpite of all oppo- 
ſition; in ſpite of the toils, the difficul- 
ties, and dangers; the pains, calamities, 


| diſtreſſes, and diſcouragements of the way. | 
No obſtacles, I cried, ſhall appal or diſ- 


and pains, while I have you by my ſide. 
Hereupon I felt wonderful ſtrength and 


ing and eager pace, and propoſed in a few 
minutes to reach the top. Bur, alas! I 
was widely out in my account. The way 
became ſtraiter, and ſteeper, and rougher. 


edged flints tore my feet and marked m 


this is very grievous, indeed. Peace, ſaid 
he, it is very ſalutary ; theſe flints are your 
kindeſt friends, your trueſt phyſicians ; 
and the wounds that they give your body 
will be more than the balm of Gilead to 
the healing of your ſoul. I then ſum- 
moned all my powers and proceeded, 
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trance of a narrow path, that led up the 


courage me; I will rejoice in diſtreſſes 


alacrity ; I ran up the aſcent with a will- 


I began to fail through fatigue, and the 


tootſteps with blood, Ah! Sir, I cried, 


though 
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though with much anguiſh, which often 
compelied me to lean, with all my weight, 


upon my companion. | 


At length we came to a paſs that was 


thick {ct and interwoven with briars and 


thorns, and, ſeeing no way, I made a 
full ſtop. Good cheer, cried my guide ! 
this muſt alſo be traverſed ; there is no 
quailing now, you muſt endure to the end, 
my daughter, The thorn was pronounc- 


ed a curſe to the firſt Adam and his pol- 


terity, but your ſecond Adam has made it 
a wreath of living brightneſs : theſe, ac- 
cordingly, are appointed to twilt the gar- 
land of your bleſſedneſs, and to make 


you a partaker of their crown of eternal 


Glory. 8 
Revived by this promiſe. I ruſhed into 
the midſt, and ſtruggled to get for war, 


though ſcreaming with anguiſh : but, | 


when the thorns rent my ſkin, and en- 
tered into my body and ſoul, and lodged 
their ſtings within me, I could endure n 
longer; but, caſting. myſelf on my con- 
ductor, O that Death, that Death, I cried, 
would put an end to my ſufferings ! He 
then turned and ſmiled upon me, and, 
taking me under his arm, bore me harm. 
leis through the remainder z then, {cat 
ing me on a bank, he placed himſelf be 
fide me. 9 
While 
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While I fat, ſtil] panting with pain and 
fatigue, he bent forward, and pulled off 
his ſandals. I then ſaw the large wounds 
that the ſpike had made. My ſpirit in- 
ſtantly told me that it was my Lord him- 
ſelf, under the form of his miniſter. I 
threw myſelf proſtrate before him. My 
bolom opened wide; and taking hold of 
his feet, covered with duſt as they were, 
| preſſed them to my heart, and would 
have thruſt them into my ſoul ; ; when, on 
their touch, I felt ſuch an ecſtatic tranſ- 
port, that, if I had not awoke, my body 
could no longer have retained my ſpirit, 
it muſt inſtantly have iſſued to him who 
breathed it. 

The conſolation of this dream greatly 
ſtrengthened and reſtored me, and 1 hal- 


> Wl (ned to get up that I might delight my- 
elf wich ferving the ſervants of my bene- 
+ Wl factors. 
n When Mrs. Catharines RY ſhe found 
dne buſied in the baſeft employments of 
he kitchen. She looked aſtoniſhed. Why, 
y my dear, ſhe cried, would you demean 


yourſelf in this manner? O, Madam, I 
le rephed, | beſeech you to leave me to my 
d, own conſcience ; 1t tells me that even this 
office is much too honourable for me. 

When breakfaſt was ready, Mr. Catha- 
be. tines came in from his morning's walk of 


+ meditation, 
hile 
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meditation. As he entered I caſt myſelf 
before him, and, claſping his knees, cried, 
How blefſed are the feet of him who 
bringeth good tidings of Salvation to fin. 
ners! but, above all, bleſſed is he who 
beareth in his own perſon the image and 
impreſſion of the prince of peace] Being 
much {ſurpriſed and abaſhed at my manner 


of ſalutation, he demanded the reaſon of 
it, and I told my dream; whereupon they 


were ſo affected, that they both ſhed tears 


of tender congratulation. 


1 have already told you, Sir, that Mr. 


Catharines was phyſician to the bodies as 


well as ſouls of all his pariſhioners; I 


might have added, to all the country about 


him. 

For this purpoſe, he provided a little 
kind of apothecary's ſhop where he kept 
all manner of drugs for the ſick, as well 
as matters of ſurgery for the fore and the 
wounded. On theſe occaſions I became 
his principal deputy and aſſiſtant. I was, 
myſelf, often aſtoniſhed at the effects of 


my application in this way. I ſcarce re- 


member an inſtance wherein J failed of 
ſucceſs. A ſpirit of healing ſeemed to 
accompany my walks. I have frequently 
cured thoſe who were given up as itte 
coverable by the doctors and ſurgeons. 
And I never had ſuch heart- felt delight 


5 ad 
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as when, on my knees, I bathed the feet 
of the ſick, or waſhed the ulcers of the 
beggar; for in them, methoughr, the 
great phyſician of ſin- ſick ſouls lay before 
me, who had healed my own woundings, 
and done away my tranſgreſſions, 
I ſhould have told you, Sir, that when 
Mr. Catharines heard that I had ſtolen and 
dropped my little nephew, the only child 
of his beſt and moſt beloved friend, he, 
that very day, diſpatched a number of 
emiſſaries to Enfield, and throughout all 
the adjacent country, with orders to make 
the molt diligent ſearch and inquiry after 
him; but, alas! all our pains and ſolici- 
tudes, both then and afterward, proved 
fruitleſs: this coſt me, day and night, 
ſecret deluges of tears, and ſerved to em- 
bitter the happieſt life that otherwiſe, 
perhaps, could be ſpent upon earth. 
About three months ago Mrs. Catha- 
rines began to decline, and peaceably 
dropped, like over-ripe fruit, into the lap 
of our general mother. | 
Mr. Catharines had often deſired my 
permiſſion to write to my brother in my 
favour ; but, conſcious of the injury that 
| had done him in the perſon of his child, 
| had hitherto declined the propoſal. At 
length, however, | determined to throw 
myſelf at his feet, and confeſs my guilr, 
though 


. * 7 
awe bot} oo gre OI a ee * 


on ſome more ſucceſsful means for the 
reſolution; he wrote a letter to my bio- 
once more to make trial of my brother's 


as an object of his charity. For this pur- 


1 allo ſent back ny little baggage with an 


extremely ill of a colic, and could keep 


me; and by the time ] was able to creep a- 


thecary's bill, and a ſtill more exorbitant 


very weak and ſicKly, was tempted to 
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though without any proſpect of obtaining 
his pardon; perhaps, ſaid I, he may think 


diſcovery of his fon, than we have yet hit 
upon. My benetattor approved of my 


ther by me; and within a few days, I {et 
out in his chaiſe for London. 
On the road, I took it into my head 


nature, and to preſent myſelf before him 


pole I diſmiſſed the chaiſe at St. Alban's, 


account of my project in a note to Mr. 
Catharines, and retained nothing but this 
poor garb that I have on. 

On that night I was taken ſuddenly and 


nothing on my ſtomach tor the fix follow- 
ing days. 1 ſent to London for a phy- 
ſician, who attended and preſcribed for 


broad, what with fees to the doctor, the apo- 


bill from the landlord, I had ſcarce three 
ſixpences left to bear m ;y charges to the 
city. With that ſum, however, I ſer for- 
ward on foot; but, finding myſelf ſtil 


repine tor not having brought more mo- 
ney 


| * 
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ney from home ; but, again, I remem- 


bered that my maſter had told me, that 
ſufferings were the beſt friends and phy- 
ſicians to ſuch a ſinner. I was, there- 
fore, content and pleaſed to be once more 


and, after three days ſore travel, God was 


door. : 
This, Sir, 1s the letter which my friend 
wrote in my favour to my brother. You 
ſee it is open; but, before you read it, I 
ovght to account to you, for ſome touches 
of uncommon tenderneſs, which Mr. Ca- 
tharines has expreſſed toward me. 
Some weeks after the funeral of his 
lady, he and I ſtood chatting in the fronc 
of the houſe. The evening was exceed- 
ing pleaſant, and the maids ſat ſinging and 


great bull, ſuddenly tearing up the ground 
with his feet, ran furiouſly at his maſter. 


ruſhed into the houſe; but, obſerving that 
Mr, Catharines did not follow, I turned 


| ſaw that the terrible creature had pinned 
r. him up, between his horns, aglinſt the 
till wall, at which he butted with all his 
to force. EL 

no- Vor. III. ] Then, 


ney 


reduced to the loweſt ſtate of beggary; 


pleaſed to conduct me to your charitable 


milking the cows before us; when the 
On ſeeing him approach, I ſhrieked and 


and ran as precipitately out again, There 
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Then, caſting fear aſide, I ſprung up, 
and, ſeizing the bull by one of his horns, 


would have torn him away from my dear 
protector. But, my ſtrength not availing, 
J caught his ear in my mouth, and bit it 


through and through, while I endeavour. 


ed to tear out his eyes with my nails. 
In the mean time, a little favourite ma- 


ſtiff, ſcarce bigger than two fiſts, came 


happily out, and leaping up caught the 


monſtrous animal by the noſe, whereupon 
he gave a hideous roar, and, flinging 


away, ran kicking and leaping about the 


yard. 


I remembered nothing more till I a. 


woke from a ſwoon, and perceived that 


Mr. Catharines fat beſide me. He held 


one of my hands, which he had waſhed 
with his tears, and which, at times, he 
preſſed to his lips, and again to his 

boſom. | 
When he had prevailed upon me to 
ſwallow a ſpoonful of cordial, O my 
Phæbe, my Phæbe, he cried, you have 
this day offered up your precious life, a 
victim for the preſervation of mine; and, 
from this day forward, my life, and all 
that I am, is your property for ever. But 
tell me, my Phæbe, whence could you get, 
in a moment, ſuch aſtoniſhing intrepidity? 
how attain to the power of acting againſt 
| Natule, 
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nature, the conſtitutional terrors and de- 
licacies of your ſex? Ah, Sir, I replied, 
the book of life tells us, that perfect 
« love caſteth fear away.“ 

From that time Mr. Catharines earneſt- 
ly preſſed me to marriage. My firſt, and 
my laſt, and my only love, he would ſay, 
you know that in womankind I can love 
nothing but you. Your whole image, 
your every feature 1s impreſſed upon my 
ſoul; I am already wedded to them, they 
are inſeparable from my being. Why then 
do you wiſh to have me caſt forth from my 
ſnectes, as a withered branch, without 
any kind of fruit, without one, the leaſt 
little one, to bind us up together, and car- 
ry us down to poſterity? O, Sir, I would 
then ſay, let not our nuptials be ſullicd by 
any gloom or regret; let me fitſt be re- 
conciled, if poſſible, to my brother and 
then diſpoſe of me as you pleaſe; it is your 
right ſo to do. 
y | thank you, madam, ſaid Mr. Fenton, 
I thank you for your very affecting and 
[till more edifying narrative; and F will 
endeavour to recompence you for the 
trouble that I have given you, by being 
he bearer of very happy tidings. Your 
Ittle nephew has lived with me almoſt 
ver ſince you loſt him. He has received 
in education becoming his family, and 
2 was 


! K 
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was this day diſcovered and reſtored to his 
Parents. . 

My God, my Chriſt, ſhe exclaimed, what 
a wonder is here! How are blind and er- 
ring mortals, wilfully blind and wilfully er- 
ring, deſerving of ſuch a clue as this to 
guide them? My nephew alive and well, 
diſcovered and reſtored this very day to 
his true parents! —I am confounded, I am 
cruſhed to the centre beneath the weight 
of thy benefits, O, thou overflowing foun- 
tain of mercy and grace | 

Now, madam, fatd Mr. Fenton, now it 
is at your election to reveal or ſuppreſs the 
affair reſpecting your nephew. I Kno, 
Sir, ſhe replied, you propoſed this only to 
try me; | deſire no advantage from fraud 
or diſguiſe, and, could I be ſo baſe, this 
letter, as you will find, would detect and 


vetray me. 
Mr. Fenton then unfolded the letter, 


and read as fullows : 


To EDWARD FIEI DING, Eſq. 


Friend and brother of my ſoul, 


25 I Have often reproved and always de- 
A teſted that cruel and impious cuſtom 
« of caſting off our friends, or kindred, 
„% on account of their errors or frailty, 


or even of their fall from honour, 
6 This 
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«© This cuſtom is more eſpecially con- 
« demnable and pernicious, when it af- 


« fects the more tender and more pitiable 


% ſex: the indiſcretion of their neareſt 
« friends begins the alarm; the world 
« follows and increaſes the cry; the 
% wretches, like marked deer, are driven 
e forth to the hounds, and mult ſpeedily 
« become a prey to famine and death, or 


« for ever be precluded from any return 


« to virtue. 
« Had you, my dear brother, had you 


which you ſlightly throw to a common 
beggar, you might have ſaved her ſoul 
alive, and have continued a happy pa- 
rent of a promiſing ſon at this day. 
She reſented your treatment, the rent 
your child from you; you merited 
the motive, but I am grieved at the 
conſequence. 


to reſtore your ſiſter to virtue, ſhe 


from her within ſome miles of this 
FR place: we have uſed all poſſible means 
* to recover him, but in vain; and his 
1M loss hath coſt her ſeas of tears, and 
+ years of anguiſh. 

4 Receive 


given that charity to your only ſiſter 


* As God has been pleaſed wonderfully 


would rejoice to reſtore your ſon to you; 
but it is not in her power; he ſtrayed 
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« Receive her, then, as a precious pearl 
from the bottom of the deep, as a 
caſket of gold and jewels recovered 
from ſhipwreck ; ſhe was dead but is 
alive again, ſhe was loſt but is found. 
Receive her then, I ſay, as an angel of 
God, ſent on purpoſe t to effect your own 
ſalvation. 

ce I know not how it comes to pals that 
great ſinners often become the greateſt 
of ſaints; and, in a year, a month, a 
day, exceed in growth and ſtature a 
long life of leiſurely righteouſneſs, 
Their bows, as it ſhould feem, being 
ſtrongly bent the adverſe way, they dar 
forward with the greater ſtrength and 


* rapidity. It is even ſo with our preci- 


ous Fhæbe. She is become a gentle 
flame of the divine loves and chariiics, 
While ſhe ſtands upon earth and bends, 
in her lowlineſs, beneath all creatures, 
the moon of changeable things 1s put 
under her feet, She treads, as it were, 
upon the ſtars of the galaxy; and | 
behold, at a diſtance, and revere the 
glory of her ſteps. 

Receive her then, I ſay again, as the 
deareſt boon and bleſſing that Heaven 
can beſtow. But, O, reſtore her to 


me; give her to me, according to plo- 
4e mile, 


_ « miſe, that ſhe may aſſiſt to conduct me 
„to that kingdom of little children, 

© whereof ſhe is a bleſſed inhabitant. at 
this very day. 


2 Tours, &c. 


* 
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You foe, Sir, ſaid Mrs. Phizbe ſmiling, 
you fee that Mr, Catharines muſt be a 


lover, by the extravagince of his praiſe. 


deſervedly loves; and greatly deſerves 
alſo to be beloved. But, madam, if you 
will be ruled by my advice, you will 
ſtay here till your brother ſhall call upon 
me, which I expect he will do in a very 
little time. Meanwhile I will introduce 
you to a ſiſter ſaint, who has been long 
tried and refined in the hotteſt furnace of 
affliction, 

The very next morning Mr. Fielding 
rode to the door, attended only by a lingle 
ſervant. As ſoon as he had ſaluted Mr. 


he Fenton, and ſat down, he took out a note 
lor 20001. and preſented it to him. You 

the mult not refuſe, Sir, {aid he, to relieve my 
en Giltreſs, by accepting this in part of what 
OW | owe you. I can ſpare it, without the 
10 ſmalleſt inconvenience. I have lately re- 


nie, Wi covered a tract of land that lies contigu- 
14 ous 
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I ſee, madam, ſaid Mr, Fenton, that he 
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ous to Mr. Catharines, the worthy man of 
whom you heard me ſpeak yeſterday ; fo 
that I ſhall ſoon have the pleaſure of taking 
poſſeſſion of a conſiderable acceſſion to my 
fortune, and, at the ſame time, the great- 
er pleaſure of embracing ſo very dear a 
friend. This ſum, Sir, ſaid Mr. Fenton, 
comes very ſeaſonably to the relief of a 
perſon, for whom I have conceived an ex- 
traordinary eſteem and affection ; a perſon 
who 1s entitled to my belt ſervice, and 
who may allo be entitled to your further 
munificence. So ſaying, Mr. Fenton roſe, 
went to the door, took Mrs. Phæbe by the 
hand, and leading her toward her brother, 
This, Sir, ſaid he, is the gentlewoman of 
whom I ſpoke, and whom I recommend to 

your tendereſt regards. 
Mr. Fielding looked earneſtly and 1n- 
quiſitively at his ſiſter, changed colour, 
and, for a while, ſat mute with aſtoniſh- 
ment; when, ſuddenly riſing, and ſtepping 
haſtily to her, he claſped her in his arms, 
and cried aloud, My Phæbe, my deareſt 
Phæbe, my long loſt, long ſought, long 
lamented ſiſter! have I found you at laſt? 
are my prayers at length heard? and are 
you once more reſtored to my boſom, my 
ſiſter! Ah, what muſt have been your 
ſufferings, what have I not ſuffered myſelf, 
from the ſtinging recollection of 1 bar- 
1 barity 
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barity of my behaviour ? But, at the time 
that you applied to me, I was exaſperated 


againſt you, by being told you had turned 


out a common proſtitute; and, from your 
connexion with that reprobate to whom 
my father had unhappily married you, I 
was ready to believe the worſt that could 
be reported concerning you. Pardon me, 
however, my Phæbe, do but promife me 
your pardon, and I will endeavour to 
compenſate for my injurious treatment 
of you. 8 u; 

Here, the ſiſter dropped on her knees, 
and, breaking into tears and ſobs, repli- 
ed, You want no pardon, my brother, you 
never wronged me. I deſeryed all forts 
of evils; they were due to my tranſ- 
greſſions - but I have 1njured you, I fear 
paſt forgiveneſs, my brother. — It was 
who ſtole your little darling, who robbed 
you of your only child, and cauſed you 
ſo many years of ſorrow and bitterneſs. 
l deſerved it, I deſerved it at your 
hands, exclaimed Mr, Fielding; let us then 
exchange forgiveneſs, my Phæbe; for our 
child 1s reſtored to us, and we remember 
our ſorrows no more. So ſaying, his eyes 
filled, and, tenderly raiſing his fiſter, he 
took her again to his boſom. | 

Mr. Fenton, wholly melted by this paſ- 
lionate ſcene, took them jointly in his 

15 arms, 
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ſite to each other, 


_ gotten; perhaps, reſtored to rectitude, ſhe 


affirmed, her inclination no way concurred 


over a baſhful countenance, and make it 


arms, and then filently ſeated them oppo- 


My ſiſter, faid Mr. Fielding, you have 
promiſed me your pardon, before you were 
acquainted with the extent of my faults, 
Our dear father, in his laſt illneſs, made 
me fit by his fide; when, heaving a deep 
ſigh, he thus began: I fear, I fear, my 
ſon, that I have greatly wronged your ſiſ- 
ter. I prieve at heart that I had her mar- 
ried to that ruffian Rampant, With alittle 
leſs of ſeverity and more of tender admo- 
nition, ſhe might have ariſen from her fall; 
ſhe might have returned to virtue and ho- 
nour; her errors might have been for- 


might have been leſs wretched, and my 
days might have been longer. She was 
young, ſhe was artleſs and obvious to ſe- 
duction, I, myſelf, joined to betray her, 
by that ſhe-wolf whom I appointed the 
evardian of my lamb, Perhaps, as ſhe 


with the force that was offered her. We 
ought, as far as poſſible, to have covered 
her ſhame : ſhame only ſerves to bronze 


altogether ſhameleſs. Alas, my child, all 
things appear quite different, at my death, 
from what they did during my lite time; 
and the pride of blood, and the reſent- 


ment for injured gentility, give bn 
1 
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che calls of nature and the feelings of 
humanity. 
I intended your fiſter five thouſand 


pounds; but by my will I have cut her off 


with a ſhilling, leſt the villain, her huſ- 
band, ſhould come in for any ſhare of our 


ſubſtance. Wherefore I leave you, in my 


place, at once the father, the brother, 
and the guardian of my dear child—and 


here his OY tears e another 


word. 


As ſoon as he was more compoſed he 
proceeded. ] adjure you, my ſon, in the 


name of our common father, in the name 
of that God to whom 1 am going, I adjure 
vou, I ſay, to keep a conſtant watch over 


the conduct of your ſtill precious ſiſter, 


my fon! and, if fuch a one may be found, 
to keep in fee ſome diſcreet and pious 
matron, who may inſinuate into her ac- 
quaintance, and gain her confidence, and 
preſerve her from a further progreſs in the 
paths of vice; for O, the ſoul of my 
wrecked child, at this hour, is infinitely 
precious in my eyes 

I further enjoin you that, in caſe the 
reprobate, her huſband, ſhould periſh 


by ſword or piſto], or by the les, as 


is moſt likely, you will pay your ſiſter the 
ſum of three thouſand pounds, but gra- 
dually at firſt, as her neceſſities may crave; 
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and the whole, on your aſſurance of her 
return to virtue. 


While her brother was ſpeaking, Mrs. 
Phæbe had thrown her apron over her 
face, and by her groans and paſſionate 
ſobs prevented his proceeding. At length 
ſhe exclaimed, Wretch, parricide that I 


am! I have cut ſhort the ſacred life of 


him who brought me to the world. You 
then loved me, my father, you ſtill con- 
tinued to love me, though I knew it not; 
and IT have murdered the kindeſt, the 
tendereſt of parents ; but I will die to 
make atonement, 1 will not ſurvive you, 

my father 

Mr, Fielding then aroſe, and ſtepped 


affectionately to his ſiſter, and taking her 


in his arms, and mixing his tears with 
hers, endeavoured to conſole her. You did 
not, my deareſt fifter, you did not mur- 
der him, he cried; you accule yourſelf of 
faults of which you are no way guilty, 
Our father was aged, and laboured under 


a complication of diſorders that muſt, 
ſhortly, have put a period to all that was 


mortal in him, Be comforted then, [ fay 
be comforted, my filter ! 


When Mr. Fielding had reſumed his 
ſeat, and the violence of his ſiſter's pal- 


ſion had ſubſided, he looked earneſtly and 
tenderly at her. I will, ſaid he, my Phæbe, 


al 
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at ſome other time, account to you for the 
motive of my barbarity roward you, and 


how I was impoſed upon by the very per- 
ſon whom I kept in pay to give me intel- 


ligence concerning you. But tell me how 


it comes to paſs that, in my life, I never. 


ſaw you look ſo charmingly? even during 


your infant years, you never had ſuch a 
ſweet ſimplicity, ſuch a heavenly childiſh- 


neſs of countenance as you now have, It 
is, ſaid Mr. Fenton, becauſe ſhe is the 
king's daughter, all glorious within,“ 


and the lovelineſs of her ſpirit informs 


an ſhines through her aſpect. —Bur here 
is a known character that will fully clear 

up the matter. And 1o faying, he preſent- 
ed him with the letter trom Mr. Catharines, 


when, -at the fight of the ſuperſcription, 


Mr. Fielding gave an exclamation of ſur— 
priſe : then, unfolding, he read it in deep 
lence, but by fits, and interruption 


frequently putting, and long holding his 


handkerchief to his eyes, 

As ſoon as he had Gniſhed, Yes, yes, 
my dear Catharines, my brother, he cried, 
the with of my heart {hall be accompliſh- 
ed for us both! You ſhall have your 
Phzbe reſtored to you, and ſhe ſhall be 
reſtored to you with Benjamin's portion, 
even a double portion I But, O my God, 
how wonderful, how miraculous is all 
this! 
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this! to have my only child, and my only 
ſiſter, at once reſtored tome by one and 
the ſame hand ! Teach me, teach me, Mr, 
Fenton, by ſome new method of grati- 
tude, to expreſs a part of the ſenſe of 
what I owe you! 7 bs 
Lou have already, Sir, cried Mr. Fen- 
ton, done and ſaid by much too much upon 
that head, and have thereby given me 
great pain inſtead of gratification, The 
payment that I get is a treaſure hidden 
from all men, ſave him to whom it is gi— 
ven. I will not, however, do you the 
offerice to return you your bill, but ſhall 
diſpoſe of it in a manner 'that, I truſt, 
Will be nearly as equitable. Mean-while, 
my dear friend, J moſt cordially congra- 
tulate you on the ſignal evidences that 
have been given of the favour of your God 
to you, and of his watchful and intending 
providence over you and yours, I up: 
pole you will ſoon ſet out, with your 
amiable ſiſter here, on your viſit to your 
friend and brother the worthy Mr. Catha- 
rines. I ſhall heartily pray for a bliſsful 
iſſue to the union of the ſainted pair, and 
1 requeſt you to favour me with a call on 
your way. 5 

Within an hour after, Mr. Fielding ſet 
off tor London, on horſeback; and Har- 
ry accompanied his ſiſter, in Mr. F 2 
Pom 
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poſt-· chaiſe, upon a ſhort viſit to his friend 
Ned. 


As ſoon as they were departed, Mr. 


Fenton took paper, and wrote the follow- 


ing letter to Mr Catharines. 


Reverend and dear Sir, | 
At LOW a ſtranger, but a very 


warm lover of yours, to felicitate 
you with his whole heart on the ſucceſs 
of affairs. Our precious Phæbe was 


received with tranſport by her brother, 


and you cannot be more impatient than 
he is for your union, He generouſly 


preſented me with the incloſed bill for 


2000. merely becauſe God had ap- 
pointed me an humble inſtrument for 
doing him ſome little matter of ſer- 
vice. Though I determined not to ac- 
cept any part thereof, yet I dreaded to 
grieve him by an avowed refuſal. I 
therefore reſtore it to you and your 
Phæbe, as a matter of equity next to 
that of returning it to himſelf, It is 
ſurely full as proper that your family 
ſhould take charge of that wherewith 
providence had been pleaſed to intruſt 
them, as that I ſhould be incumbered 
with the diſpoſal thereof. And indeed, 
my dear Sir, I am already burdened 


with more truſts of this nature than, 


GA 
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< I fear, I ſhall be able duely to account 
<< for. 

* That your heart may always continue 
% where your true treaſure is already laid 
„ up, is the wiſh of, dear Sir, &c.“ 

When he had folded and ſealed his let- 
ter, he took bills from his pocket - book to 
the amount 6f 1300/7. , on Harry's re- 
turn from London. fe nt d them to him. 
Here, my dear, faid he, here is what will 
enable you to be more than Juſt to your 
engagements, it will enable you to be ge- 
nerous alſo. And I defire, my Harry, in 
matters of charity, that you may never 


ſtint the ſweet emotions of your heart; 


for we have enough, my child, and we 


are but the ſtewards of the bounty of our 


God. 

Here Harry's ſpeech was fopped, but 
his ſilence was more eloquent than a thou- 
ſand harangues. He ſuddenly threw his 
arms about his dear dada, and, hiding his 
face in his boſom, he there vented the 
tears of that pleaſure, love, and grati- 
tude, with which he found himſelf affected. 
On the afternoon of the following day, 
Harry and Arabella went to drink tea with 
the widow Neighbourly, who received 
them with a countenance that ſpoke an 
uncommon welcome. Some other com- 


pany had arrived before them, and roſe on 
3 their 


—— — 
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their entrance. When all were again ſeat- 


O 


ed, Mrs. Neighbourly very affectionately 
queſtioned Harry concerning his dada. 
On hearing the name of maſter Fenton, 
an elderly gentlewoman ſtarted. Pray, 
madam, ſaid ſhe eagerly, is this maker 
Fenton, the ſon of that noble gentleman 
who lives on the hill? He is, madam, 
laid Mrs. Neighbourly. My God! exclaim- 
ed the ſtranger, can this ſuckling be the 
father of the orphan and the widow? Is 
this he who goes about turning ſorrow in- 


to joy? who wipes the tears from the 


afflicted, and heals the broken of heart ? 
Permit me then, thou beloved child of the 
Father which 1s in heaven, permit me to 
approach and throw myſelf at the feet of 
my preſerver ! 


So faying, ſhe roſe with a rapturous 


motion, and, dropping at Harry's knees, 
ſhe claſped his legs and kiſſed his feet, 
before he could prevent her. 
Poor Harry, much to be pitied, ſat a- 
ſtoniſned, abaſhed, and diſtreſſed to the 
laſt degree. At length, recollecting, and 
diſengaging himſelf with difficulty, My 
dear madam, he cried, you hurt me great- 
ly; what have I done that you ſhould put 

me to ſo much pain? | 
Babe of my heart, ſhe cried, I am the 
wife of your Vindex, your own Vindex, 
hs whom 
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whom you redeemed from beggary and 
ſlavery ; whom you reſtored to his wretch- 
ed partner, whom you reſtored to his infant 
daughter; all pining and periſhng apart 
from each other, hut now united by you, 
my angel, in joy and thankſgiving! | 
Here, her words were ſuffocated, and 
throwing herſelf back in her chair, ſhe was 
not aſhamed to give way to her tears, and 
putting her handkerchief to her face, ſhe 
vented her paſſion aloud. 

Harry then riſing, and going tenderly to 
her, put his arms about her, and kiſſed 
her forehead, and then her lips. You 
owe me nothing, my dear Mrs. Vindex, 
ſaid he, I am till greatly in your debt: l 
was the very naughty boy who brought 
your misfortunes upon you. But I am 
willing to make you amends, and that will 
do me a great pleaſure, inſtead of the pu- 

niſhment which I deſerve. | 
The tea-table was now laid, and Mrs. 
Vindex grew more compoſed ; when her 
huſband entered, leading his daughter by 
the hand, a very pretty little girl of about 
ſix years old. Harry inſtantly ſprung up, 
and running, and throwing himſelf with 3 
great leap upon him, he hung about his 
neck, crying, How glad 1 am to fee you, 
my dear Mr. Vindex ! Boy of boys, cricd 
\ index, 


ex, 
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Vindex, am I ſo bleſſed as to have you 
once more in my arms! 

The company then roſe and ſalveed Mr. 
Vindex, and congratulated him on his re- 
turn to his ancient habitation. But Harry 
took him aſide, and having cautioned him, 
in a whiſper, not to take any notice of 
what ſhould pals, he ſtole a bill for 1601. 


into his hand, faying ſoftly, It is good firſt. 
to be honeſt, ſo there is what I owe you. 


And here alſo is a ſmall matter for your 
daughter; I did not know, till now, that 


we had ſuch a ſweet little charge in our 


family. So ſaying, he ſlipped to him ano- 


ther bill of 501. and then, turning from 


him, ſtepped careleſsly to his feat, as 


though nothing had happened. 
Mean time the aſtoniſhed Vindex was 


oreatly oppreſſed. He did not dare to 


offend Harry by any open intimation of 


his recent bounty, and yet he could feel'no 
eaſe till the fecret ſhould be diſcloſed, He 


therefore ſtole ſoftly to the back of our 


hero's chair, where, unperceived of Harry, 
he diſplayed the bills to the company, 
beckoning, at the ſame time, in a way 


that forbad them to take any notice; 


then, raiſing his hand over his heads, and 
lifting his eyes toward Heaven, he bleſ- 
led his benefactor, in a ſilent ardent eja- 


culation, 
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_ culation, and, taking an empty ſeat, join- 
ed in with the company. 7 3 
While they were in chat, the little Su- 
ſanna ſlipped, unnoticed, from beſide her 
mamma, and veering over toward Harry, 
ſhe went on one ſide, and then on the o- 
ther, and ſurveyed him all about; then, 
coming cloſer, ſhe felt his clothes, and 
next his hands, in the way, as it were, 
of claiming acquaintance with him. At 
length, looking fondly up to his face, ſhe 
liſped and ſaid, me voud kiſs oo, if oo 
voud aſk me. Indeed then, ſaid Harry, 
me vill kiſs oo, fedder oo vill or no, And 
ſo, catching her up on his knee, he preſſed 
her to his boſom, and kiſſed her over and 
over again, 1 
You all ſee, cried Mr. Vindex, it is not 
one of the elders with whom our Suſanna 
has fallen in love. My ſweet babe, crit 
Mrs. Vindex, her little heart inſtinctively 
led her to her beſt friend, to the one of 
all living who beſt deſerved ber love. 
Miſs Suſanna, ſaid Mrs. Clement, puts 
me in mind of ſome very delicate lines 
in Milton, reſpecting our Virgin Mother, 
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il For ſhe alſo refuſed to kiſs the lovelieſt 
fl man that ever was created, at leaſt till ſhe 
Ut was aſked, 


2 — — 
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* And though divinely brought, 

« Yet innocence and virgin modeſty, 

„Jer virtue and the conſcience of her worth, 
„That would be woo'd, and not unſought be won, 
«© Not obvious, nor obtruſive, but retir'd, 

« The more deſirable.“ 


It 1s happy, ſaid Mrs, Neighbourly, for 
our weakly and over-affectionate ſex, that 
God has been pleaſed to fix a monitor 
within us, who ſtruggles againſt our incli— 
nations, who fights againſt our affections, 
and is, with difficulty, won over to ac- 
quieſce in our deſires. I know not elſe, 
what might become of the moſt of wo- 
mankind; -: 55 5 

But then, ſaid Mrs. Vindex, are we not 
rather to be pitied, that, even when our 


propenſities are warrantable, we are prohi- 
bited, by cuſtom, from giving any intima- 
tion thereof to the object. While the li- 


(entious reprobate, man, roves and riots 

at large and unreproved, beyond the pale 

over which it is treaſon for us to look. 
do not pity you, ladies, ſaid Mr. Vin- 


dex, I do not at all pity you on account of 


any reſtraints, that cuſtom has laid you 
under, reſpecting chaſtity, or its environs 
called decorum. The chaſtity of woman 


is the only baſis upon which the order, 


honour, and peace of the world can be 
built; it twiſts the ſacred and endearing 
cord 
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cord of ſociety : without it there could 
be no amity, no brotherhood upon earth, 
But then, turely, there is much reſpect 
and tenderneſs due to thoſe from whom 
ſuch advantages are derived, Whereas I 
have obſerved, on the contrary, that the 
' moſt amiable of your ſex are generally 
mated to tyrants; to men who, being 
born and appointed their protectors, per- 
vert every end of nature and duty, and 
treat, with injury, contempt, and inſult, 
the gentle ſaints whom they ſhould have | 
_ cheriſhed with their moſt reſpectful en- 

dearments. 

The queſtion yet occurs, ſaid Arabella, 
whether your devils of huſbands find us 
angels, or make us ſuch. Tyrants are like 
files, they ſerve to ſmooth and poliſh what- 
ever they are applied to. I was once in 
company with a man who was cal'ed the 
faint-maker; he had married five ſhrews 
in ſucceſſion, and made Grizels of every 
one of them before they died, 

But pray, ladies, ſaid Harry, are there 
no tyrants among the wives? I Jately 
took a walk to Tower Hill, and, growing 
hungry, I turned in to a little thop of 
groceries where a ſlender ſkinny woman, 
of about four feet high, ſtood behind the 
counter. Taking out a ſixpence, I threw 


It on the board, and delired her to give we 
1 | the 
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the value in almonds and rains. She had 


ſcarce weighed my merchandiſe, when a 
huge jolly looking quaker came up to the 
harch door, bur ſeemed fearſul of open- 
ing it. The moment the little woman 
had caſt her eye toward him, ſhe exclaim- 


ed, in a ſhrill and exaſperated accent, Art 


thee there, thou rogue, thou hangdog, 

thou gallows- faced vagabond ? ? when, ga- 
thering up the whole dignity and impor— 
tance of his perſon, and clapping a hand 
en cach ſide, he cried, with an undaunted 
ar, * 1 tell thee, Mary, tear thee not!“ 
Ah, thou villain, ſhe vociferated, dares 
thee then appear in my preſence ? get 
thee back to thy fellows and huſſeys on 
whom thee ſpendeſt my ſubſtance! Still, 
however, he kept his ground, and cou- 


rageouſſy repeated, „tell thee, Mary, 5 


« | tear thee not |? Not fear me! Sirrah, 
hrrah, not fear me! ſays ſhe; we ſhall 
ke that in a twinkling. So ſaying, ſhe 
whipt up the meaſuring yard, and ſkud- 
ding round the counter, ſhe flew to the 


thing lo authoritative and tremendous in 


ter him, 


door. But he was already vaniſhed a faſt 
as his fat ſides would let him. And, to 
lei} you the truth, ladies, there was ſome- 


the little body's voice and manner, chat 
| was glad to get out and to {kawper af- 
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The company laughed heartily; and 
Mr, Vindex added, I forgot the hero's 
name, a great general he was, and [ think 
a Frenchman. He won every battle a- 
broad; but was ſure to be beaten in his 
turn alſo, as often as he returned home 
to his wife. 

Well faid Hercules and the diſtaff, cries 
Harry ! But to the point ; the braveſt man 
1] know 1s one Peter Patience, a currier, 
who lives in the ſuburbs. My tutor and 
I were walking one day through Ifling- 
ton, when we perceived the likelihood of 
a ſcuffle at a diſtance. 

As we approached, we ſaw one man 
making up, with great fury, to another, 
who would have avoided him; and who, 
reuring backward acroſs the ſtreet, par- 
ried his blows, and kept him off as well as 
he could. His enraged adverſary would 
g have cloſed in upon him; but, graſp- 

his ſhoulder with a long and very 
105 arm, he ſtill held his enemy aloof, 
| who nearly ſpent all his efforts and blows 

in the air. 

Never did I fee fo living a repreſenta- 
tion of Heaven and of Hell, as was viſible 
in the faces of thoſe two Men, The mul- 
cles of the one were frighttully diltorted; 
his eyes ſhot fire, and his mouth frothed 


with madneſs: while the countenance of 
the 


the other was as a lake in a ſummer's 
evening, that ſhews Heaven in its boſom, 


and reflects all the beauties of nature a- 
round it. 


Be quiet, Ben, he ſaid; you know that 
| would not hurt you, you know that I 
love you. ' What a fool the man makes of 
himſelf ? Are you not ſenſible that I could 


demoliſh you with a ſingle blow? but I 


quiet, Ben, I fay; I ſee you want to vex 


me, but I won't be vexed by you, my 
dear Ben. 


that paſſed from an upper caſement ; and 
flying down ſtairs, and ruſhing out at the 


as door, ſhe ſcized her huſband, behind, by 


Id the hair of his head, and tore and e 
N away at a terrible rate. 

Poor Peter, finding himſelf thus be- 
tween two fires, gave a ſlight trip to his 
male aſſailant; who inſtantly fell with his 
houlder againſt the pavement, and, riſing 
vith difficulty, limped homeward, mut- 
tering curſes all the Way. 

Then Peter, turning mee ly to the 5 
miſtreſs of his houſe, Gatty, my love, 
lays he, what have I done to provoke 


you ?—O, ſhe cried, you mean-ſpirited, 
YOL, $1; K hare- 
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cannot find in my heart to do it. Be 


While the gentle Peter was thus expoſ- 
tulating with his exaſperated friend, Mrs. 
Patience, as it ſhould ſeem, had ſeen all 
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hare-hearted, milk-liver'd poltroon ; Ill. 


teach you what it is to ſuffer every fellow 


to pommel you !—Sirrah, ſirrah (and till 


ſhe cuffed) III have you tied down. at the 
foot of the market croſs, with notice on 
your breaſt, for all who paſs to ps upon 


you. 


Then, quite angry to ſee the man ſo 
abuſed, to whom I had taken ſuch a fancy, 


1 ruſhed in between man and wife, and 
ſeized Mrs. Patience by both her hands; 


bur wrenching one of them from me, 
ſhe gave me a round cuff on the ſide of 
my head. I was, however, too well uſed 
to cuffs to matter that much; and fo, 
catching one of her hands in both of 
mine, I gave her a pluck to me, and a 
foot at the ſame time, and laid her on the 
broad of her back in the kennel. 

My friend Peter looked quite aſtoniſh- 
ed at this, and fearing what might hap- 
pen to me on the riling up of his wife, 
he tucked me like a oizzard under the 
wing of a turkey, and off he ſcoured with 


me down the ſtreet; while Mr. Clement 


alſo made pretty nimbly after us, for fear, 
as I ſuppoſe, that Mrs, Patience, when on 
her legs, might take him for one of our 

company. 
As ſoon as we had turned a corner, and 
were out of harm's way, honeſt Peter ſet 
me 
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me down. My friend, ſays I, if you 
would be adviſed by me, you will not be 
in a mighty hurry to get back to your 
wife: I ſee a houſe of entertainment 
yonder, and I wiſh to be further acquaint- 
ed with you, Adad, ſaid he, you are the 
boldeſt little body that ever I knew; you 
performed a feat, to-day, that made me 
tremble for you. Had any other man 
tho* uſed my wife ſo—— but I paſs that 
matter over; I ſee you're too great a hero 
to be threatened by any one, and I ſhould 
conſider that you did what you did for my 
lake. 

So ſaying, we all went into a fort of a 
tavern, and, being ſhewn to a little 
parlour, I called for a pint of white- 
wine. OE 15 

As ſoon as we were ſeated, I took my 
new acquaintance very lovingly by the 
hand, My dear friend, ſaid I, I have 
conceived a great reſpect and fondneſs 
tor you, and ſhould be glad ro know who 
and what you are. I am a currier by 
trade, Sir, and my name is Peter Pa- 
tence, You are patience itſelf, indeed, 
laid Mr. Clement; but your wife, asIthink, 
has taken the whole trade of the currier 
into her own hands. 5 
Peter laughed and replied, She is a dear 
and a ſweet girl as ever lay by the 85 

2 0 
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of a man, and ſhe loves me as ſhe loves 


her own foul, Her blows were ſweet 
blows to me, they were the blows of her 


affection. For, though I did not matter 
the ſtrokes of my friend Benjamin a ſingle 
philip, yet every one of them went to her 
heart, and ſhe wanted to frighten me 
from ever taking the like again. 

But pray, ſays I, how happened the 
quarrel between you and your friend Ben- 
Jamin, as you call him? Why, there it is 
too, ſaid Peter; he allo beat me, out of his 
downright and true hearted kindneſs to 
1 

As this is holiday i in the afternoon, a- 
mong us trades- folk, Ben Teſty invited me 
to ſhare of a can of flip, at the cat and 
bagpipes over the way. Juſt as we fat 
down, Peter, ſays he, I am told that your 
Gatty is with child; I believe it may be 


lo, ſays I. 1 am glad of it, Peter, with all 


my heart; and ſo now remember that | 
beſpeak myſelf goſſip. Why that may 
happen, fays I, juſt as matters ſhall turn 
out. If the child is a boy, vou ſhall be 
one of the godfathers and welcome ; but 
if it is a girl, this cannot be, for my uncle 


_ Geofiry has already engaged himſelf, and 


I have ſome expectations from him. And 
lo, ſays he, you refuſe to admit me for 


your gollp. If it is a girl, ſays I, you = 
that 
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that I cannor. O, he cried, I had forgot, 


] was a raſcal for propoſing it: you're of 
high blood, have high relations, and ſo 
ſcorn to have connexions with a poor 
tradeſman like me. That 1s not the caſe 
indeed, my dear Ben, but—Damn your 


dars, ſays he, I will have no more of 
them ! you are a covetous ſcoundrel, and 
value money more than love. Well, 


ſays I, but will you be patient, will you 
hear realdn. in y friend? Friend, friend, 
ſays he, my 2 5 upon all ſuch friend- 
ſhips! I ſce into you now. You're an 
ori unloving, cold-hearted vil- 
lain, and I would fooner be godfather 

to the child of the Turk. So ſaying, he 
ſtruck at me, and repeated his blows acroſs 
the table. But, as I ſaw that his choler 
was inflaming more and more, I got up 
and recreated, merely intending to defend 
myſelf till his paſſion ſhould be "ſpent upon. 
me. But you ſaw what happened, gen- 


tlemen, which I am heartily forry for, as 


. tear that my poor dear fellow is much 
urt. 

Well, ſaid my tutor, 1 have heard 
many definitions, and many diſputes 
concerning the word Courage, but I never 
law the thing itſelf, till this day, Pray 
Mr. Peter, were you never angry? Scarce 
ever, Sir, that I remember; at leaſt on 

K 3 my 
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my own account; for I do not fear any 
man thatſteps upon the earth, and what is 
it then that ſnould make me angry? Aman 
may be ang ry, ſaid Mr. Clement, from o- 
ther motives ſure, beſides that of fear. 
Sod himſelf can be angry, and yet he can- 

not poſſibly fear. 88 Z 
I am feelingly affured, Sir, replied the 
valiant Peter, that God was never angry 
in his whole life; and that is a long time, 
that haz neither beginning nor ending. 
Don't you believe the goſpel, ſays Mr. Cle- 
ment; the ſcripture aſſures us, in a hun- 
dred places, of the anger of God againſt 
impenitent ſinners. I am the ſon of a 
clergyman, Sir, ſaid Peter, and mayhap 
could quote ſcripture as well as another. 
The ſcriptures were written for man; but 
how ſhould man underftand them, if they 
were not written according to his own 
language and to his own paſſions? I will 
afk you a queſtion, Sir, Can you be angry 
at a mite or a worm which you can cruſh 
into nothing at pleaſure ? I think not, ſaid 
my tutor. No certainly, ſaid Peter, be- 
cauſe you cannot fear a thing that has not 
power to offend you. Now, all the world 
is but as a worm or mite to God; and 
neither man nor angels can diſturb or affect 
bim with any thing, except delight, e. 
their 
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their acceptance of that happineſs which 
he deſires to give to all his creatures. 

Ny but, ſays Mr. Clement, you ſee that 
God's anger and indignation. was fo great 
againſt fin, that nothing could ſatisfy for 
it ſave the denth of bis beloved ſon. Ay 


but, ſays Peter, the ſeripture, which you 


quote, tells you that it was not his anger 
but his love that fent him to us. © For 


„God fo loved the world,” a very finful. 


world indeed! “ that he gave his only 


* begotten fon to take his death upon 
« the croſs.“ And I am as fully aſſured, 
as T am of my own being, war the ſame 


gracious God, who has already redeemed 


or ſinners, would willingly redeem the 
poor devils alſo, if they could but find 


m their hearts ro-defire his ſalvation; 


Here, catching and claſping his hand, 
My dear Peter, ſays I, I embrace and wiſh 
from my heart that your doctrine may be 


true, I have many tutors, Mr. Peter, 


and my dada pays them all with pleaſure 
for the inſtructions that they give me. 


Tell me then,. Mr. Peter, what "muſt he 
give you for the leſſon which you have 


taught me? What leſſon, my hero? A ve- 
ry precious leſſon, ſays I; a leffon that will 
always teach me ** to deſpiſe myſelf for a 


*-coward, whenever I ſhall be angry.“ 
K 4 Peter 
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Peter then ſprung up, without ſpeaking 
a word, and hu ged, and claſped, and 
kiſſed me with all his affections. Then, 
plucking a button from the upper part of 
my coat, I will accept of this token, my 
darling, ſays he; and will look at it, many 
a time in the day, for your ſake. 
But Mr. Peter, ſays I, I think it would 

be my advantage to keep up an aquaint- 
ance with you, and this cannot be fo well 
done, while your dear Gatty is angry with 
me. You muſt therefore promiſe me to 
carry a token to her alſo, as an olive 
branch of that peace which I want to be 
made between us. I will, my love, ſays 
he; I never refuſe to give or accept the fa- 
vours of a friend, You muſt be upon ho- 
nour then, not to reject what I offer you, 
I am upon honour, he ſaid. 

I then ſlipped ſomething into his hand, 
at which he looked and looked again; and 
then cried out, from the overflowings of a 
good and grateful heart, You are either of 
the blood royal, or ought to be ſo! For 
the man was very poor, though ſo very 
ſenſible and well deſcended, and ſo he look- 
ed upon a little as a great matter. 

Here Harry cloſed his narration, and 
all the company gathered about him, and 
nearly ſmothered him with their careſſes, 
in 
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in which little Suſanna came in for her full 


8 

On the following day, Harry introduced 
his friend Vindex and family to his dear 
dada, who received them with a graciouſ- 
neſs that ſoon diſpelled that aukward diffi- 


dence and humbling ſenſe of obligations, 
under which the late re e 


apparently ſunk. 
As ſoon as it was known abroad that 


Mr. Vindex enjoyed the patronage and 
good countenance of Mr. Fenton and his 


family, his former friends reſorted to him, 


his acquaintance was ſought by all the- 


neighbourhood, his credit was reſtored, 
his ſchool daily increaſed, and, like Job, 
his latter end was far more bleſſed than his 
beginning. ' 

Within a few weeks, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fielding, with their ſiſter Phæbe, our 
friend Ned, and a ſplendid equipage, called 
and breakfaſted at Mr. Fenton's; and, 


ſoon after, Mr. Fenton and his Harry, 


with Mr. and Mrs, Clement, attended 
their viſitants to St. Albans, where, all 
together, they ſpent the happieſt night; 
only that this happineſs was blended, ar: 
times, with the affecting conſideration of 
parting in the morning. 

For two ſuccceding years and upward, 


little intereſting happened, ſave that our 
3 hero 
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hero increaſed in ſtatute and all perſonal 
accompliſhments, and had happily got 
oyer the meaſles and ſmall-pox. He was 
now nearly. maſter of the Latin and Greek 
languages. He could outrun the rein- 
deer, and outbound the antelope. He | 
Was held in yeneration by all maſters of ; 
the noble ſcience of defence. His action 
was vigour, his countenance was lovelineſs, 7 
and his movement was grace. F 
Harry, by this time, was alſo verſed in 
moſt of the ſelect and intereſting portions 
of hiſtory, Mr. Clement had inſtructed 
him in the uſe of the globes and maps; 
and as he there led him from clime to 
clime, and country to country, he brought 
him acquainted with the different manners, 
_ cuſtoms, laws, pohtics, governments, riſe, 
progreſs, and revolutions of the ſeveral ... 
nations through which they paſſed. Fi ki 
nally, ſaid Clement, you ſee, Maſter Fen- 
ton, that the mighticſt ſtates, like men, W „it 
bave the principles of growth, as likewiſe as 
of diſſolution, within their own frame, me 
Like men, they are born and die, have BRN 
their commencement and their period. por 
They ariſe, like the fun, from the dark-M ma. 
nels af poverty, to temperance, induſtry, | 
liberty, valour, power, conquelt, glory, I ther 
QPULENCE—and there is their Zenith. mi 
Eipm whence they decline, to eaſe, fen-W But 
2 ſuality, 
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ſuality, venality, vice, corruption, cow- 
ardice, imbecility, infamy, SLAVERY. And 
ſo good night! 

Mt. Fenton now judged i it full time to 
give our hero an infight into the nature 
of the conſtitution of his own country; a 
conſtitution, of whoſe conſtruction, poiſe, 
action, and counteraction, the lettered 
Mr. Clement had ſcarcely any notion; and 
even the learned in ouf laws, and the 
leaders in our ſenate, but a very. confuſed 
idea, 

For thiseſpecial purpoſe he called Hatry 
to his cloſet, You are already, my love, 
ſaid he, a member of the Britiſh State; 
and, on that. account, have many privi- 
leges to claim, and many duties to perform 
toward your country in particular, inde- 
pendent of your general duties to man- 
kind. 

Should it pleaſe God to bleſs your friend ; 
with the continuance of your life for eight 
or ten years longer, you will then be a 
member of the legiſlature of Ga zAT 
Bir AIN, one of the  higheft and moſt im- 
portant truſts. that can be confided by // 
"* mankind? _ 

0 Here, my Harry, I have penned or ra- 
„ther pencilled, for your uſe, arr abſtract in 
miniature of this. wonderful conſtitution. 
„ Eut, before I give it for your:ſtudy and 
7 K. 6 frequent 
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frequent peruſal, I would give you ſome 
knowledge of the claims whereon it is 
founded ; as alſo of the nature of man in 
his preſent depraved ſtate, and of his 
ſeveral relations as a ſubject and as a 
ſovereign. 
Man comes into this world, the weakeſt 
of all creatures, and, while he continues 
in it, is the moſt dependent. Nature nei— 
ther clothes him with the warm fleece of 
the ſheep, nor the gay plumage of the 
bird; neither does he come foith in the 
vigour of the foal or the fawn, who, on 
the hour of their birth, friſk about and 
exult in the bleſſing of new exiſtence. 
Sacred hiſtory, indeed, intimates, that 
man was originally created invulnerable 
and immortal ; that the fire could not burn 
him, ſtones wound, air blait, nor water 
drown him. That he was the angelic 
lord and controller of this earth, and theſe 
heavens that roll around us; with powers 
to ſee, at once, into the eſſences, natures, 
properties, and diſtinctions of things; to 
untold all their virtues, to call forth all 
their beauties, and to rule, ſubdue, and 
moderate theſe elements at pleaſure. 
Theſe, truly, were godlike gifts, illul- 
trious powers and prerogatives, and well 
becoming an offspring produced in the 
| express 
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expreſs image of an all- potent, all-wiſe, 
and all-beneficent Creator. 

True, Sir, ſaid Harry; but then we ſee 
nothing, now, of all this greatneſs and 
glory. Man, on the contrary, is himſelf 
ſubjected to all the elements over which, 
you ſay, he was appointed the ruler; he 
has every thing to fear from every thing 
about him; even the inſets and little 
midges fearleſsly attack and ſting this 
boaſted lord of the creation ; and hiſtory 
thews, from the beginning of the world, 
that the greateſt of all enemies to man, 
TP Oe a 

This, replied Mr. F. enton, is Bosen 
to remind him of the depraved and guiity 
ſtate into which he is fallen. Man, indeed, 
15 now no better than the remains of 
man; but then theſe remains are ſufficient 
to prove the luſtre and dignity of his ori- 
ginal flate, When you behold the ruins 
of ſome lofty and ſpacious palace, you im- 
mediately form an idea of the original 
beauty and ſtarclineſs of the ſtructure, 
Even fo, in our preſent feeble and. frac- 
tuzed ſtate, a diſcerning eye may diſcover 
many traces and fragments of man's. 
magnificent ruin — thoughts that wing 
ofinity 3 ; apprchenſions that reach through 
eternity; a fancy that creates, an imagi- 
nation that contains a univerſe; 1 

| tha. 
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that a world hath not wherewithal to 

| tify.; ; and deſires, that know. neither end. 
ing nor bound! 


Theſe, however, are but the faint 
glimmerings of his once glorious illumi- 


nation. All his primitive faculties are 


now lapſed and darkened; he is become 


enflaved to his natural ſubjects ; the world 


is wreſted out of his hands ; he comes as 


an alien into it, and may literally be called 


« a ſtranger and pilgrim upon earth.“ 


All other animals are gifted with a clear 


knowledge and inſtant diſcernment of 


whatever concerns- them':. man's utmoſt: 


wiſdom, on the contrary, is the bare re- 
ſult of comparing and inferring; a mere 
inquirer called reaſon, a ſubſtitute in the 
want of knowledge, a groper in the want 


of light, he muſt doubt before he reaſons, 


and examine before he decides: 
Thus ignorant, feeble, deeply deprav- 


ed, and the leaſt ſufficient, of all creatures, 
in a ſtate of independence, man is unpelled. 


to derive ſuccour, ſtrength, and even wil- 


dom, from ſociety. When: he turns a 


pitying car and helping hand to the dit 
treſſed, he is entitled, in his turn, to be 


heard a aſſiſted. He is intereſted in 


other, others are intereſted in him, His 


affections grow more diffuſed, his powers 
more complicated; and, in any ſociety or 
| iy ſtem 
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ſyſtem of ſuch mutual benevolence, each 
would enjoy the ſtrength, virtue, and ef- 
ficacy of the whole. 

You have, Sir, ſaid Harry, here drawn. 
an Exceeding ſweet picture of ſociety, 
and you know I am but a fool and a no- 
vice in ſuch matters. But, if any other 
man breathing had given me ſuch a de- 
ſcription, I ſhould, from all my little read- 
ing, have withſtood him to the face. Look. 
through all the ſtates and aſſociations that 
ever were upon earth ; throughout the re-- 
publics of Greece, Italy, Aſia Minor, and 
others the molt renowned for urbanity and: 
virtue; and yet, what do you find them, 
ſave ſo many bands of public robbers and: 
murderers, confederated for the deſtruc- 
tion of the reſt of mankind ? what de- 
ſolation, what bloodſhed, what carnage 
from the beginning what a delight in. 
horrors ! what a propenſity in all to inflict 
miſery upon others! The malignity of the 
fiends can, I think, pierce no deeper! 

Neither is this, Sir, as I take it, the. 
extent of their malevolence. For when 
any of theſe bands, or ſtates as you call. 
them, have conquered or ſlaughtered all 
\ 5round them, they never fail, for want "4 

employment, to fall out among then 
ſelves, and cut the throats of their very 
confederates ; end chis puts me in a 
at 
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what is ſaid by the Prince of Peace, © the 
" Prince of this world cometh and has no 
part in me:“ and again he ſays to the pur- 
poſe, that fathers and ſons, and mothers 
and daughters ſhall be divided againſt each 
other, and that“ a man's enemies ſhall be 
e thoſe of his own houſehold.” 
I lately met with a fragment of an epic 


poem, that ſtruck me wonderfully at the 
time; and J recollect ſome of the lines that . 
contain, in my opinion, the'molt genuine, | 
the rrueſt picture that ever was drawn of , 
the ſtate of mankind. h 
Man comes into this paſſing world in weakneſs, 


© And cties for help to man, —for feeble is he, 
„% And many are his foes. Thuf, hunger, naked- 
| re's; 
& Diſeaſes infinite within his 5 3 
« Without, inclemency, the wrath Ty ſeaſons, 
„ Famines, peits, plagues, devouring elements, 
& Earthquakes beneath, the thunders rolling o'cr 
| him; | 
Age and infirmity on either hand; 
And death, who ſhakes the certain dart behind 
him! | 
« Theſe, ſurely, one night deem, were ills ſul— 
ficient. | 
„% Man thinks not ſo; on his own race he turns 
„The force of all his talents, exquiſite 
« To ſhorten the ſhort interval, by art, | F 
Which nature left us—Fire and {word are in F 
« Is 
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« His hand, and in his heart are machinstions, 
% For ſpeeding of perdition, —Half the world, 
«© Down the ſt:ep gulph of dark faturity, 


„ Puſh off their fellows, pauſe upon the brink, 8 
And then drop after,” 


Say then, my deareſt father, tell me, 


whence comes this worſe than flinty, this 


cruel heartedneſs in man? Why are not 


all like you? Why are _y not happy in 


communicating happineſs? If my eyes 
did not daily lee it, in fact, as well as in 


hiſtory, I ſhould think ir impoſſible that 


any one ſhould derive pleaſure from giv- 
ing pain to another, Can it be more 


bleſſed to deſtroy than to preſerve, to afflict 


than to gladden, to wound than to heal? 
My heart wrings with regret for being 


caſt into a world, where nation again(t 
nation, family againſt family, and man 


againſt man, are perpetually embattled, 


grudging, coveting, graſping, tearingevery 


| enjoyment, every property, and life itſelf, 
trom each other. 


Here Harry, for a while, held his hand- 
kerchicf to his eyes; while his fond uncle 
dropt a ſilent tear of delight, at beholding 
the amiable emotion of his beloved. 

Take care, my Harry, rejoined Mr. 
Fenton, beware of the ſmalleſt tincture of 
uncharitableneſs! You ſee only the worle 

part, 
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part, the outward ſhell of this world; 
while the kernel, the better part, is con- 
cealed from your eyes. There are millions 
of worthy people and affectionate ſaints 
upon earth; but they are as a kingdom 
witnin a kingdom, a grain within a huſk, 
it requires a kindred heart and a curious 
eye to diſcover them. Evil in man, is like 
evil in the elements: earthquakes, hur- 
ricanes, thunders, and lightoings are con- 


ſpicuous, noiſy, glaring; while goodneſs, 


like warmth and moifture, is filent and 
_ unperceived, though productive of all the 
beauties and benefits in nature. 

J once told you, my darling, that all 
the cvil which is in you belongs to your- 
ſelf, and that all the good which is in you 
belongs to your God. That you cannot, 
in or of yourſelf, fo much as think a good 


thought, or form a good with, or oppoſe 


a ſingle temptation or evil motion of any 
kind. And, what I then faid of you, may 


equally be Taid of all men, and of the 


higheſt angels now in blifs. 
Do creature can be better than 4 ex av: 


ING AND DARK DESIRE, No efforts of its 


own can pellibly kindle the ſmalleſt por: 
tion of light or of love; till God, by 


giving bank gives his light. and. love 


ino it. 


Here 
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Here lies the eternal difference between 
evil and good, between the creature and 


the creator: the ſpirits who are now in 
darkneſs, are there for no other reaſon, 
but for their deſire of a proud and impoſſi- 


ble independence; for their rejecting the 
light X love of that God, in whom, 


however, they live and move and have 


their deſolate being. 
God is already the fullneſs of all poſſible 


things; he has, therefore, all things to 
give, but nothing to deſire. The creature, 


while empty of God, is a wanting deſire; 
it has all things to crave, but nothing to 
beſtow. No two things, in the univerſe, 
can be more oppoſite, more contraſted. 
Remember, therefore, this diſtinction 
in yourſelf and all others; remember that, 
when you feel or ſee any inſtance of ſelf- 
iſhneſs, you feel and ſee the coveting 
grudging and grappling of the creature; 
but that when you feel or ſee any anſtance 
of benevolence, you feel and fee the in- 
torming influence of your God. All pol- 
ſible vice and malignity ſublifts in the 
one; all poſſible virtue, all poſſible beau- 


ty, all poſſible bleſſedneſs, ſubſiſts in the 


other. 


As God, alone, is. Love, and nothing but 


Love z no arguments of our own can rea- 
lon love into us, no efforts of our own 
can 
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can poſſibly attain it, It muſt ſpring up, 
within us, from the divine bottom or 
ſource, wherein our exiſtence ſtands; and 
it muſt break through the dark and nar- 
row womb of Self, into ſentiments and 
feelings of Good Will for others, be- 
tore this Child of God can be born into 
the world. 15 b 
Self is wholly a Miſer, it contracts what 
it poſſeſſes, and at the ſame time attract: 
all that it doth not poſſeſs. It at once 
ſhuts out others from its own propoſed 
enjoyments, and would draw into its little 
whirlpool whatever others enjoy. 
Love, on the contrary, is a giving, not 
a craving; an expanſion, not a contrac- 
tion; it breaks in pieces the condenſing 
circle of Self, and goes forth in the de- 
lightfulneſs of its deſire to bleſs 
Self is a poor, dark, and miſerable 
avariciouſneſs, incapable of enjoying what 
it hath, through its grappling and gralp- 
ing at what it hath not. The impoſſibili. 
ty of its holding all things, makes it 


envious of thoſe who are in poſſeſſion of 
any thing; and envy kindles the fire of 
hell, wrath, and wretchednefs, througi- 


out its exiſtence. 


Love, on the other hand, is rich, en- 
lightening, and full of delight: the boun- 
teouſneſs of its wiſhes makes the infinity 
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3: its wealthz and, without ſeeking or 
requiring, it cannot fail of finding its 
ow enjoyment and bleſſedneſs, in its de- 
fire to communicate and diffuſe bleſſing 
and enjoyment. 

But is it not, Sir, a very terrible thing, 
ſaid Harry, for poor creatures, to be evil, 
by the neceſſity of their nature? 

You miſtake this matter, my Harry; 
you take the emptineſs, darkneſs, and 
deſire, in the creature, to be the evil of 

the creature. They are, indeed, the only 
poſſible cauſe of evil, in or to any crea- 
ture; but they are exccedingly far from 
being an evil, in themſelves; they are, 
on the contrary, the only, the neceſſary 
and indiſpenſible foundation, whereon 
any creaturely benefit can be built. It is 
extremely good for the creature to be 
poor and weak, and empty, and dark, 
and deſiring; for, hereby, he becomes 
a capacity, for being ſupplied with all the 
iches, powers, glories, and bleſſedneſs 
of his God, 
tas God is, every where, in and of kim- 
lf, the fulneſs of all poſſible beings and 
beatitudes, he cannot create any thing inde- 
pendent or out of himſelf; they cannot be, 
but by being both in him and by him. 
Could it be otherwiſe, could any creature 
be wile, or powerful, or happy, in 15 1 
ile 
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itſelf, what a poor and ſtinted happineſs n 
muſt that have been? its bleſſedneſs, in I. 
that caſe, muſt have been limited, like its I le 
being; and how infinitety, my child, 
ſhould we then have fallen fhort of“ that I ' 
ce eternal weight of glory” intended for us. Pr 
But God has been gracioufly pleaſed to pro- fe. 
vide better things. If wehumbly and deſir- ¶ me 
ouſly depend upon him, we become enti- . 
tled to all that he has, and that he is. He I "9! 
will enlighten our darkneſs with his own I fru 
illumination; he will inform our ignorance I the 
with his own wiſdom; his omnipotence will I '© 
become the ſtrength of our weakneſs; 
he; himſelf, will be our rectitude and 
guide from all error; he will purify our 
pollution; put his own robe on our na- 
kedneſs; enrich our poverty with the 
heart-felt treaſures of himſelf; and we 
ſhall be as ſo many mirrors, wherein our 
divine friend and father ſhall delight to. 
behold the expreſs image of his own perſon, 
his on perfections and beatitudes repre- I 
ſented for ever! 

O Sir, exclaimed Harry, how you glad- 
den, how you tranſport me! I ſhall now no 
longer repine at my own weaknels, ot 
blindneſs, or ignorance, or inſufficiency of 
any kind; ſince all theſe are but as ſo ma- N 
ny veſſels prepared to contain pearls of in- 
finite price, even the” riches, the enjoy-i 
ment 
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ment and fulneſs of my God. Never will 


[ſeek or deſire, never will I accept any thing, 
leſs: than himſelf. a 


You muſt, my child, ſaid Mr. Fenton; 
you are ſtill in the fleſh, in a carnal and 


propertied world; your old man muſt be 


fed, though not pampered; it muſt be 


Dort but not flain. 


Jou read, in the third chapter of Geneſis, 
how Our rſt father luſted after the ſenſual 


he added to his apoſtacy the guilt of af. 


the promiſe and virtue of creatures, for 
making him equal in godhead to the crea- 
tor; how in that day he died the fearfulleſt 


of all deaths, a death to the fountain of 
life light and love within him; and how 


lis eyes were opened to perceive the 
change of his body into groſſneſs, cor- 
uption, diſeaſes, and mortality, conform- 


is faith, and into which he had caſt him- 
elf. 


of {to its own creaturely emptineſs, darkneſs, 
1x Ind defire, mult have ſo continued tor ever, 
in- its own hell and miſery, without the 


oy. Noſſibility of exciting or acquiring the 


"Ut ſmalleſt 


fruits of this world; how he wilfully broke 
the ſole commandment of his God; how 


piring at independence; how he truſted to 


able to the world, to which he had turned 


Now, had man continued | in this ſinee, 
is ſpirit, which had turned from God 
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ſmalleſt ſpark of benevolence or virtue of 

any kind. But God, in compaſſion to 
Adam, and more eſpecially in compaſſion 
to his yet unſinning progeny, infuſed, into 
his undying eſſence, a imal] embryon or 
reconception of that lately forfeited image, 
which, in creation, had borne the perfect 
likeneſs of the creator. 

From hence ariſes the only capacity of 
any goodneſs in man. And, according as 
we {ſuppreſs or quench, or encourage and 
foſter this heavenly ſeed, or infant offspring 
of God within us; in ſuch proportion we 
become either evil, malignant, and repro- 
bate ; or benevolent, and replete with di- 
vine propenſities and affections. 

Now, Harry, let us turn our eyes to 
cur grois and outward man; for, as I told 
you, it mult be cared for and ſuſtained 
agreeable to its nature: and it is well de- 

ſerving of our attention; foraſmuch 28 
it is the huſk, the habitation, and temple 
of that godlike conception, which, when 
matured, is to break forth into never end- 
ing glory. 

Laſtly, this ſame outward man is further 
to be regarded by us, foraſmuch as his 
infirmities, frailties, diſtemperatures, af. 
flictions, aches, and anguiſhes, are ſo in- 
timately felt by his divine inmate, that 
they occalionly excite thoſe thouſand ſocial 
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with links of golden love, connect the 
brotherhood of man. 

It is, therefore, worth while to inquire 
into the claims and rights of this cloſe, 
though groſs companion; at leaſt, ſo far as 
may be requiſite for his neceſſary, if not 
comfortable ſubſiſtance upon earth. 

We find that God has intruſted him 
with life, liberty, and ſtrength to acquire 


property for his ſuſtenance. Tr is therefore 


his duty to preſerve all theſe truſts invio- 
late; for, as they are wedded to his nature, 
« what God hath ſo joined let no man 
« - put atunger.”.-. 
If theſe were not, my Harry, the natural, 
inheritable, and indefeaſible rights of all 
men, there would be no wrong, no injuſ- 
tice, in depriving all you ſhould meet, of 
their liberty, their lives, and properties, 


t pleaſure. For, all laws that were ever 


framed for the good government of men 
even with the divine decalogue) are no 
other than faint tranſcripts of that eternal 


LAW OF BENEVOLENCE, Which was written 
and again retraced in the boſom of the firit 
MW man, and which all his poſterity ought to 


. obſerve, without further obligation. 


teſtimony, alſo, to the impreſſion of this 
Law of Rights on the conſciences and 


charities, relations, and endearments, that, 


The capital apoſtle, ſaint Paul, bears 


Vol. III. L hearts 
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hearts of all men, where he ſays in the 

ſecond chapter of his epiſtle tothe Romans, 

«© Not the hearers of the law are juſt 

e before God, but the doers of the law 

<« ſhall be juſtified. . For, when the Gen- 

< tiles, which have not the law, do by 

e nature the things contained in the law, 

« theſe, having not the law, are a law | 

e unto themſelves: which ſhews the work 

„ of the law written in their hearts; their 

“ conſciences allo bearing witneſs, and q 

„ their thoughts, the mean-while, accuſ- e 
h 


E ning or elſe excuſing one another.“ 


But, Sir, interrupted Harry, I am quite n 
aſtoniſhed at the falling- off of the father 21 
of mankind. So infinitely benefited and 
_ obliged as he was, ſo neceſſarily dependent 
alſo on his omnipotent benefactor; how 
fooliſh, how baſe, how ungrateful, how 
unpardonable, as I think, was his wonder- 
ful apoſtaly! Wretched creatures that we 
are! no found branch, to be ſure, could 
ever ſpring from ſo debaſed, ſo cankered 
a ſtock, 

Let us not be prone to judge of others, 
my Harry. I am confident, as I am of 
my being, that had you or I been in the 
caſe and place of Adam, we ſhould have 
fallen in ike manner. He had an old and 
a very ſubtile adverſary to deal with. He 


felt himſelf powerful, — and happy 
c 


He had no notion that his preſent ſtate 
could change for the worſe. He was yet 


2 novice in exiſtence. He could form no 
conception of the depravity, pains, and 


mortality, that afterward enſued. And he 
was ſtrongly tempted by ſenſual objects 
from without, and by the emotions of his 
creaturely nature within him. But, of 
this I am aſſured, Harry, that, if he was 
the greateſt ſinner, he was alſo the greateſt 
and moſt contrite penitent that ever exiſt- 
ed; as the compariſon of his firſt with 
his latter ſtate, muſt have given him the 
moſt poignant and bitter compunctions, 
and muſt have cauſed him, with tenfold 
energy, to cling to that Rock, from which 
he was hewn, but from whence he had 
tallen. 


every man has a right in his perſon and 
property, and that this right is natural, 
inheritable, and indefeaſible. No conſent 
of parties, no inſtitution can make any 
change in this great and fundamental law 
of right; it is univerſal, invariable, and 
*  unalienable, to any man or ſyſtem of men. 
Id is only defeaſible in particular caſes ; as 
e where one man, by aſſailing the ſafety of 
d another, juſtly forfeits the title which he 
had to his own ſafety. — 
DT * 3 Ik 
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If human nature had never fallen into a 
ſtare of inordinate appetence, all laws and 
legal reſtraints would have been as need- 
leſs and impertinent, as the ſtudy and 
practice of phyſic, in a country exempted 


from mortality and diſeaſe. But, for as much 


as all men are tyrants by nature; all prone 
to covet and graſp at the rights of others; the 
great LAW O SAFETY TO ALL, can no other- 
wife be aſſured, than by THE RESTRAINT 
OF EACH FROM DOING INJURY TO ANY. 


On this lamentable occalion, on this ſad 


neceſſity of man's calling for help againſt 
man, 1s founded every intention and end 
of civil government. All laws that do 
not branch from this ſtem, are cankered 
or rotten, All political edifices that are 
not built and ſuſtained upon this founda- 
tion, of defending the weak againſt the 
* oppreſſor,” muſt tumble into 2 : tyranny, 
even worle than that anarchy which is 
called the ſtate of nature, where indivi— 


duals are unconnected by any focial band. 


But, if ſuch a ſyſtem could be framed, 
whereby wrong ſhould not be permitted 
or diſpenſed with in any man, rip ht would 
conſequently enſue and be enjoyed by all 
men, and this would be the pertection of 
Civil LIBERTY, 

Sir, lays Harry, I have heard ſome 
very learned men affirm, that God, in 
whom 
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whom is the diſpoſal of all lives and all 
properties, has given to ſome a right of 
ruling over others; that governours are 
his vicegerents and repreſentatives upon 
earth; and that he hath appointed the de- 
ſcendible and hereditary rights of fathers 
oyer families, of patriarchs over tribes, and 
of kings over nations. 

In a qualified ſenſe, my Harry, their af- 
firmation may be juſt : all the agents and 
inſtruments and diſpenſers of beneficence, 
whether their ſphere be ſmall or great, are 
God's true repreſentatives and vicegerents 
vpon earth: he hath given authority to 
the tenderneſs of parents over their pro- 
en) z and he hath inveſted patriarchs and 

ings with the rights of protection. But 


God never gave "the vulture a right to 


rule over the dove-cote , never gave up 

the innocent many for a prey to the tyran- 

nous few: God never can take pleaſure 

in the breaches of the law of his own 

righteouſneſs and benignity. Arbitrary 

regents are no further of his appointment, 

than the evils of earthquakes and hurri- 

canes z as where he is ſaid “ to give the 

« wicked a king in his anger; and to ſet 

over the nations the baſeſt of men.“ 

The Goda of all right, cannot will wrong 
do any: © His ſervice is perfect freedom.” 

3 5 


1 
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It is his pleaſure, to deliver from © the 
« land of ſlavery, and the houſe of bon- 
« dage:” he is the God of equity and 
good-will to all his creatures ; he founds 
his own authority, not in power, but be- 
neficence. The law, therefore, of fafety 
and well-being to all, is founded in the 
nature of God himſelf, eternal, immuta- 
ble, and indiſpenſible. 
One man may abound in ſtrength, au- 
thority, poſſeſſions ; but no man may have 
greater right than another, The beggar 
has as much right to his cloke and his 
ſcrip, as the king to his ermines and crown 
lands. 

To fence and to eſtabliſh this divinely 
inherent right, of SECURITY TO THE PER. 
SON AND PROPERTY OF MAN, has been the 
ſtudy and attempt of Hermes, Confucius, 
Minos, Lycurgus, Solon, Numa, and of all 
the legiſlators and ſyſtems of civil polity, 
that ever warmed the world with a ſingle 
ray of freedom, 

But, ſo ſtrong is the propenſity to uſur- 
pation in man; ſo dangerous is it to 
tempt truſtees with the inveſtiture of 
power; fo difficult to watch the watchers, 
to reſtrain the reſtrainers from injuſtice; 
that, whether the government were com- 
mitted to the One, the Few, or the Many, 

HT: | | the 
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the parties entruſted have generally proved 
traitors; and deputed power has almoſt 
perpetually been ſeized upon as property. 
Monarchy has ever been found to ruſh 
headiong into tyranny ; ariſtocracy into 
faction and multiplied uſurpation; and 


democracy into tumult, confuſion, and 


violence. And all theſe, whether diſtinct 


or compounded with each other, have 


ended in the ſupremacy of ſome arbitrary 
tyrant, enabled, by a body of military 
mercenaries, to rule, oppreſs, and ſpoil 
the people at pleaſure. 


How England hath come, after the 


many wrecks and ruins which you have 
read of in hiſtory, to ſurvive, to recover, 
to grow ſounder from her wounds, and 
mightier from her diſcomfitures ; and to 
riſe ſuperior, as we truſt, to all future ex- 
ternal and internal attempts; hath been 
owing to the Poouhneny of her conſtitu- 
tion, 

Her conſtitution, it is true, is not yet 
quit, perhaps never ought to be quit, of 
ſome inteſtine commotions. For, though 
liberty has no relation to party, difſen- 


ſion, or cabal againſt government; there 


is yet a kind of yeſt obſervable in its na- 
ture, which may be neceſſary to the fer- 
mentation and working up of virtue to 
the degree that is requiſite for the produc- 

| 4 tion 
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tion of patriotiſm and public ſpirit. Bur, 


when this yeſt of liberty happens to light 


upon weak or vapid tempers, they are 
immediately affected, like ſmall- beer caſks, 
and rave and boil over in an abundance 
of. factious ſputter and turbulence. Party 
and faction therefore, being the ſcum and 


ebullition of this animating yeſt, are ſure 
ſigns and proofs of the life of liberty, 
though they neither partake nor commu- 


nicate any portion of its beneficence; as 


rank weeds are the proof of a hot ſun 


and luxuriant foil, though they are the 
deteſtable conſequence of the one and the 
other. 

« Salus Populi—Public Safety--Security 
eto the Perſons and Properties of the Peo- 
« ple;” conſtitutes the whole of England's 
polity. Her empire is“ Imperium legum, 
the ſway of law;” it is the diſpenſation 
of beneficence, of equal right to all: and 
this empire riſes ſupreme over king, lords, 
and commons; and 1s appointed to rule 
the rulers, to the end of time. 

Other ſtates, before now, have been 
compounded, like oure, of prince, peeis, 
and people, the one, few. and many unit: 
ed. But the error and failure of their 


conſtitution was this: The People, who 


are the Fountain of all Power, either re- 


tained, in their own hands, an authority 
Which 
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which they never were qualified to wield ; 
or deputed it to truſtees without account; 
without a provident reſource or due re- 
jerve of potency, when * thoſe entruſt- 
ed with government ſhould be found 
eto betray their truſt,” 

The people of England, on the con- 
trary, claim no authority ! in government; 
neither in the framing, adminiſtration, or 
execution of the laws, by which they con- 
tent to be governed, They are themſelves 
imaged, and as it were epitomiſed, in their 
three ſeveral eſtates. The king repreſents 
their majeſty ; the lords their nobility ; 
and the commons, more immediately, 

:neir legiſlative power. The conſtitution 
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upon the others; even when all of them 
together have dared to violate the frame 
ol this ſalutary conſtitution; the people, 
to whom it belongs, have never failed, as 


on the other day s revolution, to reſtore 
and reinſtate it. 


England's three eſtates, of king, 1 
and commons, are parts of the people, 
under covenant with the people, and ac- 
| , countable to the people; but the people, 
ly | T8 | as 


— — 
— 3 
a 2 2 


ns oat 


is the inheritance of them and their poſteri- | \ 
y; and theirs is the right and duty, at J 
all times, to watch over, aſſert, and reclaim 170 

Wherefore, as you find in hiſtory, 1 
when any of the three eſtates have uſurped l 1 
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as a people, make not any of the faid 
eftates. They are as a perpetual foun- 
tain, from whence the three eſtates ariſe; 

or rather as a ſea of waters, in which three 
exalted waves ſhould claim pre- eminence, 
which yet ſhall not be able to depart from 

their fund, but, in rotation, are diſſolu- 
ble and reſolvable therein. 

Thus, however complicated the ſyſtem 
of England's polity may be, it is all rooted 
in and branches from the TRUST or THE l 

1 PEOPLE, the truſt of powers which they I | 

| have granted to be returned in protection. ! 
And, in truth, it makes little difference F 
whether the powers, in ſuchcaſes, be grant- MW P 
ed or aſſumed; whoever either receives 
or aſſumes ſuch powers, ſave to the ends Je 

of beneficence, is equally guilty of uſur- 
pation and tyranny. | 
| Government can have no powers, ſave 
the powers of the people; to wit, the 
power. of their numbers, ſtrength, and 
courage, in time of war; and in peace, 

li of their art and induſtry, and the wealth 

l| ariſing therefrom. Whoever aſſumes to 

Il | himſelf theſe powers, or any part thereof, 

li without the conſent of the proprietors, 1s 

If a robber, and ſhould, at leaſt, be diveſted 

i of the ſpoil. 
| On the other hand, if ſuch powers arc 

* granted by the people, the people cannot 


3 grant 
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grant them for purpoſes to which they 
_ themſelves cannot lawfully apply them. 
No man, for inſtance, can arbitrarily diſ- 
poſe of his own life or liberty, neither of 
the whole product of his own labours; 
foraſmuch as the lives of himſelf and his 
family ſhould be firſt ſuſtained thereby, 
and his obligations to others fairly and 
fully diſcharged. He cannot, therefore, 
grant an arbitrary diſpoſal of what he hath 
not an arbitrary diſpoſal in himſelf. Much 
leſs can any man grant a power over the 
lives, liberties, or properties of other peo- 
ple, as it would be criminal and highly 
puniſhable in himſelf to aſſail them. 
Hence it follows, as evident as any ob- 
ject at noon, that © no man or body of 
« men can rightfully aſſume, or even ac- 
e cept, what no man or body of men can 
© © rightfully grant,” to wit, a power that 
Iss arbitrary or injurious to others. And 
hence it neceſſarily follows, that all uſur- 
pations of ſuch powers, throughout the 
earth; with all actual or pretended cove- 
nants, truſts, or grants, for the inveſtitute 
or conveyance of ſuch illicit powers; are 
null and void, on the execution : and 
that no man, or nations of men, can poſſibly 
be bound by any conſents or contracts 
everſive of the laws of God and their 
DS own 
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own nature, of common ſenſe and general 
equity, of eternal reaſon and truth. 
I beg pardon, Sir, ſays Harry, for in- 
terrupting you once more; but you deſire 
that I ſhould always ſpeak my mind with 
freedom. You have delighted me greatly 
with the account which you give of the 

benefits and ſweets of LIBERTY, and of its | 

being equally the claim and birth-right 

of all men; and I wiſh to Heaven that they 
had an equal enjoyment thereof. Bur this 
F you know, Sir, is very far from being the 
{ caſe ; and that this animating fire, which 
ought to comfort all who come into the 
world, 1s now nearly e through- 
0 out che earth. 

O ir, if this divine, this GOLDEN LAW CF 
LIBERTY were obſerved, if ALL WERE RE- 
STRAINED FROM DOING INJURY TO ANY; 
| what a heaven we ſhould ſpeedily have upon 
f earth! The habit of ſuch a reſtraint would, 
j} in time, ſuppreſs every emotion to evil. 
=: The weak would have the mightineſs of 
= this Jaw for their ſupport; the poor would 
| have the benevolence thereof for their 
riches. Under the light and delightſome 

yoke of ſuch a reſtraint, how would in- 

duſtry be encouraged, to plant and to 
os the vine and the tig-tree ! how 
would benignity rejoice, to call ods an 

an 
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and ſtrangers to come and fearleſsly par- 
take of the fruits thereof ! | 

How has the ſacred name of all bene- 

fitting LIBE RTV been perverted and pro- 


faned, by the mouths of madding dema- 


gogues at the head of their ſhouting rab- 
ble, who mean no other than a licentious 
unmuzzling from all reſtraint, that they 


may ravage and lay deſolate the works and 
fruits of peace | 


But liberty, in your ſyſtem, is a al 


and eſſential good; the only ſource, indeed, 
whence any god can ariſe, I ſee it, re- 


vere it, it ſhines by its own light in the 


evidence of your deſcription ! 


How 1s 1t then, Sir, that there are per- 
ſons ſo blind, or to bigotted againſt their 
own intereits and thole of their fellows, 


as to declaim with much energy and 


ſtudied argumentation againſt this divine, 
inheritab e, and indefealible right (not of 
kings as it ſhould ſeem) but of human— 


Lind-; ? 


I lately happened in company with 4 
number of diſcontentediy looking gentle- 
men, whom I ſuppoled to have been avet- 


tors of the late king James, and friends 
to the arrogating fam ly of the Stuarts. 


Among then m was. one of ſome learning 
and great cleverneſs, and he paraded and 
he weed 
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ſhewed away, at a vaſt rate, concerning 
the divinely inherent right of monarchs, 
implicit ſubmiſſion, paſſive obedience, non- 
reſiſtance, and what not. | 

Our God, ſaid he, is one God; and the 
ſubſtitutes of his mightineſs ſhould re- 


ſemble himſelf; their power ought to be 


abſolute, unqueſtioned, and undivided. 
The ſun is his glorious repreſentative in 
the heavens; and monarchs are his re- 


preſentatives and mirrors upon earth, in 


whom he is pleaſed to behold the reflec- 


tion of his own majeſty. 


Accordingly we find, that the monarchs 


over his choſen people, were of his ſpecial 


appointment; and that their perſons were 
rendered ſacred and awtully inviolable, by 
unction, or the ſhedding of hallowed oil 
upon them, Many miſcarriages and woful 
defaults are recorded of Saul, as a man; 


yet, as a king, he was held perfect i in the 


eyes of his people, What an unheſitating 
obedience, what a ſpeechleſs ſubmiſſion 


do they pay to all his beheſts! Though 


he maſſacred their whole prieſthood, to 
a man, in one day, yet no murmur was 
heard; no one dared to wag a tongue, 


and much leſs to lift a finger againſt the 


Lord's anginted, 
I own to you, Sir, that this laſt argu- 
ment ſtaggered me; ſuch an expreſs au- 
thority 
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thority of the ſacred writings put me 
wholly to ſilence. Say then, my deareſt 
father, give me the benefit of your en- 
lightening ſentiments on this head ; that 
I may know, on all occaſions, to give, to 
all men, an account of the political faith 
that is in me. 

It is extremely furprifings rejoined Mr. 
Fenton, that all our lay and ecclefiaſtical 
champions for arbitrary power, who have 

Taiſed ſuch a duſt, and kept ſuch a coil 
abaut the divine, hereditary, and indefea- 
| ſible right of kings, and the unconditional 
duty of paſſive obedience in the ſubject; 
have founded their whole pile of argu— 
ment and oratory, on the DIVINE APPOIN T- 
MENT of the regal government of the 
Jews, as the perfect model and enſample, 
whereby all other (ſtates are, in like man- 
ner, required to form their reſpective 
governments. 

Now, if theſe champions had engaged 
on the oppoſite ſide of the queſtion, and 
had undertaken the argument againſt 
arbitrary power; they could not have done 
it more effectually, more concluſively, 
more unanſwerably, than by ſhewing that 
ARBITRARY POWER was the very EVIL ſo 
diſpleaſing to the nature of God, that 
he exhibited his omnipotence in a ſeries _ 
of public and aſtoniſhing wonders, in 

order 
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order to deliver this very people from the 
grievance thereof; and, more eſpecially, 
to proclaim to all nations and ages the 
deteſtation in which his ETERNAL JUSTICE 
holds all lawleſs diſpenſations, all acts of 
SOVEREIGN POWER that are not acts of 
PROTECTION. 

Could theſe champions, again, have 
better enforced the argument againſt Arbi- 


trary Power, than by ſhewing that this 


people, ſo miraculouſly enfranchiſed, but 
now fat and wantonly kicking under the 


? indulgence of their God, had taken a loath- 


ing to the righteouſneſs of the diſpenſa— 
tions of their deliverer, ** had rejected 
him,“ as he affirms, © from reigning 
ce over them;“ and had required a Kinc, 
like to the kings of the neighbouring ra- 
tions? the very Evil from which God had 
redeemed their forefathers ! 

Could theſe champions, further, have 
better demonſtrated the mileries, the 1ni- 
quities, the abominations of ſuch a go- 
verament, than by reciting the expoſtula- 
tions, the tender and carneſt re monſtrances 
of God himſelf, on the ſufferings that 
the rebels were about to bring upon 
themſelves from the enormities of an 
arbitrary and unlimited ſovereignty ! 
And, laſtly, could they have better re- 


commended, to the free and the virtuous, 


10 
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to ſtand out, to the death, againſt arbitrary 
oppreſſion, than by ſhewing the obſtinacy 
of theſe apoſtate Jews, when they anſwer- 


ed to the compaſſionating expoſtulations 


of their God « Nay, but we will 
„e have a King, like all the nations, to 
rule over us.” 

Nothing, my Harry, can be more unac- 
countable, more aſtoniſhing, than the per- 
verſeneſs of that tif-necked nation. 

They daily drank the bittereſt dregs 
of flavery; they had been galled by 
double chains; and had groaned under an 
unprecedented tyranny "and oppreſſion. 
They cried out to their God, and he mira- 
culouſly delivered them from the land of 
their miſery and from the houſe of their 
bondage. Yet, on the firſt cravings of ap- 


petite, theſe ſoul ſenſualized wretches de- 
ſired to be returned to their chains and 
their fleſn-· pots; and longed to groan and 


gormandiſe in their old ſty. 

Hereupon God gave them fleſh and 
bread to the full; and he brought them 
into a land“ flowing with milk and honey,” 
and abounding with all the good things of 


this life. He made them a free and ſove- 


reign people; diſcomfited their enemies 
before them; and informed their judges 
with his own ſpirit, for the diſpenſation 
of righteouſneſs; inſomuch that “ every 

man 
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« man ſat under his own vine, and did 

« what was right in his own eyes.“ And 

yet, they laſciviouſly petitioned to be {ub- 

jected to a ſtate of ABSOLUTE DESPOTISM; 

and this, for no aſſigned reaſon, fave be- 

cauſe it was the faſhion; ** Make us a 

. bee to judge us, like to all the nations | 

around ds.“ 
Here God, in the ſame act, approves Js 


( 

| 0 
attributes of mercy and reluctant juſtice 6 

to his erring creatures, He puniſhes their 

rebellion, by no greater a ſeverity than the 

grant of their requeſt, 6 


„ And the Lord ſaid unto Samuel, 6 
«© hearken unto the voice of the people in 
« all that they ſay unto thee; for they have 
6 not rejected thee, but they have reject- FF «: 
ed me, that I ſhould not reign over them. WU «+ 
«© Howbeit, proteſt ſolemnly unto them, | « 
« and ſhew them the manner of the king 
© that ſhall reign over them. 
.-- 56. Ang Samuel told all the words of the 
Lord unto the people that aſked of him 
a king. And he ſaid, this will be the 
manner of the king chat ſhall reign over 
you: 
« He will take your ſons and appoint 
& them for himſelf, for his chariots and to 
„ be his horſemen. And ſome ſhall run 
« before his chariots. And he will ap: 
« point him captains over thouſands, and 
e captains 


> * . 
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« captains over fifties, and will ſet them 


to ear his ground and to reap his har- 


% veſt. And he will take your daughters 
« to be confectioners, and cooks, and 
* bakers. And he will take your fields 
and your vineyards, and your olive 
yards, even the beſt of them. And he 
* will take your men ſervants and your 


* maid ſervants, and your goodlieſt young 
men, and your aſſes, and put them to 


his work, and ye ſhall be his ſervants, 


And ye {hall cry out in that day, be- 


% cauſe of your king which ye ſhall have 


«* choſen you; and the Lord will not 


« hear you in that day.“ 

** Nevertheleſs, the people refuſed to 
e ohey the voice of the Lord and of Sa- 
% muel; and they ſaid, Nay, but we 
« will have a king over us.” 

And now, Harry, what do you gather 


from all theſe ſacred authorities? I ga- 


ther, Sir, anſwered Harry, from the ex- 
preſs and repeated declarations of holy 
writ, that, whoever he be, whether ſove- 
reign or ſubject, who doth not wiſh that 
all men ſhould be limited or reſtrained 
from doing injury to any, is a rebel to 
the will of the Gop or BENEFICENCE, and 
an enemy to the WELL-BEING OF HUMAN=. 


KIND. 
You 


236 TRE FOOL or QUALITY. 


You have, exclaimed Mr. Fenton, you 


have, in a few words, ſpoke the whole 


of the matter. On what you have ſaid, 


hang all the law and the prophets, 


Again, my dear, continued Mr, Fen- 
ton, it is evident from the hiſtory, that the 
Jews themſclves, did not pay the ſmalleſt 

regard to the divine hereditary right of 
kingſhip. Both David and Solomon, the 
ſecond and third in ſucceſſion, were eita- 
bliſhed on the throne in direct contradic- 
tion to ſuch pretended right. And on the 
ſucceſſion of Rehoboam, the fourth king, 
ten of the twelve tribes repented of their 
ſubmiſſion to an arbitrary monarchy, and 
required the king to conſent to a limitation 
of his authority, and to enter into a con- 
tract with the people. 

And they ſpake unto Rehoboam, ſay- 
“ing, thy father made our yoke grievous: 
% now therefore make thou the grievous 
“ ſervice of thy father and his heavy 
* yoke, which he put upon us, lighter, 
„ and we will ſerve thee.” 

But when Rehoboam, by the advice of 
his {leek-headed miniſtry, refuſed to cove- 
nant with the people, the ten tribes cried 
out, © What portion have we in David! 
* neither have we inheritance in the ſon 


*-of Jeſſe; to your tents, O Iſrael!” And 
thus 
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thus the ten tribes revolted from the arbi- 


trary domination of the houſes of Saul and 
David. For, as the ſacred text ſays, © THe 
* CAUSE WAS FROM THE LORD.“ 


Now, when theſe ten tribes ſent and 
called Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, and 


made him king over [ſrael; it is moſt evi- 
dent, that they obliged him to limit the 
regal authority, and to covenant with them 
for the reſtoration and re-eſtabliſhment of 
their popular rights, For, in the ſixth 
ſucceſſion, when Ahab fat upon the throne, 
the regal prerogative had not, yet, ſo far 
uſurped on the conſtitutional rights of the 
people, as to entitle Ahab to deprive his 
ſubjects even of a garden for herbs. 

« And Ahab aid unto Naboth, give me 
thy vineyard, that I may have it for a 
garden of herbs, becauſe it is near unto 
my houſe; and I will give thee for it a 
better vineyard ; or if it ſeems good to 
thee, I will give thee the worth of it in 


(Cc 


money. But, Naboth ſaid to Ahab, the 


Lord forbid that | ſhould give the inheri- 
tance of my fathers unto thee. So Ahab 
came into his houle heavy diſpleaſed, 
becauſe Naboth had ſaid I will not give 
to thee the inheritance of my fathers : 
and he laid him down upon his bed, 


cat no bread,” 


and turned away his tace, and would 


Here 


— owes 
en 
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Here we ſee that the people of Iſrael 
had ſo far recovered their originally inhe- 
rent and hereditary rights, that the regal 
eſtate had not the privilege of wreſting, 
from any ſubject, ſo much as an herb 
urges 3 


This was a mortifying circumſtance to 


royal elevation; but power is ſeldom un- 
fruitful of expedients. A method was 
found of rending away Naboth's property 
(without his conſent) UNDER cor ROF THE 
LAW TO WHICH HE HAD CONSENTED. He 
was falſely impeached, and forfeited his 
life and inheritance together. But God, 
by the ſignal puniſhment which he 1n- 
ficted, for this breach on the natural 
rights of his people, evinced to the world, 


how dear they are in the eye of ETERNAL | 


JUSTICE. 
How deplorable then, my Harry, 1s 
the ſuppreſſion of theſe rights, now nearly 


univerſal throughout the earth! But when 


people, from their infancy, and from ge- 
neration to generation, have been habl- 
tated to bondage, oppreſſion, and ſub- 
miſſion; without any tradition or memo- 
rial delivered down to them, of a happier 
or more equitable manner of life; they 
are accuſtomed to look on themſelves, 
their poſeſhons, and their progeny, as 
the rightful property of their rulers, to be 


diſpoſed 


— — — ET 
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diſpoſed of at pleaſure; and they no more 
regret the want of Liberty that they 


never knew, than the blind-born regret 


the want of the light of the fun. 

Before I give you this paper that I ave 
in my hand, this epitome or picture in 
miniature of the incomparable beauties 
of the Britanic conſtitution, it may be re- 
quiſite to premiſe a few matters. 


Travellers, when they ſurvey a grand 


Egyptian pyramid, are apt to inquire by 


whom the ſtupendous pile was erected, 


and how long it hath ſtood the aſſaults of 
time. But, when nothing of this can be 
developed, imagination runs back through 
antiquity, without bounds; and thence 
contemplates an object, with peculiar ve- 
neration, that appears as it were to have 
had no beginning. 

Such a ſtructure is the conſtitution of 
Great Britain! No records diſcover when 
it had a commencement ; neither can any 
annals ſpecify the time at which it was 
not. 


William the 1 above ſeven hun- 


dred years ago, on his entering into the 


Original Contract with the people, en- 
gaged to govern them according to the 
bon g er approbate antiquæ regni Leges, the 
good well approved and ancient laws 5 
ene 
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the kingdom; this conſtitution was, there- 
fore, ancient, even in ancient times. 


More than eighteen hundred years are 
now elapſed ſince Julius Cæſar, in the ſixth 
book of his commentaries, bore teſti-, 


mony as well to the antiquity as exce]- 
lency of the ſyſtem of the laws of Bri- 
tain, He tells us, that the venerable or- 
der of the Druids, who then adminiſtered 
juſtice throughout Gaul, derived their 
ſyſtem of government from Britain; and 
that 1t was cuſtomary for thoſe who were 
deſirous of being verſed in the ſaid ancient 
inſtitutions, to go over to Britain for that 
purpoſe. 

_Cwfar ſeems to recommend, while he 
ſpecifies, one of the laws that was then pe- 
cular to the conſtitution of Britain. He 
teils you, that, if a woman was ſuſpected 
of the death of her huſband, ſhe was 
queſtioned thereupon with ſeverity „by her 
„ neighbours,” and that, if ſte was found 
ouilty, ſhe was tied alive to a ſtake and 
burned to death. The very trial utcd in 
Britain,“ by a jury of neighbours,” to this 
day. 

It is, hence, very obvious, that our 
Gothic anceſtors either adopted what they 
judged excellent in the Britiſh conſtitu. 
tion, or rather ſuperadded what was 
deemed to be excellent in their own. 

5 The 
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The people who went under the gene- 
ral name of Goths, were of many different 
nations, who, from the Northern, poured 
down on the more Southern parts of Eu- 
rope. 

Their kings were, originally, chiefs 
or generals, appointed to lead voluntary: 
armies, or colonies, for the forming of 
new ſettlements in foreign lands; and 
they were followed by a free and indepen- 
dent multitude, who had previouſly ſtipu- 
Jated that they ſhould ſhare and enjoy the 
poſſeſſions which their valour ſhould con- 

ner. 

L Next to the general, in order, the. 
officers or principal men of the army were 
attended, on ſuch expeditions, by their 
kinsfolk, friends, and dependents, who 
choſe to attach themſelves to their perſons 
and fortunes, reſpectively; and ſuch at- 
tachments gave theſe officers great power 
and conſideration. 

On their conqueſt or ſeizure of any 
tract of country, a certain portion there- 
of was allotted to the gencral, for the 
maintenance of his perſon and houſehold. 
The general then divided the remainder. 
among his officers, ro hold of him, in 
ef, at the certain ſervice of fo many 
horſe or foot, well armed and provided, 
&c. and proportioned to the value and 
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extent of the land aſſigned. And the 
ſard officers, again, parcelled out the 


greateſt part of the faid poſſeſſions, among 
=o reſpective followers, to hold of them 


ſelves, in like manner and ſervice as they 
held of their general. 
On the conqueſt of a country, they 
ſeldom chofe to exterminate the natives 
or old inhabitants, but allotted to them 


alſo ſeparate remnants of the land; and 


admitted them to the common and equal 
participation of ſuch laws or uſages, as 
they brought from their own country, or 
6 9 
Independent of the military ſervices 
above reſerved, the prince or chicf, fur- 
ther, reſerved the civil ſervice or perſonal 
attendance of his feudatory officers, at 
certain times and for certain terms, at 


His general or national court. This court 


was compoſed of three eſtates, the prince, 
the nobles, and fuch of the prieſthood, 
whether pagan or chriſtian, as held in 
fief from the prince; and from this Na- 
TIONAL COUNCIL OUr PARLIAMENT took its 
mm __- 755 
The feudal officers alſo, on their part, 
reſerved the like ſervice and perſonal at- 
tendance, of their proper tenants and 
vaſſals, at their re ſpective courts of judica- 
ture. And for as much as, in ſuch-couurts, 
no 
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no civil or criminal ſentence could take 
place, till the voice of the judge was af- . 
firmed by the court, which conſiſted of 
ſuch as were peers, or equals to the party 
accuſed ; from thence we derive our few 
ancient, and ſacred inftitution of juries. 
If we look back upon one of thoſe fief 
or feudal kings, ſeated high on his throne, __ 
and encircled with all the enfigis of roy- 
alty ; when we find him intitled the ſole 
Proprietor of all the lands within his do- 
minions ; when we hear his ſubjects ac- 
knowledge that he, alone, 1s the fountain 
from whence are derived all poſſeſſions, 
rights, titles, diſtinctions, and dignities; 
when we ſee his moſt potent prefects and 
nobles, with lifted hands and bended 
knees, ſwearing fealty at his feet; who 
would not take him for an arbitrary and 
moſt abſolute prince? 

Such a judgmen”, however, would have 
been very premature. No prince could be 
more limited. He had not the licence of 
doing hurt to the perſon or property of 
the meaneſt vaſſal throughout his domi- 
nions. But, was he the Jeſs powerful, 
think you, for being leſs abſolute ? quite 
the contrary, While he ated within the 
ſphere of his compact with the people, 
he ated in all the perſons and powers of 
the people. Though preſcribed, with reſpect 
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to evil, the extent of his beneficence was 
wholly unconfined. He was not dreaded 
indeed, but, on that account, he was the 
more revered and beloved by his ſubjects. 
He was a part of themſelves; the principal 
member of their body. In him they be- 
held, with delight, their own dignity and 
ſtren gth io gloriouſly repreſented ; and, 
by . the proprietor of all their hearts, 
he became the maſter of all their hands. 

O, exclaimed Harry, who would wiſh, 
after this, to be unreſtrained from any 
kind of evil? how frightful, how deteſtable 
is that power, which is not exerciſed in 

acts of benevolence alone! and all, who 
pleaſe, may be infinite in the ſtretch of a 
good will. 

True, my dear, ſaid Mr. Fenton 
I have now, continued he, given you the 
rough and unformed rudiments of our Bri- 
tannic conſtitution. And here, I deliver to 
you my little model of the finiſhed con- 
ſtruction thereof, as it now ſtands on the 
revolution Juſt atchieved by his preſent 

1 glorious majeſty king William. 
Your reading has informed you, and 
may further inform you, of the ſeveral ſteps 
and ſtruggles, whereby this great buſineſs 
was finally effected. It was not ſuddenly 
brought to paſs; it was the work of many 
ages; while Britain, like Antæus, though 
often 
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ofterr defeated, roſe more vigorous and re- 


inforced from every foil. Of times long 


paſſed, what ſtupendous characters what 
ſacred names! what watchful councils ! 


what bloody effuſions ! what a people of 


heroes! what ſenates of ſages! How hath 


the invention of nature been ſtretched, 
how have the veins of the valiant been ex- 


hauſted, to form, ſupport, reform, and 
bring to maturity, this unexampled conſti- 
tution, this coaleſcence and grand effort of 
every human virtue, BRITISH LIBERTY 


Here follows Mr. Fenton's ſhort ſyſtem 


of the beauties and benefits of our con- 
ſtitution. But, if the reader loves amuſe- 
ment, preferable to inſtruction; he is at 


liberty to paſs it over, and proceed in the 
ſtory. ] 


eee le M e 
The REGAL ESTATE. 


HE king, in the conſtitution of 


Great Britain, is more properly the 


king of, than a king over the people, 
united to them, one of them, and contain- 
ed in them. At the fame time that he 1s 
acknowledged the head of their body, he 
is their principal ſervant or minilter, being 
the deputee of their executive power. 


M32 His 
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His claim to the throne is not a claim, 
as of ſome matter of property or perſonal 
right; he doth not claim but is claimed 
by the people in their parliament; and he 
is claimed or called upon, not to the inveſ- 
titure of poſſeſſions, but the performance of 
duties. He 1s called upon to govern the 
people according to the laws by which 
they themſelves have conſented to be go- 


verned; to cauſe juſtice and mercy to * 


diſpenſed throughout the realm; and, 
his utmoſt, to execute, protect, and main- 
tain the laws of the goſpel of God, and 
the rights and liberties of all the people 
without diſtinction: and this he ſwears 
on the goſpel of God to perform. And 
thus, as all others owe allegiance to the 
king, THE KING HIMSELF OW ETH ALLE- 
GIANCE TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

The exiſtence of a king, as one of the 
three eſtates, is immutable, indiſpenſible, 
and indefeaſible: the conſtitution cannot 
ſubſiſt without a king. But then, his per- 
ſonal claim of poſſeſſion, and of hereditary 
ſucceſſion to the throne, is, in ſeveral in- 
ſtances, precarious and defeaſible: as, in 
caſe of any natural incapacity to govern; 
or of an open avowal of principles incom- 
patible with the conſtitution z or in caſe 
of overt- acts demonſtrative of ſuch princi- 
ples; or of any attempt to ſap, or over- 

throw 
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throw a fundamental part of that ſyſtem, 
which he was called in, and conſtituted, 
and has ſworn to maintain: 

Though the claim of all kings to the 
throne of Great Britain, is a limited and 
defeafible claim; yet the world can af- 


ford no rival, in power or glory, to a 


CONSTITUTIONAL SOVEREIGN of theſe free 
dominions. 


For the honour of their o own a body, they 


have inveſted this their head with all poſſi- 


ble illuſtration : he concentrates the rays 
of many nations. They have clothed him 


in royal robes, and circled his head with 
a diadem, and enthroned him on high; 


and they bow down before the mirror. of 
their own majeſty. 


Neither are his the mere 40 8 6 or ex- 


ternal ſhows of regency : he is inveſted 
alſo with powers, much more real than if 


they were abſolute. 


There are three capital prerogatives, 


with which the king is entruſted, which, 
at firſt ſight, appear of fearful and danger- 
ous tendency ; „ and which muſt infallibly 
and quickly end in arbitrary dominion, if 
they were not counterpoiled and counter» 
acted, 

His, principal prerogative is to make 
war or peace, as allo treaties, leagues, 
and alliances with foreign potentates. 
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His ſecond prerogative is to nominate 
and appoint all miniſters and ſervants of 
ſtate, all judges and adminiſtrators of 
- allies, and all officers, civil or military, 
throughout theſe realms. 

His third capital prerogative is, that he 
ſhould have the whole executive power of 


the government of theſe nations, by his 


ſaid miniſters and officers, both civil and 
military. 

I might here alſo have added a fourth 
prerogative, which mult have been capi- 
tally everſive of the conſtitution, had it not 
been limited in the original truſt; I mean 
a power of granting pardon to criminals. 
Had this power been unreſtrained, all ob- 
ligations to juſtice might be abſolyed at the 
king's pleaſure, An evil king might even 
encourage the breach of law : he muſt, 
unqueſtionably, have diſpenſed with all 
illicit acts that were perpetrated by his 
own orders; and this aſſurance of pardon 
mult, as unqueſtionably, have encouraged 
'all his miniſters and officers to execute his 
will, as the only rule of their obedience, 

But God, and our glorious anceſtors be 

praiſed ! he is reſtrained from protecting 
his beſt beloved miniſters, when they have 
effected or even imagined the damage of 
the conſtitution. He is alſo limited in ap- 
peals brought by the ſubje for murder 

or 
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or robbery. But, on indictments: in his 
own name, for offences againſt his proper 


perſon and government, ſuch as rebellion, 


inſurrection, riot, and breaches of the 
peace by murder, maim, or robbery, &c. 


here he is at liberty to extend the arm of 


his mercy ; foraſmuch as there are many 
caſes fo circumſtanced, fo admiſſive of pi- 


tiable and palliating conſiderations, that 


ſummum jus, or ſtrict juſtice, might prove 


ſumma injuria, or extreme injuſtice. 


All pardonable offences are diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the title of © crimina læſæ majet- 


„ tatis—ſins againſt the king :” all un- 
pardonable offences are diſtinguiſhed by 


the title of *©* crimina læſæ libertatis 
ſins againſt the conſtitution.” In the 
firſt caſe, the injury is preſumed to ex- 
tend no further than to one or a few in- 
dividuals; in the ſecond, it is charged as 


a fin againſt the public, againſt the col- 
eive body of the whole people. Of 
the latter kind are nuiſances that may en- 
danger the lives of travellers on the high- 
way; but, more capitally, any imagina- 


tion, proved by overt-act or evil advice, 


trending to change the nature or form of 


any one of the three eſtates; or tending 
to veſt the government, or the admini- 
{tration thereof, in any one, or any two 
of the ſaid eſtates, independent of the 
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other; or tending to raſe ſtanding armies, 


or to continue them in time of peace 
without the conſent of parliament z or 
tending to give. any foreign ſtate an ad- 
vantage over theſe realms of; {ea or by 
land, &e. 

The king hath, alſo, anvexed to his 4 
nity many further very important powers 
and prerogatives; though they do not ſo 


intimately interfere with the conſtitution, 


as the capital prerogatives above recited. 
He is firſt conſidered as the original 
proprietor of all the lands in theſe king- 
doms; and he founds this claim, as well 
on the conqueſt by William the Norman, 
as by the limited kings or leaders of our 
Gothic anceſtors. 
Hence it comes to paſs that all lands, 


to which no fubject can prove a title, are 


ſuppoſed to be in their original owner; and 
are therefore, by the conſtitution, veſted 
in the crown. On the ſame principle, 


alſo, the king is entitled to the lands of 


all perſons who die without heirs; as alſo 
to the poſſeſſions of all who are convicted 
of crimes ſubverſiuve of the conſtitution or 
 Public-weal, 

His perſon, while he is king or incluſive 
of the firſt eſtate, is conſtitutionally ſacred, 
and exempted from all acts of violence or 
conſtraint. As one of the eſtates, allo, he 
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is conſtituted a corporation, and his Teſte- 
Meipſo, or written teſtimony, amounts to 
a matter of record, He alſo exercifes, at 
preſent, the independent province of fup- 
plying members to the ſecond eſtate, by a 
new creation; a very large acceffion to his 
original powers. Biſhops alſo are now ap- 
pointed and nominated by the king, ano- 
ther conſiderable addition to the royal 
prerogative, His is the ſole prerogative 
to coin or impreſs money, and to ſpecify, 
change, or determine the current valug 
thereof ; and for this purpoſe he 1s ſup- 
poſed to have reſerved, from his original 
grants of lands, a property in mines of 
gold and filver, which are therefore called 
royalties. - „„ 6-8 
As he is one of the three conſtitutional. 
eſtates, no action can lie againſt him in 
any court; neither can he be barred of 
his title by length of time or entry, And. 
theſe illuſtrations of his dignity caſt rays 
of anſwerable privileges on his royal con- 
ſort, heir apparent, and eldeſt daughs- 
ter. e 
The king hath alſo ſome other inferior 
and conditional powers, ſuch as of inſtitu- 
ting fairs and markets; and of iſſuing pa- 
tents for ſpecial or perſonal purpoles, pro-. 
vided they ſhall not be found to infringe 
on the rights of others. He is alſo en- 
M 6 truſted 
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truſted with the guardianſhip of the per- 
ſons and poſſeſſions of idots and lunatics, 
without account. 

I leave his majeſty's prerogative of a 
negative voice in the legiſlature; as alſo 
his prerogative (or rather duty) frequently 
to call the two other eſtates to parliament, 
and duly to continue, prorogue, and diſ- 
ſolve the ſame; till I come to ſpeak of the 
three eſtates, when in ſuch parliament 

aſſembled. 
Niere then we find, that a king of Great 
Britain is, conſtitutionally, inveſted with 
every power that can poſſibly be exerted 
in as of bencficence. And that, while 
be continues to. move within the ſphere of 

is benign appointment, he continues to 
be conſtituted the moſt worthy, moſt might- 
ty, and moſt glorious repreſentative of 
Omnipotence upon earth. 

In treating of the ſecond. and third e- 
ſtate, I come naturally to conſider what 
thoſe reſtraints are, which, while they are 
preſerved inviolate, have fo happy. a ten- 
dency to the mutual proſperity of prince 
and people. 


The 
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The ARIS TOCRATIC AL, or 


SECOND ESTATE. 


HE Nobility or ſecond eſtate, in 
the conſtitution of Great Britain, is 
originally repreſentative. The members 
were ennobled by tenure, and not by wric 
or patent; and they were holden in ſer- 


vice, to the crown and kingdom, for the 


reſpective provinces, counties, or baronies, 
whoſe name they bore, and which they re- 
preſented. wy | 


A title to be a member of this ſecond 


eſtate, was from the beginning hereditary : 
the king could not, anciently, either create 
er deteat a title to nobility. T heir titles 
were not forfeitable, ſave by the judg- 
ments of their peers upon legal trial; and 


when any were ſo deprived, or happened 


to die without heirs, the ſucceſſion was. 


deemed too important to be otherwiſe fill- 


ed, than by the- concurrence of the three 
eſtates, by the joint and ſolemn act of 
the ParRLIaMENT, or COMMUNE CoNnci- 
LIUM REGNI, ge 
Theſe truths. are atteſted by many an- 


_ cient records and parliamentary acts. And, 


although this moſt highly ennobling cuſ- 
tom was, at particular times, infringed 
by particular tyrants; it was inviolably 

L _ adhered 
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adhered to by the beſt of our Engliſh 
kings; and was obſerved even by the wort, 
excepting a few inſtances, till the reign 
of Henry VII. who wiſhed to give conle- 
quence to the third eſtate, by deduct- 


ing from the honours and e, of che 
ſecond. 9 


In truth, it is not to be 00 aber 5 


any kings, who were ambitious of extend- 
ing their own power, ſhould wiſh to break 
and weaken that of the nobility, who had 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves, by ſo many glo- 
rious ſtands, for the maintenance of hberty. 
and the conſtitution, more particularly 
during the reigns of John, Henry III. the 
ſecond Edward, and ſecond Richard. 
Till Harry VII. the nobles were look- 
ed upon as ſo many pillars whereon' the 
people reſted their rights. Accordingly 
we find that, in the coalition or grand 
compact between John and the collective 
body of the nation, the king and people 
jointly agree to confide, to © nobles, the 
ſuperintendance of the execution of the 
great charter, with authority to them, and 
their ſucceſſors, to enforce the due per- 
formance of the covenants therein com- 
priſed. 
What an illuſtrating diſtinction muſt it 
have been, when patriot excellence alone 
(approved before the e in the field 
or 


Taz FOOL or QUALITY. 255 
or the couneil) could give a claim to no- 
bility, and compel, as it were, the united 
eſtates of king, lords, and commons, to 
call a man up to the ſecond ſeat in the 
government and ſteerage of the nation. 

Such a preference muſt have proved an 
unremitting incitement to the cultivation 
and exerciſe of every virtue; and to ſuch 
exertions, atchievements, and acts of pub- 
lic beneficence, as ſhould draw a man forth 


to ſo ſhining a point of light, and ſer him 
like a gem in (ue gold of the conſtitu- 


tion. | 
Ihe crown did not, at once, aſſume the 
independent right of conferring nobility. 


Henry III. firſt omitted to call ſome of the 


barons to parliament who were perſonally 


obnox1ous to him, and he iſſued his writs: 
or written letters to ſome others who were: 
not barons, but from whom he expected” 


greater conformity to arbitrary meaſures. 


Theſe writs, however, did not ennoble the 
party till he was admitted, by the ſecond 
eſtare, to a ſeat in parliament z. neither 


was ſuch nobility, by writ, hereditary. 

Jo ſupply thele defects, the arbitrary. 
miniſtry of Richard II. invented the me- 
thod of ennobling by letters patent, at 
the king's pleaſure, whether for years, or 


for lite, or in ſpecial or general tail, or 


in tee- ſimple to a man and bis heirs at 
- " Jarge: 


—— IeTerT —— „„ — — 
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large. This prerogative, however, was 
_ thereafter, in many inſtances, declined and 
diſcontinued, more particularly by the 
conſtitutional king Harry the Vth, till 
meeting with no oppoſition from the 
other two eſtates, it has ſucceſſively de- 
ſcended, from Henry VII. on nine crowned 
heads, through a preſcription of near a 
century and a half. 

Next to the king, the people have al- 
lowed, to their peerace, ſeveral privileges 
of the moſt uncommon and illuſtrious diſ- 


tinction. Their chriſtian names, and the 


names that defrended to them from their | 
anceſtors, are abſorbed by the name from 
whence they take their title of honour, 
and by this they make their ſignature in 
all Jetters and deeds, Every temporal 
peer of the realm is deemed a kinſman 
to the crown. Their depoſition on their 
honour is admitted in place of their oath, 
fave where they perſonally preſent them- 
ſelves as witneſſes of facts; and ſaving 
their oaths of allegiance, ſupremacy, and 
abjuration. Their perſons are at all times 
exempted from arreſts, except in criminal 
caſes. A defamation of their character 
is highly puniſhable, however true the 
facts may be and deſerving of cenſure. 
During ſeſſion of parliament, all actions 


and ſuits ay law againſt peers are ſuſpend- 
ed. 
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ed. In preſentments or inditments by 
grand juries, and on impeachments by the 
houſe of commons, peers are to be tried 
by their peers alone; for, in all criminal 
caſes, they are privileged from the juriſ- 
diction of inferior courts, excepting on 
_ appeals for murder or robbery. Peers 
are alſo exempted from ſerving on in- 
queſts. And, in all civil caſes, where 
a peer is plaintiff, there muſt be two or 
more knights impannelled on the jury. | 

The biſhops, or ſpiritual lords, have 
privilege of parliament, but have not the 
above privileges of perſonal nobility. In 
all criminal caſes, ſaving attainder and 
impeachment, they are to be tried by a 
| petit-jury. Moreover, biſhops do not vote, 
in the houſe of lords, on the trial of any 
perſon for a capital crime. 
All the temporal and ſpiritual nobles 
that compoſe the houſe of lords, however 
different in their titles and degrees of 
nobility, are called peers (pares) or equals; 
becauſe their voices are admitted as of 
equal valve, and that the vote of a biſhop 
or baron ſhall be equivalent to that of an 

archbiſhop or duke. 

The capital privilege (or race prero- 
gative) of the houſe of peers conſiſts in 
their being the ſupreme court of judica- 
ture, to whom the final deciſion of all 

civil 
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civil cauſes are confided and referred, if 
the laſt reſort. 

This conftitutiona] privilege is a weighty 
counterpoiſe to his majeſty” s ſecond prero- 
gative of appointing the adminiſtrators of 
Juſtice throughout the nation; foraſmuch 
as judges (who are immediately under the 
influence of the crown) are yet intimidated 
from infringing, by any' ſentence, on the 
laws or conſtitution of theſe realms, while 
a judgment, fo tightly ſupetior to thetr 
_ own, impends, 

The ſecond great peieilege of the oe 
of peers conſiſts, in their having the ſole 
judicature of all impeachments commen- 
ced and proſecuted by the commons, And 
this, again, is a very weighty counte 
to his majeſty? sb third prerogative © ae 
executive government of theſe nations by 
his miniſters, ſinee no miniſter ean be ſo 
great, as not juſtly to dreadthe coming un- 
dera judgment, from whieh'the mighrinefs 
of his royal maſter cannet protect him. 

The third capital privilege of the houſe 
of peers ſubſiſts in their ſhare, or partieu- 
lar department of rights, in the . om 
ture. This extends to the framing of any 
bills, ar their pleaſure, for the purpofes of 
good government; faving always to the 
commons their incommunicable right of 
n taxes or ſubſidies to be levied 

on 
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on their conſtituents, But, on ſuch bills, 


as on all others, the houſe of lords have 


a negative; a happy counterpoiſe to the 
power both of king and commons, ſhould | 


demands on the one part, or bounties 
on the other, exceed what is requiſite. 

The change of the ancient Modus, in 
conferring nobility, has not hitherto, as 


I truſt, been of any conſiderable detriment 
to the weal of the people. But, ſhould 


ſome future majeſty, or rather ſome future 


miniſtry, entitle folk to a voice in the 
ſecond eſtate, on any conſideration, ſave 
that of eminent virtue and patriot- ſervice; 
might it be poſſible that ſuch miniſters 
ſhould take a further ſtride, and confer no- 
bility for actions deſerving of infamy; 


ſhould they even covenant to grant ſuch 
honours. and dignities, in lieu of ſervices 
ſubverſive of the conſtitution ; a majority 
of ſuch a peerage mult either prove too 
light to effect any public benefit, or 


heavy enough to effect the public per- 
dition, 
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KOOL MONO . K...... M . .. 


The DEMOCRATICAL, or 
THIRD ESTATE. 


HE ErrcTiown of commoners, to be 

immediate truſtees and apt repre- 
ſentatives of the people in parliament, 
is the hereditary and indefeaſible privilege 
of the people. It is the privilege which 
they accepted and which they retain, in 
exchange of their original inherent and 
hereditary right of ſitting with the king 
and peers IN PERSON, for the guardian- 
ſhip of their own liberties and the inſtitu- 
tion of their own laws. 

Such repreſentatives, therefore, can ne- 
ver have it in their power to give, delegate, 
or extingiuſh the whole or any part of the 
people's inſeparable and unextinguiſhable 
ſhare 1n the legiſlative power ; neither to 
1mpart the ſame to any one of the other 
eſtates, or to any perſons or perſon what- 
ever, either in or out of parliament. 
W here plenipotentiaries take upon them to 
aboliſh the authority of their principals; 
or where any ſecondary agents aitempt to 
defeat the power of their primaries ; ſuch 
agents and plenipotentarics defeat their 


_ own commiſſion, and all the poweis of 
the 
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the truſt neceſſarily revert to the con- 
ſtituents. 

The perſons of theſe temporary truſ- 
tees of the people, during their ſeſſion, 
and for fourtcen days before and after 
every meeting, adjournment, prorogation, 
and diſſolution of parliament, are equally 
exempted, with the perſons of peers, from . 
arreſts and dureſs of every ſort, 

T hey are alſo, during A no ſeſnon, to 
have ready acceſs to the king or houſe of 
lords, and to addreſs or conter with chem 
on all occaſions. 

No member of the houſe of commons, 

I no more than of the houſe of peers, ſhall. 
I iuffer, or be queſtioned, or compelled to 
witneſs or anſwer, in any court or place 
- | whatloever, touching any thing ſaid or done 
„by himfelf or others in parliament; in 
e Þ| order that perfect freedom of ſpeech and 
e action may leave nothing undone for the 
o public weal. 
er They have alſo, during ſon, a an equal 
t- power wich the houſe of lords, to puniſh 
t. any who ſhall preſume to traduce their 
ro dignity, or detract from the rights or pri- 
s J vileges of any member of the houſe, 
to The commons form a court of judica— 
ch ture, diſtinct from the judicature of the 
eir houſe of lords. Theirs is the peculiar 
of privilege to try and adjudge the legality of 


the the 
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the election of their own members. They 


may fine and confine their own members, 
as well as others, for delinquency or 
_ offence againſt the honour of their houſe. 
Bur, in all other matters of judicature, 
they are merely a court of inquiſition and 


preſentment, and not a tribunal of defini- 


tive judgment. 

In this reſpect, however, they are ex- 
tremely formidable. They conſtitute the 
Grand Inqueſt of the nation ; for which 
great and good purpoſe they are ſuppoſed 
to be perfectly qualified by a perfonal 
knowledge of what hath been tranſacted, 
throughout the ſeveral ſhires, cities, and 
boroughs, from whence they aſſemble and 
which they repreſent. 

Over and above their inquiry into all 
public gnevances, wicked miniſters, tranſ- 
grelling magiſtrates, corrupt judges and juſ- 
ticiaries, who fell deny or delay juſtice ; 
evil counſellors of the crown, who attempt 
_ or deviſe the ſubverſion or alteration of any 
part of the conſtitution; with all ſuch over- 
grown malefactors as are deemed above 
the reach of inferior courts; come under 
the particular cognizance of the commons, 
to be by them impeached, and preſented 
tor trial at the bar of the houte of lords. 
And theſe inquiſitory and judicial powers 
of the two houles, from which no man 

under 


mM 


government. 
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under the crown can be exempted, are 
deemed a ſufficient allay and counterpoiſe 
to the whole executive power of che N 
by his miniſters. 

T he legiſlative department of 1 power 
of the commons is in all reſpects co- equal 
with that of the peers. They frame any 
bills at pleaſure tor the purpoſes of good 
They exerciſe a right, as 
the lords alſo do, to propoſe and bring in 
bills, for the amendment or repeal of 
old laws, as well as for the ordaining or 
inſtitution of new ones. And each houſe, 
alike, hath a negative on all bills that are 
framed and paſſed by the other. 

But the capital, the incommunicable, 
privilege of the houſe of commons, ariſes 
from that holy truſt which their conſti- 
tuents repoſe in them; whereby they are 
impowered to borrow from the people a 
imall portion of their property, in order 
to reſtore it, threefold, in the advantages 
of peace, equal government; and the en- 
couragement of trade, induſtry, and the 
manufactures. 

To impart any of this truſt, would be 
a breach of the eonſtitution; and even to 
abuſe it, would be a frlunious breach Of 
common honeſty, 

By this 1 1 yy incom- 
municable priyilege, the commons _ 

the 
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the ſole power over the money of the peo- 


ple; to grant or deny aids, according 


as they ſhall judge them either requiſite 
or unneceſſary to the public ſervice. 
Theirs is the province, and theirs alone, 
to inquire and judge of the ſeveral occaſi- 
ons for which ſuch aids may be required, 

and to meaſure and appropriate the ſums 
to their reſpective uſes. Theirs alſo is the 
ſole province of framing all bills or laws 
for the impoſing of any taxes, and of ap- 
pointing the means for levying the ſame 
upon the people. Neither may the firſt 
or ſecond eſtate, either king or peerage, 
propound or do any thing relating to theſe 
matters, that may any way interfere with 
the proceedings of the commons; ſave in 
their negative or aſſent to ſuch bills, when 
preſented to them, without addition, de- 
duction, or alteration of any kind. 


After ſuch-like aids and taxes have 


been levied and diſpoſed of, the commons 


have the further right of inquiring and 


examining into the application of ſaid aids; 


of ordering all accounts relative thereto to 
be laid before them; and of cenſuring the 


abuſe or miſapplication thereof. 


The royal aſſent to all other bills is ex- 
preſſed by the terms, Le roy le veu. 


« the king wills it:“ but, when the Com- 


mons preſent their bills of aid to his majeſty, 
it 
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t is anſwered, © Le roy remercier ſes loyal 
e ſujects et ainſi le veut—the king thanks 
<« his loyal ſubjects and fo willeth.” An 
expreſs acknowledgment, that the right of 
oranting or levying monies, for public 
purpoſes, lies ſolely, inherently, and in- 
communicably, in the people and their 
repreſentatives. 5 
This capital privilege of the Commons 
conſtitutes the grand counterpoiſe to the 
king's principal prerogative of making 
peace or war; for, how impotent mult a 
| warlike enterpriſe prove, without money, 
- | which makes the ſinews thereof! And 
thus the people and their repreſentatives 
2 || till retain in their hands the GRAND Mo- 
n | MENTUM of the conſtitution, and of all 
a | human affairs. 
1 Diftinguiſhed repreſentatives! Happy 
people] immutably happy, while wor - 
 Þ THILY REPRESENTED! 3 
„e As the fathers of the ſeveral families, 
as || throughout the kingdom, nearly and ten- 
ad | derly comprize and repreſent the perſons, 
1s; || Cares, and concerns, of their reſpective 
to Hhouſcholds; ſo theſe adopted fathers im- 
he Imediately repreſent, and intimately con- 
I centrate, the perſons and concerns of their 
ex- [[<!pective conſtituents, and in them the 
— collective body or ſum of the nation. 
m- And while thele fathers continue true to 
ty, Their adopting children, a ſingle ſtone can- 
It Vor. III, Ns not 
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not lapſe from the GREAT FABRIC OF THE: 
CONSTITUTION, 


$$$$$$$045$$$0$$+$ +++ 
The THREE ESTATES, in Pax- 


LLAMENT. 


LTH the King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, in parliament aſſembled, 
the people have depoſited their legiſlative 
or abſolute power, IN TRUST, for their 
whole body; the ſaid King, Lords, and 
Commons, when ſo aſſembled, being the 
great repreſentative of the whole nation, 
as if all the people were then convened in 
one general aſſembly.- 

As the inſtitution, repeal, and amend- 
ment of Jaws, together with the redreſs 
of public grievances and offences, are not 
within the capacity of any of the three 
eſtates, diſtinct from the others; the rre- 
' QUENT HOLDING OF PARLIAMENTS is the 

vital food, without which the conſtitu- 
tion cannot ſublſiſt. 13 

The three eſtates originally, when al- 
ſembled in parliamenr, ſat together conſult- 
ing in the open field. Accordingly at 
Running Mead, five hundred years ago, 
king John paſſed the great charter (as there- 
in is expreſſed) by the advice of the Lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, bv the advice of 

ſeveral 


ral 
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ſeveral Commoners (by name recited), e- 
aliorum fidelium, and of others his faithful 


people. And, in the twenty-firſt clauſe 


of the ſaid. charter, he covenants that, 


% for having the common council of the 


cs kingdom to aſſeſs aids, he will cauſe 


* the Lords ſpiritual and temporal to be 
* {ummoned by his writs; and moreover, 


that he will cauſe the principal Com- 


& moners, or thoſe who held from him 


in chief, to be generally ſummoned to 
„ ſaid parliaments by his ſheriffs and. 


„ bailiffs.“ 

In the ſaid aſſe mblies, however, the con- 
courſe became ſo great and diſorderly, and. 
the conteſts frequently ſo high between 


the ſeveral eſtates, in aſſertion of their 


reſpective prerogatives and privileges; that 


they judged it more expedient to lit apart, 


and ſeparately to exerciſe the offices of 
their reſpective departments. 
As there is no man or ſet of men, no 


claſs or corporation, no village or city, 


throughout the kingdom, that is not 


repreſented by he their delegates in 
parliament ;, this great body politic or re- 


preſentative of the nation conſiſts, like the. 
body natural, of a head and ſeveral mem- 
bers, which, being endowed with different. 
powers for the exerciſe of different offices, 
are yet connected by one mainand common. 
intoreſt, and actuated by ons LIFE or 

N 2 SPIRIT 
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SPIRIT OF PUBLIC REASON, called the 
| LAWS. 

In all ſteps of national import, the king 
is to be conducted by the direction of up 
parliament, his great national council; a 
council, on whom it is equally inert 
to conſult for the king with whom they 
are connected, and for the people by whom 
they are delegated, and whom they repre- 
ſent. Thus the king is, conſtitutionally, 

to be guided by the ſenſe of the parlia- 
ment; and the parliament alike is, con- 
ſtitutionally, to be guided by the general 
{enſe of the people. The two eſtates in 
parliament are the conſtituents of the 
king; and the people, mediately or imme- 
diately, are the conſtituents of the two 
eſtates in parliament. 

Now, while the three eſtates act diſ 
tinctly, within their reſpective depart- 
ments, they affect and are reciprocally af- 
fected by each other. This action and 
re- action produces that general and ſy ſte- 
matic controll which, like covscIENCxE, per- 
vades and ſuperintends the whole, check- 
ing and prohibiting evil from every part 
of the conſtitution. And, from this con- 
finement of every part to the rule of 
RIGHT REASON, ariſeth the great Law oF 
LIBERTY TO ALL. ED 
For inſtance : the king has the ſole 
| prerogative of making war, &c. or 
then 
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then the means are in the hands of the peo- 
ple and their repreſentatives. 


Again: to the king is committed the 
whole executive power. But then the mi- 


niſters of that power are accountable to a 
' tribunal, from which a criminal has no 


appeal or deliverance to look for. 
Again: to the king is committed the 
cognizance of all cauſes. But, ſhould his 


_ Judges or juſtieiaries pervert the rule of 
righteouſneſs, an inquiſition, impeachment, 
and trial impends, from whoſe judgment 


the judges cannot be exempted. 
Again: the king hath a negative upon 
all bills, whereby his own prerogatives are 


guarded from invaſion. But, ſhould he 


refuſe the royal aſſent to bills tending to 


the genera] good of the ſubject, the Com- | 
mons can allo withhold their bills of aſſeſſ. 


ment, or annex the rejected bills to their 


bill of aids; and they never failed to pals 5 
in ſuch agreeable company. 


Laſtly: to the king is committed the 
right of calling the two eſtates to parlia- 


ment. But, ſhoukd he refuſe fo to call 
them, ſuch a refuſal would be deemed © an 
e abdication of the conſtitution;” and no 


one need be told, at this day, that © an ab- 
4 dication of the conſtitution is AN aBD1- 


© CATION OF' THE THRONE, '*: 


Thus, while the king acts in conſent 


with:the parliament and his people, he 


13 
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is limitleſs, irreſiſtible, omnipotent upon 
earth; he is the free wielder of all the 
powers of a free and noble people, a king 
throned over all the kings of the children 
of men. Bur, ſhould he attempt to break 
bounds, ſhould he caſt for independence ; 
he finds himſelf hedged in and ftraitened 
on every (ide; he finds himſelf abandoned 
by all his powers, and juſtly left to a ſtate 
of utter impotence and ination. == 

Hence is imputed to the ſovereign head, 
in the conſtitution of Great Britain; the 
high and divine attribute, THE KING CAN 
DO NO WRONG ;. for hei is fo circumſcribed. 
from the poſſibility of tranſgreſſion, that 
no wrong can be permitted to any king 
in the conſtitution. 

While the king is lin comreuled by the 
lords and the commons; while the lords 
are thus controuled by the commons and 
the king; and while the commons are 
thus controuled by the other two eſtates, 
from attempting any thing to the preju- 
dice of the general welfare; the three 
eltates may be aptiy compared to three 
pillars, divided below at equidiſtant angles, 
but united and ſupported at top, merely 
by the bearing of each pillar againſt the 
others. Take but any one of theſe pillars 
away, and the other two muſt inevitably 
tumble. But, while all act on each 
aden, all are equally counteracted, and 
thereby 
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thereby affirm and eſtabliſh the generab 


frame. 


How dt plorable then would it be, ſhould: 


this elaborate ſtructure of our happy con- 


ſtitutiop, within the ſhort period of a. 
thouſand years hence, poſſibly in half the 


time, fall a prey to effeminaoy, puſilani- 
mity, venality, and ſeduction ; like ſome: 


ancient oak, the lord of the foreſt, to a 
pack of vile worms that lay gnawing at: 
the root; or, like Egypt, be contempti- 
bly deſtroyed © by lice and locuſts!““ 


Shoule "he n:orals of eur conſtituents: 


ever come to be debauched; conſent, 
which is the ſalt of liberty, would then 
be corrupted, and no ſalt might be found 


wherewith it could be ſeaſoned. Thoſe: 


who are inwardly the ſervants of ſin, 


muſt be outwardly the ſervants of in- 


fluence: Each man would then be as 
the Trojan horfe of old, and carry the 


enemies of his country within his boſom; 


Our own appetites would then induce us: 


to betray our own. intereſts; and ſtate 
policy would ſeize us by the hand of our 


Juſts,. and lead us“ a willing ſacrifice to 
«© our own perdition.“ | 


Should it ever come to pals, that corrup- 
tion, like a dark and low hung miſt, ſnould 


ſpread from man to man, and cover theſe 


lands: ſhould a general diſſolution of 


manners prevail: ſhould vice be counte- 


1 nanced 
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nanced and communicated by the leaders 
of faſhion : ſhould it come to be propa- 
gated by miniſters among legiſlators, and 
by the legiſlators among their conſtitu- | 
_ ents : ſhould guilt lift up its head with- 
out fear of reproach, and avow itſelf in 
the face of the ſun, and laugh virtue out 
of countenance by force of numbers: 
ſhould publie duty turn public ſtrumpet: 
ſhould ſhops come to be advertiſed, 
where men may diſpoſe of their honour 
and honeſty at ſo much per ell: ſhould. 
public markets be opened for the purchaſe 
of conſciences, with an © O yes! We 
% bid moſt to thoſe who ſet themſelves, 
their truſts, and their country, to fale:” 
—]f ſuch a day, I ſay, ſhould ever ar- 
rive, it would be dooms-day, indeed, to 
the virtue, to the liberty, and conſtitu- 
tion of theſe kingdoms! It would be 
the ſame to Great Britain, as it would 
happen to the univerſe, ſhould the laws 
of coheſion ceaſe to operate, and all the 
parts be diſſipated whoſe orderly connec- 
tion now forms the beauty and common 
wealth of nature—— Want of ſanity in 
the materials, can never be ſupplied by 
agp art in the building A conſtitu- 
tion of public freemen can never conſiſt 
of pr vate proſtitutes, 
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